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Tennessee Valley Authority Right-of-Way Clearing Specifications 
 
 

1. General - The clearing contractor shall review the environmental evaluation documents 
(categorical exclusion checklist, environmental assessment, or environmental impact 
statement) for the project or proposed activity, along with all clearing and construction 
appendices, conditions in applicable general and/or site-specific permits, the storm 
water pollution prevention plan, and any Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
commitments to property owners.  The contractor shall then plan and carry out 
operations using techniques consistent with good engineering and management 
practices as outlined in TVA’s best management practices (BMPs) manual (Muncy 
1992, and revisions thereto).  The contractor will protect areas that are to be left 
unaffected by access or clearing work at and adjacent to all work sites.  In sensitive 
areas and their buffers, the contractor will retain as much native ground cover and 
other vegetation as possible. 

If the contractor fails to use BMPs or to follow environmental expectations discussed in 
the prebid or prework meeting or present in contract specifications, TVA will order 
corrective changes and additional work as deemed necessary in TVA's judgment to 
meet the intent of environmental laws and regulations or other guidelines.  Major 
violations or continued minor violations will result in work suspension until correction of 
the situation is achieved or other remedial action is taken at the contractor’s expense.  
Penalty clauses may be invoked as appropriate. 

2. Regulations - The clearing contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and 
local environmental and antipollution laws, regulations, and ordinances including 
without limitation all air, water, solid and hazardous waste, noise, and nuisance laws, 
regulations, and ordinances.  The contractor shall secure or ensure that TVA has 
secured all necessary permits or authorizations to conduct work on the acres shown on 
the drawings and plan and profile for the contract.  The contractor’s designated project 
manager will actively seek to prevent, control, monitor, and safely abate all commonly 
recognized forms of workplace and environmental pollution.  Permits or authorizations 
and any necessary certifications of trained or licensed employees shall be documented 
with copies submitted to TVA's right-of-way inspector or construction environmental 
engineer before work begins.  The contractor will be responsible for meeting all 
conditions specified in permits.  Permit conditions shall be reviewed in prework 
discussions. 

3. Land and Landscape Preservation - The clearing contractor shall exercise care to 
preserve the condition of cleared soils by avoiding as much compacting and deep 
scarring as possible.  As soon as possible after initial disturbance of the soil and in 
accordance with any permit(s) or other state or local environmental regulatory 
requirements, cover material shall be placed to prevent erosion and sedimentation of 
water bodies or conveyances to surface water or groundwater.  In areas outside the 
clearing, use, and access areas, the natural vegetation shall be protected from 
damage.  The contractor and his employees must not deviate from delineated access 
routes or use areas and must enter the site at designated areas that will be marked.  
Clearing operations shall be conducted to prevent any unnecessary destruction, 
scarring, or defacing of the remaining natural vegetation and adjacent surroundings in 
the vicinity of the work.  In sensitive public or environmental areas, appropriate buffer 
zones shall be observed and the methods of clearing or reclearing modified to protect 



 

 

the buffer and sensitive area.  Some areas may require planting native plants or 
grasses to meet the criteria of regulatory agencies or commitments to special program 
interests. 

4. Streamside Management Zones - The clearing contractor must leave as many rooted 
ground cover plants as possible in buffer zones along streams and other bodies of 
water or wet-weather conveyances thereto.  In such streamside management zones 
(SMZ), tall-growing tree species (trees that would interfere with TVA’s National 
Electrical Safety Code clearances) shall be cut, and the stumps may be treated to 
prevent resprouting.  Low-growing trees identified by TVA as marginal electrical 
clearance problems may be cut, and then stump treated with growth regulators to allow 
low, slow-growing canopy development and active root growth.  Only approved 
herbicides shall be used, and herbicide application shall be conducted by certified 
applicators from TVA’s Transmission, Operations, and Maintenance (TOM) 
organization after initial clearing and construction.  Cutting of trees within SMZs must 
be accomplished by using either hand-held equipment or other appropriate clearing 
equipment, such as a feller-buncher.  The method will be selected based on site-
specific conditions and topography to minimize soil disturbance and impacts to the 
SMZ and surrounding area.  Disturbed soils in SMZs must be stabilized by appropriate 
methods immediately after the right-of-way is cleared.  Stabilization must occur within 
the time frame specified in applicable storm water permits or regulations.  Stumps 
within SMZs may be cut close to the ground but must not be removed or uprooted.  
Trees, limbs, and debris shall be immediately removed from streams, ditches, and wet 
areas using methods that will minimize dragging or scarring the banks or stream 
bottom.  No debris will be left in the water or watercourse.  Equipment will cross 
streams, ditches, or wet areas only at locations designated by TVA after the application 
of appropriate erosion control BMPs consistent with permit conditions or regulatory 
requirements. 

5. Wetlands - In forested wetlands, tall trees will be cut near the ground, leaving stumps 
and roots in place.  The cambium may be treated with herbicides applied by certified 
applicators from the TOM organization to prevent regrowth.  Understory trees that must 
be initially cut and removed may be allowed to grow back or may be treated with tree 
growth regulators selectively to slow growth and increase the reclearing cycle.  The 
decision will be situationally made based on existing ground cover, wetland type, and 
tree species since tall tree removal may “release” understory species and allow them to 
grow quickly to “electrical clearance problem” heights.  In many circumstances, 
herbicides labeled for water and wetland use may be used in reclearing. 

6. Sensitive Area Preservation - If prehistoric or historic artifacts or features that might be 
of archaeological significance are discovered during clearing or reclearing operations, 
the activity shall immediately cease within a 100-foot radius, and a TVA right-of-way 
inspector or construction environmental engineer and the Cultural Resources Program 
manager shall be notified.  The site shall be protected and left as found until a 
determination about the resources, their significance, and site treatment is made by 
TVA's Cultural Resources Program.  Work may continue beyond the finding zone and 
the 100-foot radius beyond its perimeter. 

7. Water Quality Control - The contractor’s clearing and disposal activities shall be 
performed using BMPs that will prevent erosion and entrance of spillage, 
contaminants, debris, and other pollutants or objectionable materials into drainage 



 

 

ways, surface water, or groundwater.  Special care shall be exercised in refueling 
equipment to prevent spills.  Fueling areas shall be remote from any sinkhole, crevice, 
stream, or other water body.  Open burning debris will be kept away from streams and 
ditches and shall be incorporated into the soil.  

The clearing contractor will erect and (when TVA or contract construction personnel 
are unable) maintain BMPs such as silt fences on steep slopes and adjacent to any 
stream, wetland, or other water body.  BMPs will be inspected by the TVA field 
engineer or other designated TVA or contractor personnel routinely and during periods 
of high runoff, and any necessary repairs will be made as soon as practicable.  BMP 
inspections will be conducted in accordance with permit requirements.  Records of all 
inspections will be maintained on site, and copies of inspection forms will be forwarded 
to the TVA construction environmental engineer. 

8. Turbidity and Blocking of Streams - If temporary clearing activities must interrupt 
natural drainage, appropriate drainage facilities and erosion/sediment controls shall be 
provided to avoid erosion and siltation of streams and other water bodies or water 
conveyances.  Turbidity levels in receiving waters or at storm water discharge points 
shall be monitored, documented, and reported if required by the applicable permit.  
Erosion and sediment control measures such as silt fences, water bars, and sediment 
traps shall be installed as soon as practicable after initial access, site, or right-of-way 
disturbance in accordance with applicable permit or regulatory requirements. 

Mechanized equipment shall not be operated in flowing water except when approved 
and, then, only to construct necessary stream crossings under direct guidance of TVA.  
Construction of stream fords or other crossings will only be permitted at approved 
locations and to current TVA construction access road standards.  Material shall not be 
deposited in watercourses or within stream bank areas where it could be washed away 
by high stream flows.  Any clearing debris that enters streams or other water bodies 
shall be removed as soon as possible.  Appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
state permits shall be obtained for stream crossings. 

9. Air Quality Control - The clearing or reclearing contractor shall take appropriate actions 
to limit the amount of air emissions created by clearing and disposal operations to well 
within the limits of clearing or burning permits and/or forestry or local fire department 
requirements.  All operations must be conducted in a manner that prevents nuisance 
conditions or damage to adjacent land crops, dwellings, highways, or people. 

10. Dust and Mud Control - Clearing activities shall be conducted in a manner that 
minimizes the creation of fugitive dust.  This may require limitations as to type of 
equipment, allowable speeds, and routes utilized.  Control measures such as water, 
gravel, etc., or similar measures may be used subject to TVA approval.  On new 
construction sites and easements, the last 100 feet before an access road approaches 
a county road or highway shall be graveled to prevent transfer of mud onto the public 
road. 

11. Burning - The contractor shall obtain applicable permits and approvals to conduct 
controlled burning.  The contractor will comply with all provisions of the permit, 
notification, or authorization including burning site locations, controlled draft, burning 
hours, and such other conditions as stipulated.  If weather conditions such as wind 
speed or wind direction change rapidly, the contractor's burning operation may be 



 

 

temporarily stopped by TVA's field engineer.  The debris to be burned shall be kept as 
clean and dry as possible and stacked and burned in a manner that produces the 
minimum amount of smoke.  Residue from burning will be disposed of according to 
permit stipulations.  No fuel starters or enhancements other than kerosene will be 
allowed. 

12. Smoke and Odors - The contractor will properly store and handle combustible and 
volatile materials that could create objectionable smoke, odor, or fumes.  The 
contractor shall not burn oil or refuse that includes trash, rags, tires, plastics, or other 
manufactured debris. 

13. Vehicle Exhaust Emissions - The contractor shall maintain and operate equipment in a 
manner that limits vehicle exhaust emissions.  Equipment and vehicles will be kept 
within the manufacturers’ recommended limits and tolerances.  Excessive exhaust 
gases will be eliminated, and inefficient operating procedures will be revised or halted 
until corrective repairs or adjustments are made. 

14. Vehicle Servicing - Routine maintenance of personal vehicles will not be performed on 
the right-of-way.  However, if emergency or “have to” situations arise, 
minimal/temporary maintenance to personal vehicles will occur in order to mobilize the 
vehicle to an off-site maintenance shop.  Heavy equipment will be serviced on the 
right-of-way, except in designated sensitive areas.  The clearing or reclearing 
contractor will properly maintain these vehicles with approved spill protection controls 
and countermeasures.  If emergency maintenance in a sensitive or questionable area 
arises, the area environmental coordinator or construction environmental engineer will 
be consulted.  All wastes and used oils will be properly recovered, handled, and 
disposed/recycled.  Equipment shall not be temporarily stored in stream floodplains, 
whether overnight or on weekends or holidays. 

15. Noise Control - The contractor shall take steps to avoid the creation of excessive 
sound levels for employees, the public, or the site and adjacent property owners.  
Concentration of individual noisy pieces as well as the hours and locations of operation 
should be considered. 

16. Noise Suppression - All internal combustion engines shall be properly equipped with 
mufflers.  The equipment and mufflers shall be maintained at peak operating efficiency. 

17. Sanitation - A designated representative of TVA or the clearing contractor shall contact 
a sanitary contractor who will provide sanitary chemical toilets convenient to all 
principal points of operation for every working party.  The facilities shall comply with 
applicable federal, state, or local health laws and regulations.  They shall not be 
located closer than 100 feet to any stream or tributary or to any wetland.  The facilities 
shall be required to have proper servicing and maintenance, and the waste disposal 
contractor shall verify in writing that the waste disposal will be in state-approved 
facilities.  Employees shall be notified of sanitation regulations and shall be required to 
use the toilet facilities. 

18. Refuse Disposal - The clearing or reclearing contractor shall be responsible for daily 
cleanup and proper labeling, storage, and disposal of all refuse and debris on the site 
produced by his operations and employees.  Facilities that meet applicable regulations 



 

 

and guidelines for refuse collection will be required.  Only approved transport, storage, 
and disposal areas shall be used. 

19. Brush and Timber Disposal (Reclearing) - The reclearing contractor shall place felled 
tree boles in neat stacks at the edge of the right-of-way, with crossing breaks at least 
every 100 feet.  Property owner requests shall be reviewed with the project manager or 
right-of-way specialist before accepting them.  Lop and drop activities must be 
specified in the contract and on plan and profile drawings with verification with the 
right-of-way specialist before conducting such work.  When tree trimming and chipping 
is necessary, disposal of the chips on the easement or other locations on the property 
must be with the consent of the property owner and the approval of the right-of-way 
specialist.  No trees, branches, or chips shall remain in a surface water body or be 
placed at a location where washing into a surface water or groundwater source might 
occur. 

20. Brush and Timber Disposal (Initial Clearing) - For initial clearing, trees are commonly 
part of the contractor’s contract to remove as they wish.  Trees may be removed from 
the site for lumber or pulpwood or they may be chipped or stacked and burned.  All 
such activities must be coordinated with the TVA field engineer, and the open burning 
permits, notifications, and regulatory requirements must be met.  Trees may be cut and 
left in place only in areas specified by TVA and approved by appropriate regulatory 
agencies.  These areas may include sensitive wetlands or SMZs where tree removal 
would cause excessive ground disturbance or in very rugged terrain where windrowed 
trees are used as sediment barriers along the edge of the right-of-way. 

21. Restoration of Site - All disturbed areas, with the exception of farmland under 
cultivation and any other areas as may be designated by TVA's specifications, shall be 
stabilized in the following manner unless the property owner and TVA's engineer 
specify a different method: 

A.  The subsoil shall be loosened to a minimum depth of 6 inches if possible and 
worked to remove unnatural ridges and depressions. 

B.  If needed, appropriate soil amendments will be added. 

C.  All disturbed areas will initially be seeded with a temporary ground cover such as 
winter wheat, rye, or millet, depending on the season.  Perennials may also be 
planted during initial seeding if proper growing conditions exist.  Final restoration 
and final seeding will be performed as line construction is completed.  Final seeding 
will consist of permanent perennial grasses such as those outlined in TVA’s A Guide 
for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley 
Authority Transmission Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy 2012).  
Exceptions would include those areas designated as native grass planting areas.  
Initial and final restoration will be performed by the clearing contractor. 

D.  TVA holds the option, depending upon the time of year and weather condition, to 
delay or withdraw the requirement of seeding until more favorable planting 
conditions are certain.  In the meantime, other stabilization techniques must be 
applied.   
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Tennessee Valley Authority Environmental Quality Protection 
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1. General – Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and/or the assigned contractor shall plan, 
coordinate, and conduct operations in a manner that protects the quality of the 
environment and complies with TVA’s environmental expectations discussed in the 
preconstruction meeting.  This specification contains provisions that shall be considered 
in all TVA and contract construction operations.  If the contractor fails to operate within 
the intent of these requirements, TVA will direct changes to operating procedures.  
Continued violation will result in a work suspension until correction or remedial action is 
taken by the contractor.  Penalties and contract termination will be used as appropriate.  
The costs of complying with the Environmental Quality Protection Specifications are 
incidental to the contract work, and no additional compensation will be allowed.  At all 
structure and conductor pulling sites, protective measures to prevent erosion will be 
taken immediately upon the end of each step in a construction sequence, and those 
protective measures will be inspected and maintained throughout the construction and 
right-of-way rehabilitation period. 

2. Regulations - TVA and/or the assigned contractor shall comply with all applicable 
federal, state, and local environmental and antipollution laws, regulations, and 
ordinances related to environmental protection and prevention, control, and abatement 
of all forms of pollution. 

3. Use Areas - TVA and/or the assigned contractor's use areas include but are not limited 
to site office, shop, maintenance, parking, storage, staging, assembly areas, utility 
services, and access roads to the use areas.  The construction contractor shall submit 
plans and drawings for their location and development to the TVA engineer and project 
manager for approval.  Secondary containment will be provided for fuel and petroleum 
product storage pursuant to 29CFR1910.106(D)(6)(iii)(OSHA). 

4. Equipment - All major equipment and proposed methods of operation shall be subject to 
the approval of TVA.  The use or operation of heavy equipment in areas outside the 
right-of-way, access routes, or structure, pole, or tower sites will not be permitted 
without permission of the TVA inspector or field engineer.  Heavy equipment use on 
steep slopes (greater than 20 percent) and in wet areas will be held to the minimum 
necessary to construct the transmission line.  Steps will be taken to limit ground 
disturbance caused by heavy equipment usage, and erosion and sediment controls will 
be instituted on disturbed areas in accordance with state requirements. 

No subsurface ground-disturbing equipment or stump-removal equipment will be used 
by construction forces except on access roads or at the actual structure, pole, or tower 
sites, where only footing locations and controlled runoff diversions shall be created that 
disturb the soil.  All other areas of ground cover or in-place stumps and roots shall 
remain in place.  (Note:  Tracked vehicles disturb surface layer of the ground due to 
size and function.)  Some disking of the right-of-way may occur for proper seedbed 
preparation. 

