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Delivering on Our Mission to You 
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As a faithful steward of the Valley's rich natural resources …

And  as a staunch partner for economic growth. 

We often refer to these as the three E’s of energy, the environment and economic development.
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Contact Information 
TVA
For additional information please visit 
https://www.tva.com/Newsroom/Boone-Dam-Project
General questions:  boonelake@tva.gov
Vegetation questions: boonevegetation@tva.gov
Dock questions call:  800-882-5263
http://www.tva.gov/plic/

TWRA
www.tnwildlife.org 
Betsy.Woods@tn.gov
615-781-6601
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ELEMENTS: 307

ELEMENTS COMPLETED: 250

REMAINING ELEMENTS: 57

TOTAL ONSITE WORK HOURS: 1.8 million

PROJECT PROGRESS 
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REMAINING ACTIVITIES

CUTOFF WALL ACTIVITIES REMAINING
• COMPLETE ELEMENTS
• COMPLETE VERIFICATION PROGRAM
• FINAL CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION REPORT

SITE RESTORATION ACTIVITIES
• CREST RESTORATION
• RESTORE PUBLIC BEACH AREA and BATHROOMS



Questions on Construction?
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PLANS FOR UPCOMING POOL FLUCTUATIONS
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USUAL OPERATING CURVE, 1364 (WINTER) TO 1382 (SUMMER)
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SIGNIFICANT VARIATIONS IN POOL LEVELS 
MAY BE OBSERVED DURING SPRING 2021

2020

2021

TO
DA

Y

19 October 2020
~1352

15 November 2020
~1360

15 March 2021
~1360

PROPOSED TARGET

Hold at ~1373 Full Test Level ~1382

PROPOSED POOL ELEVATIONS ARE TARGET ELEVATIONS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY.
ACTUAL POOL LEVELS MAY VARY WITHIN RANGE SHOWN TO ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY AND

ACCOMMODATE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF PERFORMANCE EVALUATION.
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ASSEMBLED PICTURE OF UPCOMING FLUCTUATIONS
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PROPOSED POOL ELEVATIONS ARE TARGET ELEVATIONS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY.
ACTUAL POOL LEVELS MAY VARY WITHIN RANGE SHOWN TO ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY AND

ACCOMMODATE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF PERFORMANCE EVALUATION.

PROPOSED TARGET DURING “TESTING, PERFORMANCE EVALS, AND BASELINING”

2021 2022

RETURN TO
NORMAL OPERATIONS

31 JULY 2022

INSPECTIONS, & EVALUATION AND BASELINING OF DAM’S PERFORMANCE
RESTORATION OF DAM’S CREST ELEVATION

RESTORATION OF SITE AND RESERVOIR FACILITIES
VEGETATION AND DEBRIS MANAGEMENT

RESTORATION OF TAILRACE AREA AND HYDROGENERATION UNIT 1



Contact Information 
TVA
For additional information please visit 
https://www.tva.com/Newsroom/Boone-Dam-Project
General questions:  boonelake@tva.gov
Vegetation questions: boonevegetation@tva.gov
Dock questions call:  800-882-5263
http://www.tva.gov/plic/

TWRA
www.tnwildlife.org 
Betsy.Woods@tn.gov
615-781-6601
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LAKE RESTORATION

WORK TO DATE

• 650 ACRES MULCHED FY19
• 900 ACRES MULCHED FY20
• 525 ACRES SPRAYED WITH EPA APPROVED AQUATIC HERBICIDE

UPCOMING WORK
• ACCESS ENHANCEMENT TO DOCKS
• ACCESS ENHANCEMENTS TO COVES
• HIGH TRAFFIC AREAS
• FLOATING DEBRIS CLEANUP
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LAKE RESTORATION



Questions on Vegetation Management & 
Reservoir Restoration?
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Overview of Section 26a
• Section 26a of the TVA Act is designed to ensure that 

construction along the shoreline and in the waters of the 
Tennessee River does not adversely impact or 
compromise TVA’s ability to manage the Tennessee River 
system. 

• This section prohibits the construction, operation, or 
maintenance of any dam, appurtenant works, or other 
obstruction affecting navigation, flood control, or public 
lands or reservations across, along, or in the Tennessee 
River system or any of its tributaries until the plans for 
such construction, operation, or maintenance shall have 
been submitted to and approved by the TVA Board or its 
delegate.



RLU&P Reservoir Access Actions 
• Residential

- Temporary residential Section 26 application fee waiver 
- Increase residential access with temporary permits.
- Allowed facilities to be repositioned to facilitate access

• Public Recreation 
- Temporary commercial Section 26a application fee waiver
- Assisted in modifications of public access facilities 

> Public access at temporary Boone Beach
> Creation of new boat launching ramp at Boone Beach
> Improved public boat access at Pickens Bridge and Old Devault Bridge



Preparing for Reservoir Fluctuation and 
Return to Normal Operations
• Review your Section 26a permit conditions
• Secure facilities as the reservoir rises
• Remove items that can’t be secured



Section 26a Permit Scenarios
I have a permit for temporary structures.  Does that need 
to be removed?

• Check your Section 26a permit conditions.
• Where the maximum allowable structure footprint had 

already been permitted, TVA authorized the placement 
of temporary structures to facilitate access to the 
reservoir. 

• These temporary structures should be removed from 
the reservoir as water levels allow and full pool is 
reached.