Unless ponding previously occurred (i.e., existing low-lying areas), water should not be 
allowed to pond on the structure sites except around foundation holes; the water must 
be directed away from the site in as dispersed a manner as possible.  At tower or 



 

 

structure sites, some means of upslope interruption of potential overland flow and 
diversion around the footings should be provided as the first step in construction-site 
preparation.  If leveling is necessary, it must be implemented by means that provide for 
continuous gentle, controlled, overland flow or percolation.  A good grass cover, straw, 
gravel, or other protection of the surface must be maintained.  Steps taken to prevent 
increases in the moisture content of the in-situ soils will be beneficial both during 
construction and over the service life of any structure. 

5. Sanitation - A designated TVA or contractor representative shall contact a sanitary 
contractor who will provide sanitary chemical toilets convenient to all principal points of 
operation for every working party.  The facilities shall comply with applicable federal, 
state, or local health laws and regulations.  They shall not be located closer than 100 
feet to any stream or tributary or to any wetland.  The facilities shall be required to have 
proper servicing and maintenance, and the waste disposal contractor shall verify in 
writing that the waste disposal will be in state-approved facilities.  Employees shall be 
notified of sanitation regulations and shall be required to use the toilet facilities. 

6. Refuse Disposal - Designated TVA and/or contractor personnel shall be responsible for 
daily inspection, cleanup, and proper labeling, storage, and disposal of all refuse and 
debris produced by his operations and by his employees.  Suitable refuse collecting 
facilities will be required.  Only state-approved disposal areas shall be used.  Disposal 
containers such as dumpsters or roll-off containers shall be obtained from a proper 
waste disposal contractor.  Solid, special, construction/demolition, and hazardous 
wastes as well as scrap are part of the potential refuse generated and must be properly 
managed with emphasis on reuse, recycle, or possible give away, as appropriate, 
before they are handled as waste.  Contractors must meet similar provisions on any 
project contracted by TVA. 

7. Landscape Preservation - TVA and its contractors shall exercise care to preserve the 
natural landscape in the entire construction area as well as use areas, in or outside the 
right-of-way, and on or adjacent to access roads.  Construction operations shall be 
conducted to prevent any unnecessary destruction, scarring, or defacing of the natural 
vegetation and surroundings in the vicinity of the work. 

8. Sensitive Areas Preservation - Certain areas on site and along the right-of-way may be 
designated by the specifications or the TVA engineer as environmentally sensitive.  
These areas include but are not limited to areas classified as erodible, geologically 
sensitive, scenic, historical and archaeological, fish and wildlife refuges, water supply 
watersheds, and public recreational areas such as parks and monuments.  Contractors 
and TVA construction crews shall take all necessary actions to avoid adverse impacts 
to these sensitive areas and their adjacent buffer zones.  These actions may include 
suspension of work or change of operations during periods of rain or heavy public use; 
hours may be restricted or concentrations of noisy equipment may have to be 
dispersed.  If prehistoric or historic artifacts or features are encountered during clearing 
or construction operations, the operations shall immediately cease for at least 100 feet 
in each direction, and TVA's right-of-way inspector or construction superintendent and 
Cultural Resources Program shall be notified.  The site shall be left as found until a 
significance determination is made.  Work may continue elsewhere beyond the 100-foot 
perimeter. 

9. Water Quality Control - TVA and contractor construction activities shall be performed by 
methods that will prevent entrance or accidental spillage of solid matter, contaminants, 



 

 

debris, and other objectionable pollutants and wastes into flowing caves, sinkholes, 
streams, dry watercourses, lakes, ponds, and underground water sources. 

The clearing contractor will erect and (when TVA or contract construction personnel are 
unable) maintain best management practices (BMPs) such as silt fences on steep 
slopes and adjacent to any stream, wetland, or other water body.  Additional BMPs may 
be required for areas of disturbance created by construction activities.  BMPs will be 
inspected by the TVA field engineer or other designated TVA or contractor personnel 
routinely and during periods of high runoff, and any necessary repairs will be made as 
soon as practicable.  BMP inspections will be conducted in accordance with permit 
requirements.  Records of all inspections will be maintained on site, and copies of 
inspection forms will be forwarded to the TVA construction environmental engineer. 

Acceptable measures for disposal of waste oil from vehicles and equipment shall be 
followed.  No waste oil shall be disposed of within the right-of-way, on a construction 
site, or on access roads. 

10. Turbidity and Blocking of Streams - Construction activities in or near SMZs or other 
bodies of water shall be controlled to prevent the water turbidity from exceeding state or 
local water quality standards for that stream.  All conditions of a general storm water 
permit, aquatic resource alteration permit, or a site-specific permit shall be met including 
monitoring of turbidity in receiving streams and/or storm water discharges and 
implementation of appropriate erosion and sediment control measures. 

Appropriate drainage facilities for temporary construction activities interrupting natural 
site drainage shall be provided to avoid erosion.  Watercourses shall not be blocked or 
diverted unless required by the specifications or the TVA engineer.  Diversions shall be 
made in accordance with TVA’s A Guide for Environmental Protection and Best 
Management Practices for Tennessee Valley Authority Transmission Construction and 
Maintenance Activities (Muncy, 2012). 

Mechanized equipment shall not be operated in flowing water except when approved 
and, then, only to construct crossings or to perform required construction under direct 
guidance of TVA.  Construction of stream fords or other crossings will only be permitted 
at approved locations and to current TVA construction access road standards.  Material 
shall not be deposited in watercourses or within stream bank areas where it could be 
washed away by high stream flows.  Appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
state permits shall be obtained. 

Wastewater from construction or dewatering operations shall be controlled to prevent 
excessive erosion or turbidity in a stream, wetland, lake, or pond.  Any work or placing 
of equipment within a flowing or dry watercourse requires the prior approval of TVA. 

11. Clearing - No construction activities may clear additional site or right-of-way vegetation 
or disturb remaining retained vegetation, stumps, or regrowth at locations other than the 
structure sites and conductor setup areas.  TVA and the construction contractor(s) must 
provide appropriate erosion or sediment controls for areas they have disturbed that 
have previously been restabilized after clearing operations.  Control measures shall be 
implemented as soon as practicable after disturbance in accordance with applicable 
federal, state, and/or local storm water regulations. 



 

 

12. Restoration of Site - All construction disturbed areas, with the exception of farmland 
under cultivation and any other areas as may be designated by TVA's specifications, 
shall be stabilized in the following manner unless the property owner and TVA's 
engineer specify a different method: 

A.  The subsoil shall be loosened to a minimum depth of 6 inches if possible and 
worked to remove unnatural ridges and depressions. 

B.  If needed, appropriate soil amendments will be added. 

C.  All disturbed areas will initially be seeded with a temporary ground cover such as 
winter wheat, rye, or millet, depending on the season.  Perennials may also be 
planted during initial seeding if proper growing conditions exist.  Final restoration 
and final seeding will be performed as line construction is completed.  Final seeding 
will consist of permanent perennial grasses such as those outlined in TVA’s A Guide 
for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley 
Authority Transmission Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy 2012).  
Exceptions would include those areas designated as native grass planting areas.  
Initial and final restoration will be performed by the clearing contractor. 

D.  TVA holds the option, depending upon the time of year and weather condition, to 
delay or withdraw the requirement of seeding until more favorable planting 
conditions are certain.  In the meantime, other stabilization techniques must be 
applied. 

13. Air Quality Control - Construction crews shall take appropriate actions to minimize the 
amount of air pollution created by their construction operations.  All operations must be 
conducted in a manner that avoids creating a nuisance and prevents damage to lands, 
crops, dwellings, or persons. 

14. Burning - Before conducting any open burning operations, the contractor shall obtain 
permits or provide notifications as required to state forestry offices and/or local fire 
departments.  Burning operations must comply with the requirements of state and local 
air pollution control and fire authorities and will only be allowed in approved locations 
and during appropriate hours and weather conditions.  If weather conditions such as 
wind direction or speed change rapidly, the contractor's burning operations may be 
temporarily stopped by the TVA field engineer.  The debris for burning shall be piled 
and shall be kept as clean and as dry as possible, then burned in such a manner as to 
reduce smoke.  No materials other than dry wood shall be open burned.  The ash and 
debris shall be buried away from streams or other water sources and shall be in areas 
coordinated with the property owner. 

15. Dust and Mud Control - Construction activities shall be conducted to minimize the 
creation of dust.  This may require limitations as to types of equipment, allowable 
speeds, and routes utilized.  Water, straw, wood chips, dust palliative, gravel, 
combinations of these, or similar control measures may be used subject to TVA’s 
approval.  On new construction sites and easements, the last 100 feet before an access 
road approaches a county road or highway shall be graveled to prevent transfer of mud 
onto the public road.   

16. Vehicle Exhaust Emissions - TVA and/or the contractors shall maintain and operate 
equipment to limit vehicle exhaust emissions.  Equipment and vehicles that show 



 

 

excessive emissions of exhaust gasses and particulates due to poor engine 
adjustments or other inefficient operating conditions shall not be operated until 
corrective repairs or adjustments are made.   

17. Vehicle Servicing - Routine maintenance of personal vehicles will not be performed on 
the right-of-way.  However, if emergency or “have to” situations arise, 
minimal/temporary maintenance to personal vehicles will occur in order to mobilize the 
vehicle to an off-site maintenance shop.  Heavy equipment will be serviced on the right-
of-way except in designated sensitive areas.  The Heavy Equipment Department within 
TVA or the construction contractor will properly maintain these vehicles with approved 
spill prevention controls and countermeasures.  If emergency maintenance in a 
sensitive or questionable area arises, the area environmental coordinator or 
construction environmental engineer will be consulted.  All wastes and used oils will be 
properly recovered, handled, and disposed/recycled.  Equipment shall not be 
temporarily stored in stream floodplains, whether overnight or on weekends or holidays. 

18. Smoke and Odors - TVA and/or the contractors shall properly store and handle 
combustible material that could create objectionable smoke, odors, or fumes.  The 
contractor shall not burn refuse such as trash, rags, tires, plastics, or other debris. 

19. Noise Control - TVA and/or the contractor shall take measures to avoid the creation of 
noise levels that are considered nuisances, safety, or health hazards.  Critical areas 
including but not limited to residential areas, parks, public use areas, and some 
ranching operations will require special considerations.  TVA’s criteria for determining 
corrective measures shall be determined by comparing the noise level of the 
construction operation to the background noise levels.  In addition, especially noisy 
equipment such as helicopters, pile drivers, air hammers, chippers, chain saws, or 
areas for machine shops, staging, assembly, or blasting may require corrective actions 
when required by TVA.   

20. Noise Suppression - All internal combustion engines shall be properly equipped with 
mufflers as required by the Department of Labor’s Safety and Health Regulations for 
Construction.  TVA may require spark arresters in addition to mufflers on some engines.  
Air compressors and other noisy equipment may require sound-reducing enclosures in 
some circumstances.   

21. Damages - The movement of construction crews and equipment shall be conducted in a 
manner that causes as little intrusion and damage as possible to crops, orchards, 
woods, wetlands, and other property features and vegetation.  The contractor will be 
responsible for erosion damage caused by his actions and especially for creating 
conditions that would threaten the stability of the right-of-way or site soil, the structures, 
or access to either.  When property owners prefer the correction of ground cover 
condition or soil and subsoil problems themselves, the section of the contract dealing 
with damages will apply.   
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Tennessee Valley Authority Transmission 
Construction Guidelines Near Streams 

Even the most carefully designed transmission line project eventually will affect one or more 
creeks, rivers, or other type of water body.  These streams and other water areas are 
protected by state and federal law, generally support some amount of fishing and 
recreation, and, occasionally, are homes for important and/or endangered species.  These 
habitats occur in the stream and on strips of land along both sides (the streamside 
management zone [SMZ]) where disturbance of the water, land, or vegetation could have 
an adverse effect on the water or stream life.  The following guidelines have been prepared 
to help Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Transmission Construction staff and their 
contractors avoid impacts to streams and stream life as they work in and near SMZs.  
These guidelines expand on information presented in A Guide for Environmental Protection 
and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley Authority Construction and 
Maintenance Activities (Muncy 2012). 

Three Levels of Protection 

During the preconstruction review of a proposed transmission line, the TVA Environmental 
Biological Compliance staff will have studied each possible stream impact site and will have 
identified it as falling into one of three categories: (A) standard streamside management 
protection, (B) protection of important permanent streams, springs, and sinkholes, or (C) 
protection of unique habitats.  These category designations are based on the variety of 
species and habitats that exist in the stream, as well as federal requirements to avoid 
harming certain species.   

As early as possible after field surveys are completed by the TVA Biological Compliance 
Staff, any streams that have been designated as either Category B or C will be discussed 
with the TVA Environmental Energy Delivery staff.  The purpose of these discussions will 
be to minimize the number of crossings and their impact on the important resources in the 
streams during design and construction.  The category designation for each stream site will 
then be marked on the transmission line plan and profile sheets.  Construction crews are 
required to protect streams and other identified water habitats using the following pertinent 
set(s) of guidelines: 

(A) Standard Stream Protection

This is the standard (basic) level of protection for streams, springs, sinkholes, and the 
habitats around them.  The purpose of the following guidelines is to minimize the amount 
and length of disturbance to the water bodies without causing adverse impacts on the 
construction work. 

Guidelines: 

1. All construction work around streams, springs, and sinkholes will be done using
pertinent best management practices (BMPs) such as those described in A Guide
for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley
Authority Construction and Maintenance Activities, especially Chapter 5, “Structural
Controls Standards and Specifications” (Muncy 2012).
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2. All equipment crossings of streams and shorelines must comply with appropriate
state permitting requirements.  Crossings of all drainage channels, intermittent
streams, and permanent streams must be done in ways that avoid erosion problems
and long-term changes in water flow.  Crossings of any permanent streams must
allow for natural movement of fish and other aquatic life.

3. Cutting of trees within SMZs must be accomplished by using either hand-held
equipment or other appropriate clearing equipment (e.g., a feller-buncher) that
would result in minimal soil disturbance and damage to low-lying vegetation.  The
method will be selected based on site-specific conditions and topography to
minimize soil disturbance and impacts to the SMZ and surrounding area.  Stumps
can be cut close to ground level, but must not be removed or uprooted.

4. Other vegetation near streams must be disturbed as little as possible during
construction.  Soil displacement as a result of clearing operations by the actions of
plowing, disking, blading, or other tillage or grading equipment will be minimized in
SMZs.  Shorelines that have to be disturbed must be stabilized as soon as feasible.

(B) Protection of Important Permanent Streams, Springs, and Sinkholes

This category will be used when there is one or more specific reason(s) why a permanent 
(always-flowing) stream, spring, or sinkhole requires protection beyond that provided by 
standard BMPs.  Reasons for requiring this additional protection include high potential for 
occupancy by federally listed or significant state-listed species, federally designated critical 
habitat, or areas designated as special use classification (e.g., trout waters).  The purpose 
of the following guidelines is to minimize the disturbance of the banks and water in the 
flowing stream(s) where this level of protection is required. 

Guidelines: 

1. Except as modified by Guidelines 2-4 below, all construction work around streams
will be done using pertinent BMPs, such as those described in A Guide for
Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley
Authority Construction and Maintenance Activities, especially Chapter 5, “Structural
Controls Standards and Specifications” (Muncy 2012).

2. All equipment crossings of streams must comply with appropriate state (and, at
times, federal) permitting requirements.  Crossings of drainage channels and
intermittent streams must be done in ways that avoid erosion problems and long-
term changes in water flow.  Category B designations will be discussed with the
TVA Environmental Energy Delivery staff as early as possible in the process, to
allow time to discuss possible avoidance or minimization of impacts with design and
construction.

3. Cutting of trees within SMZs must be accomplished by using either hand-held
equipment or other appropriate clearing equipment (e.g., a feller-buncher) that
would result in minimal soil disturbance and damage to low-lying vegetation.  The
method will be selected based on site-specific conditions and topography to
minimize soil disturbance and impacts to the SMZ and surrounding area.  Cutting of
trees near permanent streams must be limited to those required to meet National
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Electrical Safety Code and danger tree requirements.  Stumps can be cut close to 
ground level, but must not be removed or uprooted. 

4. Other vegetation near streams must be disturbed as little as possible during
construction.  Soil displacement by the actions of plowing, disking, blading, or other
tillage or grading equipment will be minimized in SMZs.  Shorelines that have to be
disturbed must be stabilized as soon as possible and revegetated as soon as
feasible.

(C) Protection of Unique Habitats

This category will be used when, for one or more specific reasons, a temporary or 
permanent aquatic habitat requires special protection.  This relatively uncommon level of 
protection will be appropriate and required when a unique habitat requiring special 
protection is present (for example, the spawning area of a rare species), the stream is 
known to be occupied by a federally listed or significant state-listed species, or when 
required as a special condition resulting from consultation with the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service to avoid project effects on a listed species or designated critical habitat.  
The purpose of the following guidelines is to avoid or minimize any disturbance of the 
unique aquatic habitat. 

Guidelines: 

1. Except as modified by Guidelines 2-4 below, all construction work around the
unique habitat will be done using pertinent BMPs, such as those described in A
Guide for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee
Valley Authority Construction and Maintenance Activities, especially Chapter 5,
“Structural Controls Standards and Specifications” (Muncy 2012).

2. Category C designations would be discussed with the TVA Environmental Energy
Delivery staff as early as possible following field surveys to allow time to discuss
possible avoidance or minimization of impacts with design and construction.
Environmental Energy Delivery staff would discuss construction activities to take
place in the SMZ with the Environmental Biological Compliance staff.  On-site
planning sessions would be conducted as needed.  All crossings of streams also
must comply with appropriate state (and, at times, federal) permitting requirements.

3. Cutting of trees within SMZs must be accomplished by using either hand-held
equipment or other appropriate clearing equipment (e.g., a feller-buncher) that
would result in minimal soil disturbance and damage to low-lying vegetation.  The
method will be selected based on site-specific conditions and topography to
minimize soil disturbance and impacts to the SMZ and surrounding area.  Cutting of
trees near permanent streams should be limited to those required to meet National
Electrical Safety Code, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission standards, and
danger tree requirements.  Stumps can be cut close to ground level, but must not be
removed or uprooted.

4. Other vegetation near the unique habitat must be disturbed as little as possible
during construction.  Soil disturbance by plowing, disking, blading, or grading must
be kept at a minimum.  Areas that have to be disturbed must be stabilized as soon
as possible and revegetated as soon as feasible.
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5. Special SMZ requirements will be coordinated with Environmental Biological
Compliance staff.

Maintenance 

During ongoing operations, SMZs will be inspected frequently; and during inactive periods, 
occasionally.  Damaging or failing situations that may cause unacceptable water quality 
impacts will be corrected as soon as practical.  

Revision 2.1 - June 2012 



Comparison of Guidelines Under the Three Stream and Water Body Protection Categories1 (page 1) 

Guidelines A:  Standard Stream Protection B:  Protection of Important Permanent 
Streams, Springs, and Sinkholes 

C:  Protection of Unique Habitats 

1. 

Reference 

 All TVA construction work around streams,
springs, and sinkholes will be done using
pertinent Best Management Practices
(BMPs) such as those described in A
Guide for Environmental Protection and
Best Management Practices for
Tennessee Valley Authority Construction
and Maintenance Activities, especially
Chapter 5, “Structural Controls Standards
and Specifications.”

 Except as modified by Guidelines 2-4, all
construction work around streams will be
done using pertinent BMPs such as those
described in A Guide for Environmental
Protection and Best Management
Practices for Tennessee Valley Authority
Construction and Maintenance Activities,

especially Chapter 5, “Structural Controls
Standards and Specifications.”

 Except as modified by Guidelines 2-4, all
construction work around the unique
habitat will be done using pertinent BMPs
such as those described in A Guide for
Environmental Protection and Best
Management Practices for Tennessee
Valley Authority Construction and
Maintenance Activities, especially
Chapter 5, “Structural Controls Standards
and Specifications.”

2. 

Equipment 
Crossings 

 All equipment crossings of streams and
shorelines must comply with appropriate
state permitting requirements.

 Crossings of all drainage channels,
intermittent streams, and permanent
streams must be done in ways that avoid
erosion problems and long-term changes
in water flow.

 Crossings of any permanent streams must
allow for natural movement of fish and
other aquatic life.

 All equipment crossings of streams also
must comply with appropriate state (and,
at times federal) permitting requirements.

 Crossings of drainage channels and
intermittent streams must be done in ways
that avoid erosion problems and long-term
changes in water flow.

 All construction activity would be
discussed with the TVA Environmental
Energy Delivery staff as early as possible
in the process to allow time to discuss
possible avoidance or minimization of
impacts with design and construction.

 All crossings of streams also must comply
with appropriate state (and, at times
federal) permitting requirements.

 All construction activity would be
discussed with the TVA Environmental
Energy Delivery staff as early as possible
following field surveys to allow time to
discuss possible avoidance or
minimization of impacts with design and
construction.

 On-site planning sessions would be
conducted as needed.

1
Source: A Guide for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley Authority Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy 

2012)



Comparison of Guidelines Under the Three Stream and Water Body Protection Categories1 (page 2) 

Guidelines A:  Standard B:  Important Permanent Streams C:  Unique Water Habitats 

3. 

Cutting 
Trees 

 Cutting of trees within streamside
management zones (SMZs) must be
accomplished by using either hand-
held equipment or other appropriate
clearing equipment (e.g., a feller-
buncher) that would result in minimal
soil disturbance and damage to low-
lying vegetation.  The method will be
selected based on site-specific
conditions and topography to minimize
soil disturbance and impacts to the
SMZ and surrounding area.

 Stumps can be cut close to ground
level, but must not be removed or
uprooted.

 Cutting of trees within SMZs must be
accomplished by using either hand-held
equipment or other appropriate clearing
equipment (e.g., a feller-buncher) that
would result in minimal soil disturbance and
damage to low-lying vegetation.  The
method will be selected based on site-
specific conditions and topography to
minimize soil disturbance and impacts to
the SMZ and surrounding area.

 Cutting of trees near permanent streams
must be limited to those meeting National
Electrical Safety Code (NESC) and danger
tree requirements.

 Stumps can be cut close to ground level,
but must not be removed or uprooted.

 Cutting of trees within SMZs must be
accomplished by using either hand-held
equipment or other appropriate clearing
equipment (e.g., a feller-buncher) that
would result in minimal soil disturbance and
damage to low-lying vegetation.  The
method will be selected based on site-
specific conditions and topography to
minimize soil disturbance and impacts to
the SMZ and surrounding area.

 Cutting of trees near permanent streams
must be limited to those meeting NESC,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
standards, and danger tree requirements.

 Stumps can be cut close to ground level,
but must not be removed or uprooted.

4. 

Other 
Vegetation 

 Other vegetation near streams must be
disturbed as little as possible during
construction.

 Soil displacement as a result of
clearing operations by the actions of
plowing, disking, blading, or other
tillage or grading equipment will be
minimized in SMZs.

 Shorelines that have to be disturbed
must be stabilized as soon as feasible.

 Other vegetation near streams must be
disturbed as little as possible during
construction.

 Soil displacement by the actions of
plowing, disking, blading, or other tillage or
grading equipment will be minimized in
SMZs.

 Shorelines that have to be disturbed must
be stabilized as soon as possible and
revegetated as soon as feasible.

 Other vegetation near the unique habitat
must be disturbed as little as possible
during construction.

 The soil disturbance by plowing, disking,
blading, or grading must be kept at a
minimum.

 Areas that have to be disturbed must be
stabilized as soon as possible and
revegetated as soon as feasible.  Special
SMZ requirements will be coordinated with
Environmental Biological Compliance staff.

1
Source: A Guide for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley Authority Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy 2012) 



Muscle Shoals Solar Project   
 
 

July 2019  Tennessee Valley Authority 

APPENDIX D 
 

TVA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROTECTION SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR TRANSMISSION SUBSTATION OR COMMUNICATIONS CONSTRUCTION  



 

 

Tennessee Valley Authority Environmental Quality Protection 
Specifications for Transmission Substation or Communications 

Construction 
 

1. General – Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and/or the assigned contractor and 
subcontractors shall plan, coordinate, and conduct his or her operations in a manner 
that protects the quality of the environment and complies with TVA’s environmental 
expectations discussed in the preconstruction meeting (including clearing and grading 
or reclearing and removal or dismantling).  This specification contains provisions that 
shall be considered in all TVA and contract construction, dismantling, or forensic 
operations.  If the contractor and his or her subcontractors fail to operate within the 
intent of these requirements, TVA will direct changes to operating procedures.  
Continued violation will result in a work suspension until correction or remedial action is 
taken by the contractor.  Penalties and contract termination will be used as appropriate.  
The costs of complying with the Environmental Quality Protection Specifications are 
incidental to the contract work, and no additional compensation will be allowed.  At all 
site perimeters, structure, foundation, conduit, grounding, fence, drainage ways, etc., 
appropriate protective measures to prevent erosion or release of contaminants will be 
taken immediately upon the end of each step in a construction, dismantling, or forensic 
sequence, and those protective measures will be inspected and maintained throughout 
the construction and site stabilization and rehabilitation period. 

2. Regulations - TVA and/or the assigned contractor and subcontractor(s) shall comply 
with all applicable federal, state, and local environmental and antipollution laws, 
regulations, and ordinances related to environmental protection and prevention, control, 
and abatement of all forms of pollution. 

3. Use Areas - TVA and/or the assigned contractor and/or subcontractor(s) use areas 
include but are not limited to site office, shop, maintenance, parking, storage, staging, 
assembly areas, utility services, and access roads to the use areas.  The construction 
contractor and subcontractor(s) shall submit plans and drawings for their location and 
development to the TVA engineer and project manager for approval.  Secondary 
containment will be provided for fuel and petroleum product storage pursuant to 
29CFR1910.106(D)(6)(iii)(OSHA). 

4. Equipment - All major equipment and proposed methods of operation shall be subject to 
the approval of TVA.  The use or operation of heavy equipment in areas outside the 
right-of-way, access routes, site, or structure, pole, or tower sites will not be permitted 
without permission of the TVA inspector or field engineer.  Heavy equipment use on 
steep slopes (greater than 20 percent) and in wet areas will be held to the minimum 
necessary to construct the transmission or communication facility.  Steps will be taken 
to limit ground disturbance caused by heavy equipment usage, and erosion and 
sediment controls will be instituted on disturbed areas in accordance with state 
requirements and best management practices (BMPs). 

No subsurface ground-disturbing equipment or stump-removal equipment will be used 
by construction forces except on access roads or at the actual site, structure, pole, or 
tower sites, where only footing locations and controlled runoff diversions shall be 
created that disturb the soil.  All other areas of ground cover or in-place stumps and 
roots shall remain in place.  (Note:  Tracked vehicles disturb surface layer of the ground 



 

 

due to size and function.)  Some disking of the right-of-way, access, and site(s) may 
occur for proper seedbed preparation. 

Unless ponding previously occurred (i.e., existing low-lying areas), water should not be 
allowed to pond on the site or around structures except around foundation holes; the 
water must be directed away from the site in as dispersed a manner as possible.  At 
tower or structure sites, some means of upslope interruption of potential overland flow 
and diversion around the footings should be provided as the first step in construction-
site preparation.  If leveling is necessary, it must be implemented by means that provide 
for continuous gentle, controlled, overland flow or percolation.  A good grass cover, 
straw, gravel, or other protection of the surface must be maintained.  Steps taken to 
prevent increases in the moisture content of the in-situ soils will be beneficial both 
during construction and over the service life of any anchor, foundation, or its structure. 

5. Sanitation - A designated TVA or contractor and/or subcontractor(s) representative shall 
contract a sanitary contractor who will provide sanitary chemical toilets convenient to all 
principal points of operation for every working party.  The facilities shall comply with 
applicable federal, state, or local health laws and regulations.  They shall not be located 
closer than 100 feet to any stream or tributary or to any wetland.  The facilities shall be 
required to have proper servicing and maintenance, and the waste disposal contractor 
shall verify in writing that the waste disposal will be in state-approved facilities.  
Employees shall be notified of sanitation regulations and shall be required to use the 
toilet facilities. 

6. Refuse Disposal - Designated TVA and/or contractor and subcontractor(s) personnel 
shall be responsible for daily inspection, cleanup, and proper labeling, storage, and 
disposal of all refuse and debris produced by his or her operations and by his or her 
employees.  Suitable refuse collecting facilities will be required.  Only state-approved 
disposal areas shall be used.  Disposal containers such as dumpsters or roll-off 
containers shall be obtained from a proper waste disposal contractor.  Solid, special, 
construction/demolition, and hazardous wastes as well as scrap are part of the potential 
refuse generated and must be properly managed with emphasis on reuse, recycle, or 
possible give away, as appropriate, before they are handled as wastes.  Records of the 
amounts generated shall be provided to the site’s or project’s designated environmental 
specialist.  Contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) must meet similar provisions on any 
project contracted by TVA.  Final debris, refuse, product, and material removal is the 
responsibility of the contractor unless special written agreement is made with the 
ultimate TVA owner of the site. 

7. Landscape Preservation - TVA and its contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) shall exercise 
care to preserve the natural landscape in the entire construction, dismantling, or 
forensic area as well as use areas, in or outside the right-of-way, and on or adjacent to 
access roads.  Construction operations shall be conducted to prevent any unnecessary 
destruction, scarring, or defacing of the natural vegetation and surroundings in the 
vicinity of the work. 

8. Sensitive Areas Preservation - Certain areas on site and along the access and/or right-
of-way may be designated by the specifications or the TVA engineer as environmentally 
sensitive.  These areas include but are not limited to areas classified as erodible, 
geologically sensitive, scenic, historical and archaeological, fish and wildlife refuges, 
endangered species’ habitat, water supply watersheds, and public recreational areas 
such as parks and monuments.  Contractors, their subcontractor(s), and TVA 



 

 

construction crews shall take all necessary actions to avoid adverse impacts to these 
sensitive areas and their adjacent buffer zones.  These actions may include suspension 
of work or change of operations during periods of rain or heavy public use; hours may 
be restricted or concentrations of noisy equipment may have to be dispersed.  If 
prehistoric or historic artifacts or features are encountered during clearing, grading, 
borrow, fill, construction, dismantling, or forensic operations, the operations shall 
immediately cease for at least 100 feet in each direction, and TVA's construction 
superintendent, project manager, or area environmental program administrator and TVA 
Cultural Resources Program shall be notified.  The site shall be left as found until a 
significance determination is made.  Work may continue elsewhere beyond the 100-foot 
perimeter. 

9. Water Quality Control - TVA and contractor construction, dismantling, or forensic 
activities shall be performed by methods that will prevent entrance or accidental spillage 
of solid matter, contaminants, debris, and other objectionable pollutants and wastes into 
flowing caves, sinkholes, streams, dry watercourses, lakes, ponds, and underground 
water sources. 

The clearing contractor erected erosion and/or sedimentation control shall be 
maintained and (when TVA or contract construction personnel are unable) the 
construction crew(s) shall maintain BMPs such as silt fences on steep slopes and 
adjacent to any stream, wetland, or other water body.  Additional BMPs may be 
required for areas of disturbance created by construction activities and at sequential 
steps of construction at the same location on site.  BMPs will be inspected by the TVA 
field engineer or other designated TVA or contractor and/or subcontractor(s) personnel 
routinely and during periods of high runoff, and any necessary repairs will be made as 
soon as practicable.  BMP inspections and any required sampling will be conducted in 
accordance with permit requirements.  Records of all inspections and sampling results 
will be maintained on site, and copies of inspection forms and sampling results will be 
forwarded to the TVA project manager or supporting environmental specialist. 

Acceptable measures for disposal of waste oil from vehicles and equipment shall be 
followed.  No waste oil shall be disposed of within the site, access, or right-of-way, on a 
related construction site or its access roads. 

10. Turbidity and Blocking of Streams - Construction, dismantling, or forensic activities in or 
near streamside management zones or other bodies of water shall be controlled to 
prevent the water turbidity from exceeding state or local water quality standards for that 
stream.  All conditions of a general storm water permit, aquatic resource alteration 
permit, or a site-specific permit shall be met including monitoring of turbidity in 
receiving streams and/or storm water discharges and implementation of appropriate 
erosion and sediment control measures. 

Appropriate drainage facilities for temporary construction, dismantling, or forensic 
activities interrupting natural site drainage shall be provided to avoid erosion.  
Watercourses shall not be blocked or diverted unless required by the specifications or 
the TVA engineer.  Diversions shall be made in accordance with TVA’s A Guide for 
Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley 
Authority Transmission Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy, 2012). 

On rights-of-way, mechanized equipment shall not be operated in flowing or standing 
water bodies except when approved and, then, only to construct crossings or to perform 



 

 

required construction under direct guidance of TVA.  Construction of stream fords or 
other crossings will only be permitted at approved locations and to current TVA 
construction access road standards.  Material shall not be deposited in watercourses, 
their adjacent wetlands, or within stream bank areas where it could be washed away by 
high stream flows.  Appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ and state permits shall 
be obtained. 