Section 26a Permit Scenarios
I have a permit for temporary structures.  Does that 
need to be relocated?

• Check your Section 26a permit conditions.
• When possible, TVA authorized the placement of 

temporary structures to facilitate access to the 
reservoir, with the understanding that these structures 
would be incorporated into the approved facility 
footprint upon return to normal operation. 

• These structures should be relocated to their 
permanent location as the reservoir elevation rises.



Section 26a Permit Scenarios
I have a facility but do not have a permit in my name, 
can it remain?  What should I do?  

• Since Section 26a permits are location specific and need 
to reflect the property owner of record, a new Section 26a 
application is required.



Section 26a Permit Scenarios

How do you know if any of these scenarios apply to 
you?

• Check the conditions of your permit
• Review the plans included in your permit
• Contact TVA’s Public Land Information Center 

at 1-800-TVA-LAND or plic@tva.gov



Vegetation Removal
• Is a Section 26a permit for vegetation removal required on private 

property?
- When the action is vegetation removal only, no.

• Can I burn vegetation I’ve removed from my private property? 
- Yes, burning is allowed on private property only
- Before you burn any vegetation please contact your local county 

forestry division to find out if there is a ban on open burning and to 
obtain a permit:

- Sullivan County (423) 239-5811
- Washington County (423) 753-4011

• All remaining debris should be removed from the lakebed to 
prevent it from entering the reservoir.



Rising to Normal Operations

• Evaluate your property to determine if you need to apply 
for a Section 26a permit for an existing structure.

• Plan in advance to apply for new construction or 
modifications to existing structures in order to take 
advantage of the temporary application fee waiver.

• Every water use facility or structure below the 1390’ 
contour elevation requires a Section 26a permit.

• A new permit is not required for maintenance on existing, 
permitted facilities.



Recreation & Shoreline Management

• Commercial Marinas – Conducted meetings to 
inform the marinas of the timeframe of impending 
water level fluctuations. Helping to plan and 
prepare for any adjusts needed to safely secure 
their facilities.

• Provided boater safety signs from TWRA to post at 
each marina.

|  28



Recreation & Shoreline Management
Dam Reservation Planning
• New restroom building 

at the Boone Dam boat 
launching ramp.   

• Additional modifications 
will be made to the 
Boone launching ramp, 
picnic area and the 
beach will be returned 
to the previous location.



Recreation & Shoreline Management

Public Access 
• Improvements to the 

TWRA Devault Bridge 
summer pool access 
area by installing a 
concrete launching 
ramp, paved access 
road and paved parking 
area.

|  30



Resources

TVA’s Public Land Information Center 
1-800-TVA-LAND

http://www.tva.gov/plic/

http://www.tva.gov/plic/


Questions on Natural Resources, Land 
Use & Permitting ?
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Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Betsy Woods - Boating Safety Education

The Mission of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency is to preserve, conserve, manage, protect, 
and enhance the fish and wildlife of the state and 
their habitats for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of 
the citizens of Tennessee and its visitors. 
The Agency will foster the safe use of the state's 
waters through a program of law enforcement, 
education, and access.



• Funding for TN Wildlife Resources

• Fisheries and Hunting funded through U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service

• Funding for the Boating Safety is through the U.S. 
Coast Guard

• TWRA operates on very few general revenue



Boating incidents must be reported to TWRA

TWRA must be notified immediately if a 
person dies or disappears and an accident 
report must be made within 48 hours.

An accident must be reported if someone is 
injured and requires medical treatment 
beyond first aid

An accident must be reported if damage to 
the vessel exceeds $2000



Reported 
Incidents

2007 - 2014



Incidents where low water MAY have been a 
contributing factor before dam repair:

May 2008 – property damage, hazard buoys present, boat ran aground
June 2009 – fatality, boat hit rocks, began to swamp, all persons bailed out to 
swim to shore, one person did not make it – no life jackets worn
November 2010 – injury, boat struck exposed island, person ejected
May 2011 – property damage, hazard buoys present, boat hit rocks
March 2012 – property damage, boat ran aground
July 2014 – property damage, boat hit submerged rocks 
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Incidents where low water MAY have been a 
contributing factor before dam repair:



Reported 
Incidents

2014 - 2020



Incidents where low water MAY
have been a contributing factor 

during dam repair:

Incidents where low water MAY have been a 
contributing factor during dam repair: 

May 2015- fatality, boat hit bank, it was dark and water was low
2017 – no incidents
June 2018 – property damage, boat ran aground
July 2019 – property damage, boat ran aground
November 2019 – property damage, boat hit rock 



Always keep a sharp lookout especially for possible 
hazards both visible and submerged
If operating around large bends in the river, the points 
may be shallow or hold hazards

Areas of possible caution from previous years 
incidents:
Deerlick
Point 19
Point 4
Point 2

Just be careful and diligent

Boone Lake filling back up!







Questions? 
Betsy Woods
Boating Safety Education Coordinator
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tips:
Slide title should be Arial font, 32 points
Title should be kept short and on a single line if at all possible
To change the image, right click on it and click Change Picture.




Contact Information 
TVA
For additional information please visit 
https://www.tva.com/Newsroom/Boone-Dam-Project
General questions:  boonelake@tva.gov
Vegetation questions: boonevegetation@tva.gov
Dock questions call:  800-882-5263
http://www.tva.gov/plic/

TWRA
www.tnwildlife.org 
Betsy.Woods@tn.gov
615-781-6601
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