Mechanized equipment shall not be operated in flowing or standing water on substation, 
switching station, or telecommunication sites. 

Wastewater from construction, dismantling, or dewatering operations shall be controlled 
to prevent excessive erosion or turbidity in a stream, wetland, lake, pond or conveyed to 
a sinkhole.  Any work or placing of equipment within a flowing or dry watercourse 
requires the prior approval of TVA. 

11. Floodplain Evaluation - During the planning and design phase of the substation or 
communications facility, floodplain information should be obtained to avoid locating 
flood-damageable facilities in the 100-year floodplain.  If the preferred site is located 
within a floodplain area, alternative sites must be evaluated and documentation 
prepared to support a determination of “no practicable alternative” to siting in the 
floodplain.  In addition, steps taken to minimize adverse floodplain impacts should also 
be documented. 

12. Clearing - No construction, dismantling, or forensic activities may clear additional site or 
right-of-way vegetation or disturb remaining retained vegetation, stumps, or regrowth at 
locations other than the structure, substation, or communication site or access thereto.  
TVA and the construction, dismantling, or forensic contractor(s) must provide 
appropriate erosion or sediment controls for areas they have disturbed after each 
disturbance that have previously been restabilized after clearing operations.  Control 
measures shall be implemented as soon as practicable after disturbance in accordance 
with applicable federal, state, and/or local storm water regulations. 

13. Restoration of Site - All construction, dismantling, or forensic-related disturbed areas 
with the exception of farmland under cultivation and any other areas as may be 
designated by TVA's specifications shall be stabilized in the following manner unless 
the property owner and TVA's engineer specify a different method: 

A.  The subsoil shall be loosened to a minimum depth of 6 inches if possible and 
worked to remove unnatural ridges and depressions. 

B.  If needed, appropriate soil amendments will be added. 

C.  All disturbed areas will initially be seeded with a temporary ground cover such as 
winter wheat, rye, or millet, depending on the season.  Perennials may also be 
planted during initial seeding if proper growing conditions exist.  Final restoration 
and final seeding will be performed as line construction is completed.  Final seeding 
will consist of permanent perennial grasses such as those outlined in TVA’s A Guide 
for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for Tennessee Valley 
Authority Transmission Construction and Maintenance Activities (Muncy 2012).  
Exceptions would include those areas designated as native grass planting areas.  
Initial and final restoration will be performed by the clearing contractor. 



 

 

D.  Rehabilitation species shall use species designated by federal guidance that are 
low–maintenance, native species appropriate for the site conditions that prevail at 
that location. 

E.  TVA holds the option, depending upon the time of year and weather condition, to 
delay or withdraw the requirement of seeding until more favorable planting 
conditions are certain.  In the meantime, other stabilization techniques must be 
applied. 

F.  The site must be protected from species designated by the federal Invasive Species 
Council and must not be the source of species that can be transported to other 
locations via equipment contaminated with viable materials; thus, the equipment 
must be inspected, and any such species’ material found must be removed and 
destroyed prior to transport to another location. 

14. Air Quality Control - Construction, dismantling, and/or forensic crews shall take 
appropriate actions to minimize the amount of air pollution created by their operations.  
All operations must be conducted in a manner that avoids creating a nuisance and 
prevents damage to lands, crops, dwellings, or persons. 

15. Burning - Before conducting any open burning operations, the contractor and 
subcontractor(s) shall obtain permits or provide notifications as required to state forestry 
offices and/or local fire departments.  Burning operations must comply with the 
requirements of state and local air pollution control and fire authorities and will only be 
allowed in approved locations and during appropriate hours and weather conditions.  If 
weather conditions such as wind direction or speed change rapidly, the contractor’s 
burning operations may be temporarily stopped by the TVA field engineer.  The debris 
for burning shall be piled and shall be kept as clean and as dry as possible, then burned 
in such a manner as to reduce smoke.  No materials other than dry wood shall be open 
burned.  The ash and debris shall be buried away from streams or other water sources 
and shall be in areas coordinated with the property owner on rights-of-way or project 
manager for TVA sites.   

16. RENOVATION OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS MAY NOT BE BURNED. 

17. Dust and Mud Control - Construction, dismantling, or forensic activities shall be 
conducted to minimize the creation of dust.  This may require limitations as to types of 
equipment, allowable speeds, and routes utilized.  Water, straw, wood chips, dust 
palliative, gravel, combinations of these, or similar control measures may be used 
subject to TVA's approval.  On new construction sites and easements, the last 100 feet 
before an access road approaches a county road or highway shall be graveled to 
prevent transfer of mud onto the public road. 

18. Vehicle Exhaust Emissions - TVA and/or the contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) shall 
maintain and operate equipment to limit vehicle exhaust emissions.  Equipment and 
vehicles that show excessive emissions of exhaust gasses and particulates due to poor 
engine adjustments or other inefficient operating conditions shall not be operated until 
corrective repairs or adjustments are made. 

19. Vehicle Servicing - Routine maintenance of personal vehicles will not be performed on 
the right-of-way or access route to the site.  However, if emergency or “have to” 
situations arise, minimal/temporary maintenance to personal vehicles will occur in order 



 

 

to mobilize the vehicle to an off-site maintenance shop.  Heavy equipment will be 
serviced on the site except adjacent to or in designated sensitive areas.  The Heavy 
Equipment Department within TVA or the construction, dismantling, or forensic 
contractor will properly maintain these vehicles with approved spill protection controls 
and countermeasures.  If emergency maintenance in a sensitive or questionable area 
arises, the area environmental coordinator or construction environmental engineer will 
be consulted.  All wastes and used oils will be properly recovered, handled, and 
disposed/recycled.  Records of amounts generated shall be provided to TVA.  
Equipment shall not be temporarily stored in stream floodplains whether overnight or on 
weekends or holidays. 

20. Smoke and Odors - TVA and/or the contractor(s) and subcontractor(s) shall properly 
store and handle combustible material that could create objectionable smoke, odors, or 
fumes.  The contractor and subcontractor(s) shall not burn refuse such as trash, rags, 
tires, plastics, or other debris.  

21. Noise Control - TVA and/or the contractor and subcontractor(s) shall take measures to 
avoid the creation of noise levels that are considered nuisances, safety, or health 
hazards.  Critical areas including but not limited to residential areas, parks, public use 
areas, and some ranching operations will require special considerations.  TVA's criteria 
for determining corrective measures shall be determined by comparing the noise level 
of the construction, dismantling, or forensic operation to the background noise levels.  In 
addition, especially noisy equipment such as helicopters, pile drivers, air hammers, 
chippers, chain saws, or areas for machine shops, staging, assembly, or blasting may 
require corrective actions when required by TVA. 

22. Noise Suppression - All internal combustion engines shall be properly equipped with 
mufflers as required by the Department of Labor's Safety and Health Regulations for 
Construction.  TVA may require spark arresters in addition to mufflers on some engines.  
Air compressors and other noisy equipment may require sound-reducing enclosures in 
some circumstances. 

23. Damages - The movement of construction, dismantling, or forensic crews and 
equipment shall be conducted in a manner that causes as little intrusion and damage as 
possible to crops, orchards, woods, wetlands, and other property features and 
vegetation.  The contractor and subcontractor(s) will be responsible for erosion damage 
caused by his or her actions and employees and, especially, for creating conditions that 
would threaten the stability of the right-of-way or site soil, the structures, or access to 
either.  When property owners prefer the correction of ground cover condition or soil 
and subsoil problems themselves, the section of the project to be handled shall be 
documented with an implementation schedule and a property owner signature obtained. 

24. Final Site Cleanup and Inspection - The contractor’s designated person shall ensure 
that all construction, dismantling, or forensic-related debris, products, materials, and 
wastes are properly handled, labeled as required, and removed from the site.  Upon 
completion of those activities, that person and a TVA-designated person shall walk 
down the site and complete an approval inspection. 
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Energy Delivery Guideline 

Revision 3, September 23, 2013 

Energy Delivery Environmental Protection Procedures 

Right-Of-Way Vegetation Management Guidelines 
 
1.0  Overview 
 

A. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) must manage the vegetation on its rights-of-way 

and easements to ensure emergency maintenance access and routine access to structures, 

switches, conductors, and communications equipment.  In addition, TVA must maintain 

adequate clearance, as specified by the National Electrical Safety Code, between 

conductors and tall growing vegetation and other objects.  This requirement applies to 

vegetation within the right-of-way as well as to trees located off the right-of-way.   

 

B. Each year TVA assesses the conditions of the vegetation on and along its rights-of-way.  

This is accomplished by aerial inspections, periodic field inspections, aerial photography, 

and information from TVA personnel, property owners and the general public.  Important 

information gathered during these assessments includes the coverage by various 

vegetation types, the mix of plant species, the observed growth, the seasonal growing 

conditions, and the density of the tall vegetation.  TVA also evaluates the proximity, 

height, and growth rate of trees adjacent to the right-of-way that may be a danger to the 

line or structures.   

 

C. TVA right-of-way specialists develop a vegetation re-clearing plan that is specific to each 

line segment and is based on terrain conditions, species mix, growth, and density. 
 

2.0 Right-of-Way Management Methods 

 

A. TVA uses an integrated vegetation management approach.  In farming areas, TVA 

encourages property owner management of the right-of-way using low growing crops.  

In dissected terrain with rolling hills and interspersed woodlands, TVA may utilize 

mechanical mowing. 

 

B. TVA uses a variety of herbicides specific to the species present with a variety of possible 

application techniques.  TVA utilizes control methods, including use of low volume 

herbicide applications, occasional single tree injections, and tree growth regulators 

(TGRs) to a large extent. 

 

C. In very steep terrain, in sensitive environmental areas, in extensive wetlands, at stream 

banks, and in sensitive property owner land use areas, hand clearing may be utilized.  

Hand clearing is recognized as one of the most hazardous occupations documented by the 

Occupational Health and Safety Administration.    For that reason, TVA utilizes low 

volume herbicide applications in these areas when feasible.  
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D. TVA does not encourage tree re-clearing by individual property owners because of the 

high hazard potential of hand clearing, possible interruptions of the line, and electrical 

safety considerations for untrained personnel that might do the work.  Private property 

owners may re-clear the right-of-way with trained re-clearing professionals. 

 

E. Mechanical mowers not only cut the tall saplings and seedlings on the right-of-way, they 

also shatter the stump and the supporting near surface root crown.  The tendency of 

resistant species is to re-sprout from the root crown and shattered stumps can produce a 

multi-stem dense stand in the immediate area.  Repeated use of mowers on short cycle re-

clearing with many original stumps re-growing in the above manner can create a single 

species thicket or monoculture.  With the original large root system and multiple stems, 

the resistant species can produce re-growth at the rate of 5-10 feet in a year.  In years 

with high rainfall, the growth can reach 12-15 feet in a single year.  These dense, 

monoculture stands can become nearly impenetrable for even large tractors.  Such stands 

have low diversity, little wildlife food or nesting potential, and become a property owner 

concern.  Selective herbicide application may be used to control monoculture stands.  

 

F. TVA encourages property owners to sign an agreement to manage rights-of-way on their 

land for wildlife under the auspices of "Project Habitat," a joint project by TVA, BASF, 

and wildlife organizations, e.g., National Wild Turkey Federation, Quail Unlimited, and 

Buckmasters.  The property owner maintains the right-of-way in wildlife food and cover 

with emphasis on quail, turkey, deer or other wildlife.  A variation used in or adjacent to 

developing suburban areas is to sign agreements with the developer and residents to plant 

and maintain wildflowers on the right-of-way. 

 

G. TVA places strong emphasis on managing rights-of-way in the above manner.  When the 

property owners do not agree to these opportunities, TVA must maintain the right-of-way 

in the most environmentally acceptable, cost-effective, and efficient manner possible. 

 

3.0 Herbicide Program 

 

A. TVA has worked with universities (such as Mississippi State University, University of 

Tennessee, Purdue University and others), chemical manufacturers, other utilities, U.S. 

Department of Transportation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS), and U.S. Forest Service 

(USFS) personnel to explore options for vegetation control.  The results have been strong 

recommendations to use species-specific, low volume herbicide applications in more 

situations.  Research, demonstrations, and other right-of-way programs show a definite 

improvement of rights-of-way treated with selective low-volume applications of new 

herbicides using a variety of application techniques and timing.  Table 1 below identifies 

herbicides currently used on TVA rights-of-way. Table 2 identifies pre-emergent 

herbicides currently being used on bare ground areas on TVA rights-of-way and in 

substations.  Table 3 identifies TGRs that may be used on tall trees that have special 

circumstances that require trimming on a regular cycle, e.g., restrictions on complete 

removal.  The rates of application utilized are those listed on the U.S. Environmental 
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Protection Agency (USEPA) approved label and consistent with utility standard practice 

throughout the Southeast. 

 

Table 1 - Herbicides Currently Used on TVA Rights-of-Way 

 

Trade Name Active Ingredient Label Signal Word 

Accord/Accord 

XRT II 

Glyphosate/Liquid Caution 

Arsenal Imazapyr/Liquid/Granule Caution 

Chopper Imazapyr/RTU Caution 

Clearstand Imazapyr/Metsulfuron 

Methyl/Liquid 

Caution 

Escort Metsulfuron Methyl/Dry Flowable Caution 

Garlon Triclopyr/Liquid Caution 

Garlon 3A Triclopyr/Liquid Danger 

Habitat Imazapyr/Liquid Caution 

Krenite S Fosamine Ammoinium Caution 

Milestone VM Aminopyralid/Liquid Caution 

Pathfinder II Triclopyr/RTU Caution 

Rodeo Glyphosate/Liquid Caution 

Roundup Glyphosate/Liquid Caution 

Roundup Pro Glyphosate Caution 

Streamline Aminocyclopyrachlor/ 

Metsulfuron Methyl/Liquid 

Caution 

Transline Clopyralid/Liquid Caution 

Viewpoint Imazapyr/Aminocyclopyrachlor/ 

Metsulfuron Methyl/Liquid 

Caution 

 

Table 2 - Pre-Emergent Herbicides Currently Used for Bare Ground Areas  

On TVA Rights-of-Way  

 

Trade Name Active Ingredients Label Signal Word 

Arsenal 5G Imazapyr/Granule Caution 

Sahara Diuron/Imazapyr Caution 

SpraKil SK-26 Tebuthiuron/Diuron/Granules Caution 

SpraKil S-5 Tebuthiuron/Granules Caution 

Topsite Diuron/Imazapyr Caution 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3 - Tree Growth Regulators (TGRs) Currently Used On TVA  

     Rights-of-Way 
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Trade Name Active Ingredients Label Signal Word 

Profile 2SC TGR-paclobutrazol Caution 

TGR Flurprimidol Caution 

 

B. The herbicides listed in Table 1 and 2 and TGRs listed in Table 3 have been evaluated in 

extensive studies in support of registration applications and label requirements.  Many 

have been reviewed in the USFS vegetation management environmental impact 

statements (EISs), and those evaluations are incorporated here by reference (USFS 

1989a, 1989b, 2002a, and 2002b).  Electronic copies can be accessed at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/planning/documents/vegmgmt/.  The result of these reviews has 

been a consistent finding of limited environmental impact beyond that of control of the 

target vegetation.  All the listed herbicides have been found to be of low environmental 

toxicity when applied by trained applicators following the label and registration 

procedures, including prescribed measures, such as buffer zones, to protect threatened 

and endangered species.   

 

C. Low volume herbicide applications are recommended since research demonstrates much 

wider plant diversity after such applications.  There is better ground erosion protection 

and more wildlife food plants and cover plants develop.  In most situations there is 

increased development of wild flowering plants and shrubs.  In conjunction with 

herbicides, the diversity and density of low-growing plants provide control of tall-

growing species through competition. 

 

D. Wildlife managers often request the use of herbicides in place of rotary mowing in order 

to avoid damage to nesting and tunneling wildlife.  This method retains ground cover 

year around with a better mix of food species and associated high-protein insect 

populations for birds in the right seasons.  Most also report less damage to soils (even 

when compared with rubber-tired equipment). 

 

E. Property owners interested in tree production often request the use of low volume 

applications rather than hand or mechanical clearing because of the insect and fungus 

problems in damaged vegetation and debris left on the right-of-way.  The insect and 

fungus invasions, such as pine tip moth, oak leaf blight, sycamore and dogwood blight, 

etc., are becoming widespread across the nation. 

 

F. Best Management Practices (BMPs) governing application of herbicides are contained 

within A Guide for Environmental Protection and Best Management Practices for 

Tennessee Valley Authority Transmission Construction and Maintenance Activities 

(Muncy 2012) which is incorporated by reference.  Herbicides can be liquid, granular, or 

powder and can be applied aerially or by ground equipment and may be selectively 

applied or broadcast, depending on the site requirements, species present, and condition 

of the vegetation.  Water quality considerations include measures taken to keep 

herbicides from reaching streams whether by direct application or through runoff of or 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/planning/documents/vegmgmt/
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flooding by surface water.  “Applicators” must be trained, licensed, and follow 

manufacturers’ label instructions, USEPA guidelines, and respective state regulations and 

laws.  

 

G. When herbicides are used, their potential adverse impacts are considered in selecting the 

compound, formulation, and application method.  Herbicides that are designated 

“Restricted Use” by USEPA require application by or under the supervision of 

applicators certified by the respective state control board.  Aerial and ground applications 

are done either by TVA or by contractors in accordance with the following guidelines 

identified in the TVA BMP manual (Muncy 2012): 

 

1. The sites to be treated are selected and application directed by the appropriate TVA 

official. 

2. A preflight walking or flying inspection is made within 72 hours prior to applying 

herbicides aerially. This inspection ensures that no land use changes have occurred, 

that sensitive areas are clearly identified to the pilot, and that buffer zones are 

maintained.  

3. Aerial application of liquid herbicides will normally not be made when surface wind 

speeds exceed 5 miles per hour, in areas of fog, or during periods of temperature 

inversion. 

4. Pellet application will normally not be made when the surface wind speeds exceed 10 

miles per hour, or on frozen or water saturated soils. 

5. Liquid application is not performed when the temperature reaches 95 degrees 

Fahrenheit or above. 

6. Application during unstable, unpredictable, or changing weather patterns is avoided. 

7. Equipment and techniques are used that are designed to ensure maximum control of 

the spray swath with minimum drift. 

8. Herbicides are not applied to surface water or wetlands unless specifically labeled for 

aquatic use.  Filter and buffer strips will conform at least to federal and state 

regulations and any label requirements.  The use of aerial or broadcast application of 

herbicides is not allowed within a streamside management zone (SMZ) adjacent to 

perennial streams, ponds, and other water sources.  Hand application of certain 

herbicides labeled for use within SMZs is used only selectively. 

9. Buffers and filter strips (200 feet minimum width) are maintained next to agricultural 

crops, gardens, farm animals, orchards, apiaries, horticultural crops, and other 

valuable vegetation.  

10. Herbicides are not applied in the following areas or times: (a) in city, state, and 

national parks or forests or other special areas without written permission and/or 

required permits (b) off the right-of-way and (c) during rainy periods or during the 

48- hour interval prior to rainfall predicted with a 20 percent or greater probability by 

local forecasters, when soil active herbicides are used. 

 

H. TVA currently uses primarily low volume applications of foliar and basal applications, 

e.g., Accord (Glyphosate), Arsenal (Imazapyr), Clearstand (Imazapyr / Metsulfuron 
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Methyl), Milestone VM (Aminopyralid) and Streamline (Aminocyclopyrachlor / 

Metsulfuron Methyl).   
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NASHVILLE DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

WEST REGULATORY FIELD OFFICE 
2424 DANVILLE ROAD SW, SUITE-N 

DECATUR, AL 35603 

November 8, 2019 

SUBJECT:  LRN-2017-01012, First Solar, Dev., LLC.; Approved Jurisdictional Determination, 
Mulberry Creek Watershed Mile 0.4L, Tennessee River Mile 241.6L Colbert County, AL 

First Solar, Dev., LLC. 
C/o Russell Kiesling 
11757 Katy Freeway. Ste. 400 
Houston, TX 77079 

Dear Mr. Kiesling: 

This letter is in regard to your report entitled “Environmental Assessment Report, 2019”, 
which documented potential waters of the United States on a review area of approximately 
1,432 acres. This project has been assigned File No. LRN-2017-01012, please refer to this 
number in any future correspondence.   

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has regulatory responsibilities pursuant to 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403).  Under Section 10, the USACE regulates any work in, or affecting, 
navigable waters of the U.S.  It appears the review area does not include navigable waters of 
the U.S. and would not be subject to the provisions of Section 10. Under Section 404, the 
USACE regulates the discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the U.S., including 
wetlands.  

Enclosed is an approved jurisdictional determination for aquatic resources identified as S-
A-1, S-A-2, S-A-3, S-A-4, S-B-1, S-B-2, S-E-1, S-E-2, S-E-7, S-E-9, which were determined to 
be jurisdictional, and WET-B-1, WET-B-2, WET-B-3, WET-C-1, WET-C-2, WET-C-3, WET-E-1, 
WET-E-7, WET-E-8, WET-E-9, WET-E-10, WET-E-11, WET-E-12, S-B-3, S-C-1, S-C-2, S-C-3, 
S-C-4, S-C-5, S-C-6, S-C-7, S-E-8, S-E-10, which were determined not to be jurisdictional. The 
rationale for this determination is provided in the attached Approved Jurisdictional Determination 
form. This approved jurisdictional determination expires five years from the date of this letter, 
unless new information warrants revision of the determination before the expiration date, or the 
District Engineer identifies specific geographic areas with rapidly changing environmental 
conditions that merit re-verification on a more frequent basis. This delineation/determination has 
been conducted to identify the limits of COE' s Clean Water Act jurisdiction for the particular site 
identified in this request. This delineation/determination may not be valid for the wetland 
conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985. If you or your tenant are USDA 
program participants, or anticipate participation in USDA programs, you should request a 
certified wetland determination from the local office of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, prior to starting work. This approved jurisdictional determination is only valid for the 
review area as shown on the map labeled LRN-2017-01012, AJD Review Area.
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If you object to this decision, you may request an administrative appeal under Corps 
regulations at 33 CFR Part 331. Enclosed you will find a Notification of Appeals Process (NAP) 
fact sheet and Request for Appeal (RFA) form. If you request to appeal this decision you must 
submit a completed RFA form to the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division, Division Office at the 
following address:  
 
 LRD Appeals Officer 
  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 Great Lakes and Ohio River Division 
 550 Main Street, Room 10524 
  Cincinnati, OH  45202-3222 
  TEL (513) 684-2699; FAX (513) 684-2460 

 
In order for an RFA to be accepted by the Corps, the Corps must determine that it is 

complete, that it meets the criteria for appeal under 33 CFR Part 331.5, and that it has been 
received by the Division Office within 60 days of the date listed on the RFA form.  It is not 
necessary to submit an RFA form to the Division Office if you do not object to the 
decision in this letter. 

 
We appreciate your awareness of the USACE regulatory program.  If you have any 

questions, you may contact me or Mr. David Medina at (256) 350-5620 or by e-mail at 
David.J.Medina@usace.army.mil.   
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 

 Timothy C. Wilder 
 Chief, West Branch 
 Regulatory Division 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
Enclosures: 
Notification of Administrative Appeal Options and Process and Request for Appeal Form 
AJD Forms 
LRN-2019-00309, AJD Review Area 
 
Electronic Copies Furnished: 
Chad Martin, Cardno Inc. 



NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OPTIONS AND PROCESS AND 

REQUEST FOR APPEAL 

Applicant:  File Number: Date: 

Attached is: See Section below 
INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) A 
PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) B 
PERMIT DENIAL C 
APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION D 
PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION E 

SECTION I - The following identifies your rights and options regarding an administrative appeal of the above 
decision.  Additional information may be found at 
http://www.usace.army.mil/CECW/Pages/reg_materials.aspx or Corps regulations at 33 CFR Part 331. 
A:  INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT:  You may accept or object to the permit. 
 ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final

authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.  Your
signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights
to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

 OBJECT:  If you object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request that
the permit be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and return the form to the district engineer.
Your objections must be received by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will forfeit your right
to appeal the permit in the future.  Upon receipt of your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your objections and may: (a)
modify the permit to address all of your concerns, (b) modify the permit to address some of your objections, or (c) not modify
the permit having determined that the permit should be issued as previously written.  After evaluating your objections, the
district engineer will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as indicated in Section B below.

B:  PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit 
 ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final

authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.  Your
signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights
to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

 APPEAL:  If you choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you
may appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section II of this
form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the
date of this notice.

C:  PERMIT DENIAL:   You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process 
by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division 
engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice. 

D:  APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION:  You may accept or appeal the approved JD or 
provide new information. 
 ACCEPT:  You do not need to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD.  Failure to notify the Corps within 60 days of  the

date of this notice,  means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD.

 APPEAL:  If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers Administrative
Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received
by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice.

E:  PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION:  You do not need to respond to the Corps 
regarding the preliminary JD.  The Preliminary JD is not appealable.  If you wish, you may request an 
approved JD (which may be appealed), by contacting the Corps district for further instruction.  Also you may 
provide new information for further consideration by the Corps to reevaluate the JD. 

First Solar, Dev., LLC. LRN-2017-01012 11/8/2019

X



SECTION II - REQUEST FOR APPEAL or OBJECTIONS TO AN INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT 
REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECTIONS:  (Describe your reasons for appealing the decision or your objections to an 
initial proffered permit in clear concise statements.  You may attach additional information to this form to clarify where your reasons 
or objections are addressed in the administrative record.) 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative record, the Corps memorandum for the 
record of the appeal conference or meeting, and any supplemental information that the review officer has determined is needed to 
clarify the administrative record.  Neither the appellant nor the Corps may add new information or analyses to the record.  However, 
you may provide additional information to clarify the location of information that is already in the administrative record. 
POINT OF CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION: 
If you have questions regarding this decision and/or the appeal 
process you may contact: 
David Medina
Nashville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Regulatory Division - West Regulatory Field Office
2424 Danville Road SW, Suite - N
Decatur, AL 35603
(256) 350-5620;  David.J.Medina@usace.army.mil

If you only have questions regarding the appeal process you may 
also contact: 
Jacob Siegrist 
Regulatory Appeals Review Officer 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Great Lakes and Ohio River Division 
550 Main Street, Room 10524 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45202-3222 
Phone: (513) 684-2699 Fax: (513) 684-2460 

RIGHT OF ENTRY:  Your signature below grants the right of entry to Corps of Engineers personnel, and any government 
consultants, to conduct investigations of the project site during the course of the appeal process.  You will be provided a 15 day 
notice of any site investigation, and will have the opportunity to participate in all site investigations. 

_______________________________
Signature of appellant or agent. 

Date: Telephone number: 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-A-1, an ephemeral tributary. S-A-1 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 8   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  2-5 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 2:1.   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-A-1 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-A-2, an ephemeral tributary. S-A-2 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 28   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  2-5 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 2 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-A-2 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 3 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 3-5 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-A-3, an ephemeral tributary. S-A-3 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 10   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  2-5 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 2:1.   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-A-3 has minor riffle/pool areas due to it being ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-A-4, a perennial tributary. S-A-4 flows directly into directly 
into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water 
determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational waters       

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 
S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 Pick List 
  Drainage area: 70 to 3,473  Pick List 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through Pick List tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  Pick List river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  Pick List river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 2. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 17 feet 
  Average depth: 6 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: Mulberry Creek has frequent riffle/pool areas. 
  Tributary geometry: Meandering  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Seasonal flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: Mulberry Creek, S-E-7 are perennial flow and others are ephemeral/intermittent. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff and automotive runoff from 
surrounding fields and roads.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 5-15 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings: pernnial water that floods and is directly connected to a TNW. 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings: Riparian area habitat for small mammals, reptiles, amphibians and 
substrate provides benthic and aquatic fauna habitat. 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: 1    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

            Y   24 acres                   
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters directly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. Water can also provide aquatic habitat and support fish functions. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek has a very large drainage area, a site visit during April indicated heavy flow, fish and 
other aquatic species were noted during the site visit. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 



 

 

 

 

seasonally: S-E-1 is a 2nd order stream that did not have flow at the time of the site visit. There were still pools of water 
throughout the stream bed with aquatic insects. S-E-7 emerges from a spring box that was flowing during the time of the site 
visit. Mulberry Creek supports a large drainage area and had water and fish during the site visit.. 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

  
E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 
 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
 
 



LRN-2017-01012 

AJD Form, S-B-1 



   
   

APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-B-1, an ephemeral tributary. S-B-1 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 5   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-B-1 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being steep and ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 2-4 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
 
 



LRN-2017-01012 

AJD Form, S-B-2 



   
   

APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-B-2, an ephemeral tributary. S-B-2 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 40  acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-B-2 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being steep and ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 2-4 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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AJD Form, S-E-1 



   
   

APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-E-1, an intermittent tributary. S-E-1 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 400-500  acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 2. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 8 feet 
  Average depth: 4 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-E-1 has frequent riffle/pool areas. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Intermittent but not seasonal flow  
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: stream may dry during later summer months. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff and automotive runoff from 
surrounding fields and roads.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 5-15 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings: Riparian area habitat for small mammals, reptiles, amphibians and 
substrate provides benthic and aquatic fauna habitat. 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters directly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. Water can also provide aquatic habitat and support fish functions. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek has a very large drainage area, a site visit during April indicated heavy flow, fish and 
other aquatic species were noted during the site visit. . 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 



 

 

 

 

seasonally: S-E-1 is a 2nd order stream that did not have flow at the time of the site visit. There were still pools of water 
throughout the stream bed with aquatic insects. S-E-7 emerges from a spring box that was flowing during the time of the site 
visit. Mulberry Creek supports a large drainage area and had water and fish during the site visit.. 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

  
E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 
 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
 
 



LRN-2017-01012 

AJD Form, S-E-2 



   
   

APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 8/11/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-E-2, an ephemeral tributary. S-E-2 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 100   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-E-2 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-E-7, a perennial tributary. S-E-7 flows directly into Mulberry 
Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate AJD forms 
have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 11/8/2019    
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 
S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 10-20  acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  2-5 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  2-5 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 2. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 2:1.   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-E-7 has frequent riffle/pool areas due to being a spring. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 1 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Seasonal flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: stream is spring fed from underground source. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Yes.  Explain findings: discharge point for underground water.  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff and automotive runoff from 
surrounding fields and roads.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 5-15 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings: Riparian area habitat for small mammals, reptiles, amphibians and 
substrate provides benthic and aquatic fauna habitat. 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: Pick List    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

                                       
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters directly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. Water can also provide aquatic habitat and support their primary functions. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek has a very large drainage area, a site visit during April indicated heavy flow, fish and 
other aquatic species were noted during the site visit. . 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 



 

 

 

 

seasonally: S-E-1 is a 2nd order stream that did not have flow at the time of the site visit. There were still pools of water 
throughout the stream bed with aquatic insects. S-E-7 emerges from a spring box that was flowing during the time of the site 
visit. Mulberry Creek supports a large drainage area and had water and fish during the site visit.. 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

  
E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 
 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 
 
SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): 11/8/2019    

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Nashville District, First Solar, LRN-2017-01012  
 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The JD review area includes 2,467 acres of land on the west 
central side of Colbert County, Alabama.  The majority of the JD review area is in agricultural use but some areas are forested.  This AJD 
form references all waters found within the JD review area but discusses only S-E-9, an ephemeral tributary. S-E-9 flows directly into 
Mulberry Creek (S-A-4), a perennial stream that flows directly into a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW), the Tennessee River. Separate 
AJD forms have been completed by the USACE for each water determined to be a water of the U.S. (WOUS), and all non-jurisdicational 
waters.  

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Barton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.75881° N, Long. -87.909289° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Mulberry Creek 
Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River (Pickwick Lake) 
Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): )Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  
 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     
 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date:          
 Field Determination.  Date(s): April 18-19, 2019  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 
 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 
 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   
    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  
    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 
   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters:  linear feet:  width (ft) and/or       acres.  
  Wetlands:  
S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  
S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft) 
S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 
S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 



 

 

 

 

S-E-1 (RPW) Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 
S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) 
S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 
 acres.         
  
  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: Established by OHWM. 
   Elevation of established OHWM (if known):     .  
 
 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  
Explain:  The wetlands listed below are geographically isolated and the streams listed below flow into these wetlands 

and are therefore not tributaries of traditional navigable waters. These listed waters do not drain directly or indirectly 

into any waters of the U.S. and do not support a link to interstate or foreign commerce because they are not known to 

be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreation or other purposes; do not produce fish or shellfish that could 

be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce and are not known to be used for industrial purposes by industries 

in interstate commerce. The USACE has determined that the waters listed below are isolated and not jurisdictional 

under Section 404 of the CWA. 

 

*WET-B-1 (emergent) - 0.22 acre 

*WET-B-2 (emergent) - 8.48 acre 

*WET-B-3 (forested) - 1.06 acre 

*WET-C-1 (emergent) - 0.23 acre 

*WET-C-2 (scrub-shrub) - 0.28 acre 

*WET-C-3 (forested) - 1.43 acre 

*WET-E-1 (PUB) - 0.40 acre 

*WET-E-7 (scrub-shrub) - 0.27 acre 

*WET-E-8 (forested) - 1.77 acre 

*WET-E-9 (emergent) - 4.19 acre 

*WET-E-10 (scrub-shrub) - 2.24acre 

*WET-E-11 (PUB) - 7.36 acre 

*WET-E-12 (PUB) - 0.63 acre 

 Total = 28.56 acres 

 

*S-B-3 (ephemeral) 407 LF 

*S-C-1 (ephemeral) 2,588 LF 

*S-C-2 (ephemeral) 561 LF 

*S-C-3 (ephemeral) 477 LF 

*S-C-4 (ephemeral) 681 LF 

*S-C-5 (ephemeral) 567 LF 

*S-C-6 (ephemeral) 511 LF 

*S-C-7 (ephemeral) 661 LF 

*S-E-8 (ephemeral) 1,285 LF 

*S-E-10 (ephemeral) 1,088 LF 

 Total = 8,826 LF 

 

.   

                                                 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  
 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    
 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:   N/A. 
   

 
B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 
 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 83,966 acres 
  Drainage area: 40   acres 
  Average annual rainfall: 57 inches 
  Average annual snowfall: 2 inches 
  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 
   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   
   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   
 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     
  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     
  Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     
  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW's and RPW's flows into an RPW (Mulberry Creek) on the Project site, which 
flows into Pickwick Lake (TNW). 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 1. 
  
 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 
  Tributary is:    Natural  
     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 
     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 
  Average width: 2.5 feet 
  Average depth: 1 feet 
  Average side slopes: 3:1 .   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 
   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   
   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       
   Other. Explain:      . 
  
  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: Banks stable, mild erosion. 
  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: S-E-9 has no riffle/pool areas due to it being steep and ephemeral. 
  Tributary geometry: Relatively straight  
  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 2-4 % 
  
 (c) Flow:  
  Tributary provides for: Ephemeral flow 
  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  
 Describe flow regime: In response to rainfall. 
  Other information on duration and volume:      .  
 
  Surface flow is: Confined.  Characteristics:      . 
  
  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
  
  Tributary has (check all that apply): 
  Bed and banks   
   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   
     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  
     shelving   the presence of wrack line 
     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   
     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  
     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  
     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        
     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  
 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 
    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 
    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  
    tidal gauges 
    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  
Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: Pollutants for this area would include agricultural runoff from surrounding fields.  
 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): 1-3 feet average width. 
    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 
    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:    .  
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:      . 
   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:      . 
 
 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 
  Properties: 
   Wetland size: N/A acres 
   Wetland type.  Explain: N/A. 
   Wetland quality.  Explain:  N/A . 
  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  
   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
  Flow is: Pick List. Explain: N/A. 
   
  Surface flow is: Pick List   

    Characteristics:      . 
    
    Subsurface flow: Pick List.  Explain findings:      . 
   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 
 
 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  
   Not directly abutting 
    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 
    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 
    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 
 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
   Project wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
   Project waters are  Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Pick List.   
  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the Pick List floodplain. 
  
 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 
characteristics; etc.).  Explain: Brown water. . 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  
 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 
    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain:     .  
    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 
   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 
 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: 1    
 Approximately ( N/A ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 
 
  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 
                                      

            N   24 acres                   
                             
                                 
 
  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: flood retention, nutrient cycling, 

filtering and habitat. 
 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 
TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 
other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 
support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 
biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 
findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D: The listed waters 
help carry pollutants and flood waters indirectly into a TNW. The transport of water also transfers organic carbon runoff and other 
nutrients to downstream foodwebs. 

  
2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D:      . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    
   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 
tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek's watershed is very large and the site visit revealed heavy flow during summer months. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 
jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: During site visit there was very little to no water present within the stream. 



 

 

 

 

 
   
 
   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
     Tributary waters:                   S-A-4 (Mulberry Creek) (RPW) Perennial, 4,365 linear feet: 17 width (ft); S-E-1 (RPW) 

Intermittent, 5,490 linear feet: 8 width (ft); S-E-7 (RPW) Perennial, 202 linear feet: 1 width (ft) linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 
    

 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 
TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  S-A-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 191 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

   S-A-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 2,182 linear feet: 4 width (ft)  

S-A-3 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 178 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

  S-B-1 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 532 linear feet: 2.5 width (ft) 

S-B-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 435 linear feet: 3 width (ft) 

S-E-2 (Non-RPW) Ephemeral, 534 linear feet: 2 width (ft) 

S-E-9 (Non-RPW) Ephermal, 553 linear feet: 8 width (ft) 

 linear feet     width (ft).     
     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 
 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  
     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  
    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  
    directly abutting an RPW:      . 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW:      . 

 
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 
and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   
  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 

 
6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 
with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 
  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  
 
 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  
   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 
   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 
   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   
 

  

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 
   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 
   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 
   Other factors.  Explain:     . 
 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 
 
 
 
 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 
   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     
   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   
 
 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  
 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   
  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:  .  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above): Non-wetland features found in section B-2 do not flow directly or indirectly into a 

TNW or other waters of the U.S. The combined total length of these features are 8,826 linear feet. 
 
 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet        width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres.        
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands: 28.56 acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  linear feet,         width (ft). 
 Lakes/ponds:      acres. 
 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 
 Wetlands:  acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 
 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 
 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 
 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   
  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:2400 Cherokee. 
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: Colbert County, AL. 
 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:National Wetlands Inventory, 1:58,000 scale, color infrared imagery 1981.. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 
 FEMA/FIRM maps:Mulberry Creek is within a flood zone on the southeast portion of the property. 
 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:450 (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Multiple from Google Earth.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):site photos provided by applicant, reference report September 2016.  
 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 
 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 
 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 
 Other information (please specify):     . 

      
             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 
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Cardno Inc. 
 
76 San Marcos Street 
Austin, Texas 78735 
USA 
 

Phone: +1 512 745 8129   
Fax:  +1 512 605 2641 

 

www.cardno.com 

January 31, 2019 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Nashville District Regulatory Branch 

3701 Bell Road, Nashville, TN 37214 

Subject: Approved Jurisdictional Determination for Muscle Shoals Solar Facility in 

Colbert County, Alabama 

Sir or Madam: 

Please find attached one (1) Approved Jurisdictional Determination (AJD) form for the proposed 

commercial solar project in Colbert County, Alabama.  The parcels are separated as such: Study 

C (417 acres), Study D (782 acres), Study E (1,432 acres) and Study F (58 acres). The results of 

the environmental surveys within these sites are presented in one attached report. Study A/B 

(1,066 acres) which is also included in this report, has already been submitted for review 

(acknowledged on November 27, 2017 by David Medina, PM).  First Solar intends to avoid or 

minimize impacts to potential waters of the U.S. by designing around jurisdictional streams and 

wetlands where practical.  Any questions concerning this submittal may be sent to 

chad.martin@cardno.com or I may be reached at my mobile number: 713-203-9161. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Chad Martin, PWS, CWB 

Principal / Technical Director 

Cardno Inc. 

Direct Line +1 713.203.9161 

Email: chad.martin@cardno.com 
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APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
This form should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section IV of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 

 

SECTION I:  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): January 4, 2019     

 

B.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: USACE Nashville District Office  

 

C.   PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION:        

State: Alabama   County/parish/borough: Colbert County  City: Cherokee 

Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 34.787143° N, Long. -87.960440° W.  

           Universal Transverse Mercator:       

Name of nearest waterbody: Malone Creek 

Name of nearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resource flows: Tennessee River/Pickwick Lake 

Name of watershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): Pickwick Lake_HUC3-06030005 

 Check if map/diagram of review area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request.  

 Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc…) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 

different JD form.     

 

D.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: June 1st - 2nd, 2016, August 29th, 2016, November 16th-17th, 2017, July 11th-13th, 

November 26-30 2018, and January 7-11 2019.    

 Field Determination.  Date(s): June 1st - 2nd, 2016, August 29th, 2016, November 16th-17th, 2017, July 11th-13th , 2018, 

November 26-30 2018 and January 13-18 2019.  

 

SECTION II:  SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A.  RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

 

There Are no  “navigable waters of the U.S.” within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 

review area. [Required]    

 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 

 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce.  

Explain:      . 

 

B.  CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION.  

 

There Are “waters of the U.S.” within Clean Water Act (CWA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 328) in the review area. [Required] 

 

 1. Waters of the U.S. 

  a.   Indicate presence of waters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

    TNWs, including territorial seas   

    Wetlands adjacent to TNWs  

    Relatively permanent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs  

    Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 

    Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs    

    Impoundments of jurisdictional waters 

    Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 

   

 b. Identify (estimate) size of waters of the U.S. in the review area: 

  Non-wetland waters: Streams linear feet: 30,276.0;   6 width (ft) and/or 4.17 acres.  

  Wetlands: 5.65 acres.         

  

  c. Limits (boundaries) of jurisdiction based on: 1987 Delineation Manual 

   Elevation of established OHWM (if known): N/A, based on USACE protocol and field delineation.  

 

 2.  Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

   Potentially jurisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and determined to be not jurisdictional.  

Explain: Ephemeral drainages and associated or isolated wetlands.   

                                                 
1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section III below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least “seasonally” 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 



 

 

 

 

SECTION III:  CWA ANALYSIS 

 

A. TNWs AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

 

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over TNWs and wetlands adjacent to TNWs.  If the aquatic resource is a TNW, complete 

Section III.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic resource is a wetland adjacent to a TNW, complete Sections III.A.1 and 2 

and Section III.D.1.; otherwise, see Section III.B below.  

 

 1. TNW     

  Identify TNW: N/A.    

 

 Summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 

 

 2. Wetland adjacent to TNW   

  Summarize rationale supporting conclusion that wetland is “adjacent”:      . 

   

 

B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TNW) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

 

 This section summarizes information regarding characteristics of the tributary and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 

determine whether or not the standards for jurisdiction established under Rapanos have been met.  

  

 The agencies will assert jurisdiction over non-navigable tributaries of TNWs where the tributaries are “relatively permanent 

waters” (RPWs), i.e. tributaries that typically flow year-round or have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 

months). A wetland that directly abuts an RPW is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic resource is not a TNW, but has year-round 

(perennial) flow, skip to Section III.D.2. If the aquatic resource is a wetland directly abutting a tributary with perennial flow, 

skip to Section III.D.4.  

 

 A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not directly abut an RPW requires a significant nexus evaluation. Corps districts and 

EPA regions will include in the record any available information that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 

relatively permanent tributary that is not perennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a traditional navigable water, even 

though a significant nexus finding is not required as a matter of law. 

 

If the waterbody4 is not an RPW, or a wetland directly abutting an RPW, a JD will require additional data to determine if the 

waterbody has a significant nexus with a TNW. If the tributary has adjacent wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 

consider the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, for 

analytical purposes, the tributary and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whether the review area identified in the JD request is 

the tributary, or its adjacent wetlands, or both. If the JD covers a tributary with adjacent wetlands, complete Section III.B.1 for 

the tributary, Section III.B.2 for any onsite wetlands, and Section III.B.3 for all wetlands adjacent to that tributary, both onsite 

and offsite. The determination whether a significant nexus exists is determined in Section III.C below.  

 

 1. Characteristics of non-TNWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i) General Area Conditions: 

  Watershed size: 2,400square miles 

  Drainage area: 1,080  acres 

  Average annual rainfall:   57 inches 

  Average annual snowfall:   2 inches 

  

 (ii)  Physical Characteristics: 

 (a) Relationship with TNW: 

   Tributary flows directly into TNW.   

   Tributary flows through 2 tributaries before entering TNW.   

 

  Project waters are  1-2 river miles from TNW.     

  Project waters are  1 (or less) river miles from RPW.     

  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from TNW.     

  Project waters are  1-2 aerial (straight) miles from RPW.     

  Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  

 

 Identify flow route to TNW5: Non-RPW flows into an RPW, which flows into Pickwick Lake. 

  Tributary stream order, if known: 2nd order. 

                                                 
4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West.  
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 



 

 

 

 

  

 (b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all that apply): 

  Tributary is:    Natural  

     Artificial (man-made).  Explain:      . 

     Manipulated  (man-altered).  Explain:      . 

 

  Tributary properties with respect to top of bank (estimate): 

  Average width: 4 feet 

  Average depth: 6 feet 

  Average side slopes: 2:1.   

 

  Primary tributary substrate composition (check all that apply): 

   Silts   Sands     Concrete   

   Cobbles     Gravel    Muck   

   Bedrock    Vegetation.  Type/% cover:       

   Other. Explain:      . 

  

  Tributary condition/stability [e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks].  Explain: sloughing banks. 

  Presence of run/riffle/pool complexes.  Explain: Yes, complexes were observed and documented. 

  Tributary geometry: Meandering  

  Tributary gradient (approximate average slope): 2 % 

  

 (c) Flow:  

  Tributary provides for: Seasonal flow 

  Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: 20 (or greater)  

 Describe flow regime: natural. 

  Other information on duration and volume:      .  

 

  Surface flow is: Discrete.  Characteristics:      . 

  

  Subsurface flow: Unknown.  Explain findings:      .  

   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 

  

  Tributary has (check all that apply): 

  Bed and banks   

   OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply):  

      clear, natural line impressed on the bank  the presence of litter and debris   

     changes in the character of soil   destruction of terrestrial vegetation  

     shelving   the presence of wrack line 

     vegetation matted down, bent, or absent  sediment sorting   

     leaf litter disturbed or washed away  scour  

     sediment deposition    multiple observed or predicted flow events  

     water staining   abrupt change in plant community        

     other (list):       

  Discontinuous OHWM.7  Explain:     .  

 

   If factors other than the OHWM were used to determine lateral extent of CWA jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

     High Tide Line indicated by:      Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

    oil or scum line along shore objects  survey to available datum; 

    fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore)   physical markings; 

    physical markings/characteristics  vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types.  

    tidal gauges 

    other (list): 

  

  (iii)  Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.).  

Explain: Water relatively clear. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  

 

                                                 
6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction (e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 

the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices).  Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody’s flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators of flow above and below the break. 
7Ibid.  



 

 

 

 

 (iv)  Biological Characteristics.  Channel supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian corridor.  Characteristics (type, average width): Woodland Vegetation,250 feet. 

    Wetland fringe.  Characteristics:      . 

    Habitat for: 

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings: Potential habitat in riparian corridor for bat roosting.  

   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings: small minnow and sunfish species. 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:      . 

   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings: water hole, riparian movement corridor. 

 

 2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TNW that flow directly or indirectly into TNW 

 

 (i)  Physical Characteristics:  

 (a) General Wetland Characteristics: 

  Properties: 

   Wetland size: 2.11 acres 

   Wetland type.  Explain: PEM. 

   Wetland quality.  Explain:   Consisting of 3 PEM wetland. One of the wetland is a Spring-fed Wetland. 

  Project wetlands cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: N/A.  

   

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 

  Flow is: Perennial flow. Explain: Wet-F-2 is a Spring-fed wetland. Water flows to Mulberry Creek. Wet-F-1 is a fringe 

wetland abutting Cane Creek. Wet-E-6 adjacent to mulberry creek. 

   

  Surface flow is: Overland sheetflow   

    Characteristics:      . 

    

    Subsurface flow: Yes.  Explain findings: Spring-fed wetland (Wet-F-2). 

   Dye (or other) test performed:      . 

 

 (c) Wetland Adjacency Determination with Non-TNW: 

    Directly abutting  

   Not directly abutting 

    Discrete wetland hydrologic connection.  Explain:      . 

    Ecological connection.  Explain:      . 

    Separated by berm/barrier.  Explain:      . 

 

 (d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 

   Project wetlands are 1 (or less) river miles from TNW. 

   Project waters are  1 (or less) aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 

  Flow is from: Wetland to navigable waters.   

  Estimate approximate location of wetland as within the 100 - 500-year floodplain. 

  

 (ii) Chemical Characteristics: 

Characterize wetland system (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 

characteristics; etc.).  Explain:  PEM wetland including spring-fed and fringe wetlands of RPW. 

         Identify specific pollutants, if known: N/A.  

 

  (iii) Biological Characteristics.  Wetland supports (check all that apply): 

    Riparian buffer.  Characteristics (type, average width):     . 

    Vegetation type/percent cover.  Explain: Emergent wetland with herbaceous vegetation.  

    Habitat for:  

   Federally Listed species.  Explain findings:     . 

   Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings:     . 

   Other environmentally-sensitive species.  Explain findings:     . 

   Aquatic/wildlife diversity.  Explain findings:     . 

 

3. Characteristics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any)  

 All wetland(s) being considered in the cumulative analysis: 6    

 Approximately ( 5.65 ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 For each wetland, specify the following: 

 

  Directly abuts? (Y/N)  Size (in acres)  Directly abuts? (Y/N) Size (in acres) 

   Wet D-1 Yes                            0.58 

    Wet D-2 Yes                               0.49 

                  Wet E-2  Yes                               2.47 

                  Wet E-6 Yes                                0.18              

                  Wet F-1 Yes                                0.15 

                  Wet F-2 Yes                                1.78 

          

 

                   

                                      

                              

                                      

 

  Summarize overall biological, chemical and physical functions being performed: Water retention in ponds and wetlands 

within the Project boundaries. sediment collection; wildlife water and feeding areas. 

 

 

 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION  

 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and functions of the tributary itself and the functions performed 

by any wetlands adjacent to the tributary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integrity 

of a TNW.  For each of the following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tributary, in combination with all of its adjacent 

wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TNW.  

Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 

of water in the tributary and its proximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the tributary and all its adjacent 

wetlands.  It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific threshold of distance (e.g. between a 

tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tributary and the TNW). Similarly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 

outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus.  

 

Draw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TNW, as identified in the Rapanos Guidance and 

discussed in the Instructional Guidebook. Factors to consider include, for example: 

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to carry pollutants or flood waters to 

TNWs, or to reduce the amount of pollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW?   

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), provide habitat and lifecycle support functions for fish and 

other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing young for species that are present in the TNW?    

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 

support downstream foodwebs?  

 Does the tributary, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (if any), have other relationships to the physical, chemical, or 

biological integrity of the TNW?   

 

 Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other functions observed or known to occur should be documented 

below: 

 

 1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TNWs.  Explain 

findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Section III.D:     . 

  

2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, where the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 

TNWs.  Explain findings of presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its 

adjacent wetlands, then go to Section III.D: Multiple jurisdictional streams and associated wetlands were determined to indirectly 

flow into the Tennessee River (TNW). They have medium to high functional assessment for biological and hydrogeomorphological 

characteristics and is within 2 miles of the Tennessee River     . 

 

3. Significant nexus findings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 

presence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 

Section III.D:      . 

 

 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY):  
 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands.  Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 

   TNWs:      linear feet     width (ft), Or,      acres.    



 

 

 

 

   Wetlands adjacent to TNWs:      acres. 

 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   

  Tributaries of TNWs where tributaries typically flow year-round are jurisdictional. Provide data and rationale indicating that 

tributary is perennial: Mulberry Creek and one other perennial were observed with well defined banks and beds. Larger 

particles (cobble) were obsered in the center of the stream and smaller particles were closer to the banks.. 

  Tributaries of TNW where tributaries have continuous flow “seasonally” (e.g., typically three months each year) are 

jurisdictional.  Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.B.  Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 

seasonally: The area gets an average of 57 inches of water per year and the creek is 1-2 miles from the the nearest TNW. 

Mulberry Creek also exhibits an ordinary high water mark (OHWM) with other frequent flow indicators such as changes in 

character of the soil, presence of litter and debris, and water staining. Mean high water mark indicated by physical markings 

and vegetation lines along creek ban. 

 

   

 

   Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters: 21,703.2 linear feet; 6  width (ft).     

     Other non-wetland waters: NA acres.  

     Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

    
 3.     Non-RPWs8 that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs. 

   Waterbody that is not a TNW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 

TNW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section III.C.    

 

  Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area (check all that apply): 

     Tributary waters:  8,572.8  linear feet   6 width (ft).     

     Other non-wetland waters:      acres.   

       Identify type(s) of waters:      . 

 

 

 4.  Wetlands directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
   Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands.  

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round.  Provide data and rationale  

    indicating that tributary is perennial in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is  

    directly abutting an RPW: The wetlands directly connect to Mulberry Creek and Cane Creek. 

 

     Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow “seasonally.”  Provide data indicating that tributary is 

seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 

abutting an RPW:      . 

 

  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area: 2.11 acres.  

 

 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting an RPW that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.  

   Wetlands that do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 

and with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisidictional. Data supporting this 

conclusion is provided at Section III.C.     

   

  Provide acreage estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area:      acres.  

 

 

6. Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs.   
  Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent and 

with similarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a TNW are jurisdictional. Data supporting this 

conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

 

  Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area: 3.54 acres.  

 

 7.  Impoundments of jurisdictional waters.9 

 As a general rule, the impoundment of a jurisdictional tributary remains jurisdictional.  

   Demonstrate that impoundment was created from “waters of the U.S.,” or 

   Demonstrate that water meets the criteria for one of the categories presented above (1-6), or 

   Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below).   

                                                 
8See Footnote # 3.   
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section III.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook.   



 

 

 

 

 

  

E. ISOLATED [INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDING ISOLATED WETLANDS, THE USE, 

DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 

SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

   which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes. 

   from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce. 

   which are or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce. 

   Interstate isolated waters.  Explain:     . 

   Other factors.  Explain:     . 

 

 Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination:      . 

 

 

 

 Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area (check all that apply): 

   Tributary waters:      linear feet     width (ft).     

   Other non-wetland waters:    acres.   

    Identify type(s) of waters:     . 

   Wetlands:    acres.   

 

 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

  If potential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Corps of Engineers 

Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements.   

    Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate (or foreign) commerce.  

 Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Court decision in “SWANCC,” the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 

“Migratory Bird Rule” (MBR).   

  Waters do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such a finding is required for jurisdiction.  Explain:ephemeral flow; 

lacking defined bed and bank, isolated wetlands.  
  Other: (explain, if not covered above):      . 

 

 Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area, where the sole potential basis of jurisdiction is the MBR 

factors (i.e., presence of migratory birds, presence of endangered species, use of water for irrigated agriculture), using best professional 

judgment (check all that apply): 

    Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):      linear feet     width (ft). 

 Lakes/ponds: 13.3 acres.        

 Other non-wetland waters:      acres. List type of aquatic resource:      . 

 Wetlands:  acres.         

 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the “Significant Nexus” standard, where such 

a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 

 Non-wetland waters (i.e., rivers, streams):  9,746.3 linear feet,          5  width (ft). 

 Lakes/ponds:     acres. 

 Other non-wetland waters:      acres.  List type of aquatic resource:      . 

 Wetlands: 23.76 acres. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  DATA SOURCES. 

 

A.  SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 

and requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:     . 

 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   

  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 

 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 

 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 

  USGS NHD data.   

  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   

 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:1:24K Town Creek. 

                                                 
10 Prior to asserting or declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this category, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Corps and EPA HQ for 

review consistent with the process described in the Corps/EPA Memorandum Regarding CWA Act Jurisdiction Following Rapanos.  

 



 

 

 

 

 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation:GIS SSURGO online data for county. 

 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:Town Creek. 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 

 FEMA/FIRM maps:FEMA GiS live layer. 

 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:535(National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 

 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):Bing Maps.  

    or  Other (Name & Date):World Imagery:Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus 

DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community .  

 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 

 Applicable/supporting case law:     . 

 Applicable/supporting scientific literature:     . 

 Other information (please specify):     . 

      

             

B.  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD:      . 

 

 



 AECOM 864.234.3000 tel 
 10 Patewood Drive, Bldg. VI, Suite 500 864.234.3069 fax 
 Greenville, SC 29615 
  

May 1, 2019 
 
Lawrence McGhee 
State Soil Scientist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3381 Skyway Drive 
Auburn, Alabama  36830-6443 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Farmland Conversion Impact Rating – Muscle Shoals Solar Project 
 
Dear Mr. McGhee, 
 
AECOM is working with the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) (Elizabeth Smith, 865-632-3053) in the 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment associated with the construction of a solar farm located in 
Colbert County, Alabama. The proposed project includes the proposed construction of an up to 227-
megawatt (MW) solar facility on approximately 2,583 acres, 15 miles west of Florence, Alabama (Figure 
1). The constructed facility would occupy approximately 1,937 acres of the proposed project area. The 
existing conservation easement near the center of the project area would remain. Should the project be 
constructed, TVA would purchase the power generated by the facility under a Power Purchase 
Agreement with Muscle Shoals Solar, LLC. 
 
TVA is in the process of conducting investigations and preparing the NEPA compliance documentation for 
the proposed project. This documentation will include a comprehensive analysis of pertinent 
environmental impacts, including prime or unique farmlands, and an analysis of project alternatives. This 
letter is being submitted under the provisions of the Farmland Protection Policy Act.   
 
Enclosed is Form AD-1006, the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form, with Parts I, III, VI, and VII 
completed and a map showing soil types and farmland classification of the proposed project site (Figure 
2). To ensure compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act and to support the NEPA process, TVA 
requests that the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service review the enclosed project-specific 
information and complete Parts II, IV, and V on the enclosed Form AD-1006. TVA staff will also forward to 
your office, a copy of the draft NEPA document, when it is available for distribution, along with a request 
for comments. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this proposed project, please contact me at 864-234-8913 
(bobbie.hurley@aecom.com) or Elizabeth Smith at 865-632-3053 (esmith14@tva.gov). 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
Roberta A. Hurley 
Project Manager 
 

mailto:bobbie.hurley@aecom.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Proposed Muscle Shoals Solar Project Site 



 

 
Figure 2. Prime Farmland Soils at the Proposed Muscle Shoals Solar Project Site 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)      Date Of Land Evaluation Request      

Name of Project      Federal Agency Involved      

Proposed Land Use      County and State      

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)      Date Request Received By 
NRCS                    

Person Completing Form: 

   Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? 

   (If no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) 

  YES      NO 
             

Acres Irrigated 
      

Average Farm Size 

      

   Major Crop(s) 

      

Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres:                %       

Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 

Acres:               %      

Name of Land Evaluation System Used 

      

Name of State or Local Site Assessment System 

      

Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS 

      

Alternative Site Rating PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly                         

   B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly                         

   C. Total Acres In Site                         

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Information     

   A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland                         

   B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland                         

   C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted                         

   D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value                         

PART V (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Criterion 
              Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

                        

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)   Site Assessment Criteria 
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) 

Maximum
Points 

Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   1.  Area In Non-urban Use  (15)                         

   2.  Perimeter In Non-urban Use  (10)                         

   3.  Percent Of Site Being Farmed  (20)                         

   4.  Protection Provided By State and Local Government  (20)                         

   5.  Distance From Urban Built-up Area  (15)                         

   6.  Distance To Urban Support Services  (15)                         

   7.  Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average  (10)                         

   8.  Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland  (10)                         

   9.  Availability Of Farm Support Services  (5)                         

   10. On-Farm Investments  (20)                         

   11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services  (10)                         

   12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use  (10)                         

   TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160                         

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)      

   Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100                         

   Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or local site assessment) 160                         

   TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260                         

 

Site Selected:       

 

Date Of Selection       

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 

              YES                 NO   

Reason For Selection:      

      

      

      

Name of Federal agency representative completing this form:       Date:       
(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (03-02) 



STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND AND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
 

Step 1 - Federal agencies (or Federally funded projects) involved in proposed projects that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) 
to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form. For Corridor type projects, the Federal agency shall use form NRCS-CPA-106 in place 
of form AD-1006. The Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) process may also be accessed by visiting the FPPA website, http://fppa.nrcs.usda.gov/lesa/. 

 
Step 2 - Originator (Federal Agency) will send one original copy of the form together with appropriate scaled maps indicating location(s)of project site(s), to the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) local Field Office or USDA Service Center and retain a copy for their files. (NRCS has offices in most counties in the 
U.S. The USDA Office Information Locator may be found at http://offices.usda.gov/scripts/ndISAPI.dll/oip_public/USA_map, or the offices can usually be 
found in the Phone Book under U.S. Government, Department of Agriculture. A list of field offices is available from the NRCS State Conservationist and State 
Office in each State.) 

 
Step 3 - NRCS will, within 10 working days after receipt of the completed form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the proposed project contains prime, 

unique, statewide or local important farmland. (When a site visit or land evaluation system design is needed, NRCS will respond within 30 working days. 
 
Step 4 - For sites where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, NRCS will complete Parts II, IV and V of the form. 
 
Step 5 - NRCS will return the original copy of the form to the Federal agency involved in the project, and retain a file copy for NRCS records. 
 
Step 6 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete Parts VI and VII of the form and return the form with the final selected site to the servicing 

NRCS office. 
 
Step 7 - The Federal agency providing financial or technical assistance to the proposed project will make a determination as to whether the proposed conversion is consistent 

with the FPPA. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
(For Federal Agency) 

 
Part I: When completing the "County and State" questions, list all the local governments that are responsible for local land 

use controls where site(s) are to be evaluated. 
 
 
Part III: When completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly), include the following: 
 
1. Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after the conversion, because the 

conversion would restrict access to them or other major change in the ability to use the land for agriculture. 
2. Acres planned to receive services from an infrastructure project as indicated in the project justification (e.g. highways, 

utilities planned build out capacity) that will cause a direct conversion. 
 
 
Part VI: Do not complete Part VI using the standard format if a State or Local site assessment is used. With local and NRCS      

assistance, use the local Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA). 
 
1. Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in § 658.5(b) of CFR. In cases of corridor-type 

project such as transportation, power line and flood control, criteria #5 and #6 will not apply and will, be weighted zero, 
however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum of 25 points and criterion #11 a maximum of 25 points. 

 
2. Federal agencies may assign relative weights among the 12 site assessment criteria other than those shown on the 

FPPA rule after submitting individual agency FPPA policy for review and comment to NRCS. In all cases where other 
weights are assigned, relative adjustments must be made to maintain the maximum total points at 160. For project sites 
where the total points equal or exceed 160, consider alternative actions, as appropriate, that could reduce adverse 
impacts (e.g. Alternative Sites, Modifications or Mitigation). 

 
 
 
Part VII: In computing the "Total Site Assessment Points" where a State or local site assessment is used and the total 
maximum number of points is other than 160, convert the site assessment points to a base of 160.  
Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points, and the alternative Site "A" is rated 180 points: 
 
 
 
 
For assistance in completing this form or FPPA process, contact the local NRCS Field Office or USDA Service Center. 
 
NRCS employees, consult the FPPA Manual and/or policy for additional instructions to complete the AD-1006 form. 
 

Total points assigned Site A 180 
Maximum points possible  200 = X 160  = 144 points for Site A



 
 
Tennessee Valley Authority, 400 West Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN  37902 

 
 
January 30, 2018 
 
 
 
Ms. Lee Anne Wofford  
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer  
Alabama Historical Commission  
468 South Perry Street  
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900  
 
Dear Ms. Wofford: 
 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA), INITIATION OF CONSULATION, MUSCLE 
SHOALS SOLAR ARRAY, COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 
TVA proposes to enter into a Power Purchase Agreement with First Solar Development, 
LLC (First Solar) to construct, operate, and maintain a photovoltaic solar power facility, 
of up to 227 megawatt generating capacity.  The project would interconnect to the 
existing Colbert FP-Cherokee-Burnsville 161-kV transmission line (TL) where a portion 
of the TL will need to be rebuilt (approximately 58 acres).  The facility would be located 
on an assemblage of parcels constituting two geographically separate groups or tracts of 
agricultural land in Colbert County, Alabama (Figure 1).  These land parcels total 
approximately 3,100 acres. 
 
TVA determined the area of potential effects (APE) to be the footprint where ground 
disturbance could occur as a result of the undertaking and the indirect/visual APE to be 
the 0.5 mile radius of the project area and within the visual line of site (Figure 2).  In 
order to provide maximum flexibility for project design the archaeological survey area will 
include all land parcels.  For your review please find enclosed AECOM’s research 
design for the Phase I Cultural Resources survey.  Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.4(b)(1), 
TVA finds that the design presented here is a reasonable and good faith effort to carry 
out identification efforts.   
 
By this letter, TVA is initiating consultation regarding the proposed undertaking.  TVA is 
proposing to do a Phase I Cultural Resources survey of the APE.  Due to the size and 
scope of the project TVA proposes to proceed under phases as provided under 36 CFR 
§ 800.4(b)(2) and § 800.5(c)(1).  
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.3(f)(2), TVA is consulting with federally recognized Indian 
tribes regarding historic properties within the proposed project’s APE that may be of 
religious and cultural significance and are eligible for the NRHP.  
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If you have any questions or comments, please contact Michaelyn Harle by telephone, 
(865) 632-2248 or by email, mharle@tva.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Clinton E. Jones  
Manager  
Cultural Compliance 
 
MSH:ABM 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERNAL COPIES NOT TO BE INCLUDED WITH OUTGOING LETTER: 
 
Lana D. Bean, WT 10 C-K 
Michael C. Easley, BRF 1A-CTT 
Patricia B. Ezzell, WT 7C-K  
Michaelyn S. Harle, WT 11C-K 
Susan R. Jacks, WT 11C-K 
Ashley A. Pilakowski, WT 11B-K 
M. Susan Smelley, BR 4A-C 
Robert C. Wilson, MR 4B-C 
ECM, WT CA-K 
 
 
 



 

 
                  Figure 1: Location of the proposed solar array and TL rebuild(structures 24-50) 



 

Figure 2: Proposed survey area of solar array[CSC1]  







 

 

 
 
Tennessee Valley Authority, 400 West Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee  37902 

 
 
July 8, 2019 
 
 
 
Ms. Lee Anne Wofford  
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer  
Alabama Historical Commission  
468 South Perry Street  
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900  
 
Dear Ms. Wofford: 
 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) PROPOSED MUSCLE SHOALS SOLAR 
ARRAY, COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA (AHC – 19-0480) 
 
In a letter dated January 30, 2019, TVA initiated consultation with your office regarding 
TVA’s proposal to enter into a Power Purchase Agreement with Muscle Shoals Solar, 
LLC (Muscle Shoals Solar) to construct, operate, and maintain a photovoltaic (PV) solar 
power facility of up to 227 megawatt (MW) generating capacity (Undertaking).  In a 
February 21, 2019 response, the Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) provided 
comments regarding the proposed Cultural Resources assessment research design for 
the Undertaking.  Muscle Shoals Solar contracted with AECOM to conduct a Phase I 
Cultural Resources survey of the APE.  The results of the survey can be found in the 
enclosed report titled Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment of Muscle Shoals Solar 
Project, Colbert County, Alabama (“Phase I Assessment”).  TVA, Muscle Shoals Solar, 
and AECOM considered AHC’s comments in the implementation of the assessment and 
refinement of the scope of the Undertaking. 
 
Following this initiation of consultation with AHC, the project was refined significantly.  In 
the Phase I Assessment, two separate groups of properties (referred to as the southeast 
parcels and the northwest parcels) are discussed.  The northwest parcels have been 
eliminated completely from the Undertaking.  However, the results of the assessment 
are included in the report so that AHC may have access to the survey information on 
these parcels for future reference.  The Undertaking is now limited to a portion of the 
southeast parcels totaling approximately 2,626 acres and comprising the Project Site.  
The Project Site is located approximately 15 miles west of the City of Florence, Alabama 
(Figures 1 and 2).  Certain locations identified as “exclusion areas” within the refined 
Project Site by Muscle Shoals Solar were determined unsuitable for construction due to 
topography or the presence of sensitive environmental resources.  Muscle Shoals Solar 
has excluded these areas from the project, and therefore TVA excluded them from the 
archaeological survey.  Muscle Shoals Solar would also construct a project substation 
on the Project Site.  The project would interconnect to TVA’s existing Colbert Fossil 
Plant (FP)-Cherokee-Burnsville 161-kilovolt (kV) transmission line (TL), which traverses 
the Project Site at its northeast corner. TVA would construct a line-tap into the existing  
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TL to connect a proposed new TVA switching station (the Mulberry Creek switching 
station) also located on the Project Site (Figure 1).  The project plan also calls for 
maintenance activities on portions of the existing Colbert FP-Cherokee-Burnsville 161-
kV TL from the Colbert FP to the proposed substation on the Project Site.   
 
TVA determined the area of potential effects (APE) to be the footprint of the Project Site 
where ground disturbance could occur (2,626 acres)  and areas within a one half-mile 
radius surrounding the Project Site that have unobstructed lines of sight to the Project 
Site.  TVA determined the APE for the existing TL maintenance activities to be the 
approximately 3.8 mile long by 100 foot wide TL right of way (ROW) where ground 
disturbance could occur.  As this is an existing TL there would be no additional effects to 
the viewshed.   
 
Identification Level Efforts  
 
AECOM conducted the archaeological survey from December 15, 2018 to February 5, 
2019 and March 28-29, 2019.  Prior to developing identification level efforts, AECOM 
conducted a records search at the Office of Alabama to identify past Cultural Resources 
surveys and archaeological sites within a 0.5 mile radius of the current APE to review 
existing information on known and potential historic properties within the APE (Figure 15 
in the Phase I Assessment) and conducted a preliminary field reconnaissance of the 
APE.  TVA considered all the relevant background information available in designing the 
identification effort, and provided guidance to AECOM in developing the scope of the 
survey.  While TVA does take into account state standards and guidelines, we also aim 
for consistency among surveys with similar settings, scope of undertakings, and 
potential for historic properties based on background research across TVA’s Power 
Service Area.  The survey methods, described in the Phase I Assessment, included 
confirmation by shovel testing of observations made during comprehensive pedestrian 
survey.  TVA finds that pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.4(b)(1), and consistent with the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s “Section 106 Archaeology Guidance”, the 
proposed identification efforts constitute “reasonable and good faith effort” to identify 
historic properties.  The enclosed supporting documentation is consistent with the 
requirements pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.11.  Please also note per your February 2019 
letter, that the report also includes a curation agreement with the Erskin Ramsey 
curation facility at the University of Alabama which meets 36 CFR part 79.  All survey 
records and artifacts recovered on TVA land will be curated at their curation facility.  
Although TVA encourages land owners to relinquish the artifacts recovered on their 
property for curation, TVA has no authority to force a private land owner to relinquish 
their rights if they request the artifacts be returned after analysis.   
 
Results of the Cultural Resources Survey and Effect Finding 
 
Prehistoric sites 1Ct240, 1Ct247, 1Ct324, and 1Ct407 were recorded within the TL 
corridor during three previous surveys and 1Ct459 was recorded within the proposed 
boundaries of the solar array. Sites 1Ct240 and 1Ct247 (Hollis et al. 1989), and 1Ct407  
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(Hendryx and Hollis 1998) were determined to be ineligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP).  Site 1Ct324 is of undetermined eligibility.  However, no further 
work was recommended at that site by the original investigators (Shaw and Ford 1993) 
due to a lack of intact deposits.  Site 1Ct459 was recorded in the site files as being of 
undetermined eligibility for the NRHP. There were no previously recorded historic 
properties documented inside the project APE. 
 
AECOM identified 17 previously unrecorded sites during the archaeological survey.  
Table 1 provides TVA’s NRHP eligibility determination and proposed avoidance 
measures. TVA finds that seven of these sites are potentially eligible for the NRHP.  
Based on the results of the survey, Muscle Shoals further modified the project area.  The 
properties associated with 1Ct642 and 1Ct643 will not be acquired or leased and are no 
longer considered part of the Project Site or Undertaking, and no construction related to 
the Undertaking will take place within the parcels on which 1Ct642 and 1Ct643 were 
located.  These two sites will remain within the control of the current landowners.  
Muscle Shoals Solar intends to purchase or lease the property that includes the sites 
1Ct459, 1Ct644, 1Ct645, 1Ct646, and 1Ct648.  In order to avoid effects, these areas 
have been  added to the “exclusion areas” within the Project Site and would be avoided 
from any development, disturbance, or other construction activities associated with the 
development of the project or future activities associated with the operation and 
maintenance of the Undertaking (Figure 2).  In order to ensure avoidance of these sites 
during the life of the project, Muscle Shoals Solar and TVA will sign the draft enclosed 
legal agreement documenting the avoidance of potentially eligible sites 1Ct459, 1Ct644, 
1Ct645, 1Ct646 and 1Ct648 during the term of the Power Purchase Agreement.   
 
The historic architectural survey of the APE identified 38 resources that are 50 years old, 
or older.  AECOM recommends all but one of these resources is ineligible for listing in 
the NRHP based on lack of integrity and/or lack of significance based on event(s), 
person(s) or craftsmanship.  One historic cemetery (Malone Cemetery (Ct00021) is 
recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP, however based on the revised APE, 
Malone Cemetery was located adjacent to the northwest parcels which have been 
excluded from the Project Site and is no longer within the .5 radius APE and visible to 
the project area.   
 
TVA has read the enclosed report and agrees with the recommendations of the authors.  
Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1), we are seeking your concurrence with TVA’s 
eligibility determinations and TVA’s finding that with the aforementioned avoidance 
measures will ensure that the Undertaking will have no effect to historic properties.  
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.3(f)(2), TVA is consulting with federally recognized Indian 
tribes within the proposed project’s APE that may be of religious and cultural significance 
and eligible for the NRHP. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please contact Michaelyn Harle by telephone, 
(865) 632-2248 or by email, mharle@tva.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Clinton E. Jones  
Manager  
Cultural Compliance  
 
MSH:ABM  
Enclosures 
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Table 1: Sites identified with TVA’s NRHP Eligibility Determination and Avoidance 
Plan 

Site 
Number 

Cultural Affiliation-Location NRHP Determination  
Proposed 
Avoidance  

1Ct240 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct247 Indeterminate Prehistoric  Not Eligible None  
1Ct324 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct407 Indeterminate Prehistoric and Late 

19th-Early 20th century historic 
house site 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct459 Early Paleo-Indian to Early Archaic Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct642 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible No longer within 
the APE 

1Ct643 Late Archaic to Early Woodland and 
19th to 20th Century 

Potentially Eligible No longer within 
the APE 

1Ct644 Late Archaic to Early Woodland and 
19th to 20th Century 

Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct645 Middle Woodland and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct646 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct647 19th to 20th Century Not Eligible None 
1Ct648 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible Avoidance 

Agreement 
1Ct651 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct652 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct653 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None 
1Ct654 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct655 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None 
1Ct656 19th to 20th Century Not Eligible None 
1Ct657 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th 

to 20th Century 
Not Eligible None 

1Ct658 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th 
to 20th Century 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct659 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th 
to 20th Century 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct662 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th 
to 20th Century 

Not Eligible None 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Proposed Site Layout  



 

 

 

Figure 2: Revised APE and Proposed Avoidance Areas  
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July 9, 2019 
 
 
 
Mr. Brett Barnes 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma           
127 West Oneida                                          
Seneca, Missouri  64865    
  
Ms. Karen Brunso 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Division of Historic Preservation  
Department of Culture & Humanities 
The Chickasaw Nation 
Post Office Box 1548 
Ada, Oklahoma  74821-1548 
 
Ms. RaeLynn Butler 
Manager 
Historic & Cultural Preservation Department 
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Post Office Box 580 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 
 
Mr. Bryant Celestine 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
571 State Park Road 56 
Livingston, Texas  77351 
 
Mr. Galen Cloud 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Post Office Box 188 
Okemah, Oklahoma 74859 
 
Mr. David Cook 
Tribal Administrator 
Kialegee Tribal Town 
Post Office Box 332 
Wetumka, Oklahoma 74883 
 
 

Ms. Devon Frazier 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma 
2025 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801 
 
Mr. Larry Haikey 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Regulatory Affairs Division 
5811 Jack Springs Road 
Atmore, Alabama 36502 
 
Mr. Theodore Isham 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma  
12555 NS 3540 Road 
Seminole, Oklahoma  74868 
 
Dr. Linda Langley 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
Post Office Box 10 
Elton, Louisiana 70532 
 
Ms. Janice Lowe  
Cultural Preservation Assistant 
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Post Office Box 187 
101 East Broadway 
Wetumka, Oklahoma 74883 
 
Ms. Alina J. Shively 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
Post Office Box 14  
Jena, Louisiana 71342 
 
 



 

 

Ms. Charlotte Wolfe 
Section 106 Compliance 
Officer/Environmental Scientist 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
18263 W. Keetoowah Circle 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74464 
 
Ms. Tonya Tipton 
Shawnee Tribe 
Post Office Box 189   
Miami, Oklahoma  74355   

Ms. Elizabeth Toombs 
Cherokee Nation    
Post Office Box 948  
Tahlequah, Oklahoma  74465 
 
Mr. Stephen Yerka (NHPA) 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Post Office Box 455 
Cherokee, North Carolina 28719 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) PROPOSED MUSCLE SHOALS SOLAR ARRAY, 
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA (-87.918686  34.763344) 
 
In a letter dated February 28, 2019, TVA initiated consultation with your office regarding TVA’s 
proposal to enter into a Power Purchase Agreement with Muscle Shoals Solar, LLC (Muscle 
Shoals Solar) to construct, operate, and maintain a photovoltaic (PV) solar power facility of up to 
227 megawatt (MW) generating capacity (Undertaking).  Muscle Shoals Solar contracted with 
AECOM to conduct a Phase I Cultural Resources survey of the APE.  The report titled Phase I 
Cultural Resources Assessment of Muscle Shoals Solar Project, Colbert County, Alabama 
(“Phase I Assessment”) can be downloaded at MuscleShoals_Phase1_July5_2019.pdf   
 
Following this initiation of consultation, the project was refined significantly.  In the Phase I 
Assessment, two separate groups of properties (referred to as the southeast parcels and the 
northwest parcels) are discussed.  The northwest parcels have been eliminated completely from 
the Undertaking.  However, the results of the assessment are included in the report so that AHC 
may have access to the survey information on these parcels for future reference.  The 
Undertaking is now limited to a portion of the southeast parcels totaling approximately 2,626 
acres and comprising the Project Site.  The Project Site is located approximately 15 miles west 
of the City of Florence, Alabama (Figures 1 and 2). Certain locations identified as “exclusion 
areas” within the refined Project Site by Muscle Shoals Solar were determined unsuitable for 
construction due to topography or the presence of sensitive environmental resources.  Muscle 
Shoals Solar has excluded these areas from the project, and therefore TVA excluded them from 
the archaeological survey. 
 
The project would also construct a substation on the within the proposed solar facility. The 
project would interconnect to TVA’s existing Colbert Fossil Plant (FP)-Cherokee-Burnsville 161-
kilovolt (kV) transmission line (TL), which traverses the Project Site at its northeast corner. TVA 
would construct a line-tap into the existing transmission line to connect a proposed new TVA 
switching station (the Mulberry Creek switching station) also located on the Project Site (Figure 
1).  The project plan also calls for maintenance activities on portions of the existing Colbert 
Fossil Plant (FP)-Cherokee-Burnsville 161-kV TL from the Colbert Fossil Plant to the proposed 
substation on the Project Site.   
 
TVA determined the area of potential effects (APE) to be the footprint of the Project Site where 
ground disturbance could occur (2,626 acres)  and areas within a one half-mile radius 
surrounding the Project Site that have unobstructed lines of sight to the Project Site.  TVA 
determined the APE for the existing TL maintenance activities to be the approximately 3.8 mile  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10NKRUNnyUwdO7UCuT4sxCITn0xmu5GZF/view?ts=5d1f7ad3
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long by 100 foot wide TL right of way (ROW) where ground disturbance could occur.  As this is 
an existing TL there would be no additional effects to the viewshed.   
 
Prehistoric sites 1Ct240, 1Ct247, 1Ct324, and 1Ct407 were recorded within the TL corridor 
during three previous surveys and 1Ct459 was recorded within the proposed boundaries of the 
solar array. Sites 1Ct240 and 1Ct247 (Hollis et al. 1989) and 1Ct407 (Hendryx and Hollis 1998) 
were determined to be ineligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Site 
1Ct324 is of undetermined eligibility.  However, no further work was recommended at that site 
by the original investigators (Shaw and Ford 1993) due to a lack of intact deposits.  Site 1Ct459 
was recorded in the site files as being of undetermined eligibility for the NRHP. There were no 
previously recorded historic properties documented inside the project APE. 
 
AECOM identified 17 previously unrecorded sites during the archaeological survey.  Table 1 
provides TVA’s NRHP eligibility determination and proposed avoidance measures. TVA finds 
that seven of these sites are potentially eligible for the NRHP.  Based on the results of the 
survey, Muscle Shoals Solar further modified the project area.  The properties associated with 
1Ct642 and 1Ct643 will not be acquired or leased and are no longer considered part of the 
Project Site or Undertaking, and no construction related to the Undertaking will take place within 
the parcels on which 1Ct642 and 1Ct643 were located. These two sites will remain within the 
control of the current landowners.  Muscle Shoals Solar intends to purchase or lease the 
property that includes the sites 1Ct459, 1Ct644, 1Ct645, 1Ct646 and 1Ct648.  In order to avoid 
effects, these areas have been  added to the “exclusion areas” within the Project Site and would 
be avoided from any development, disturbance, or other construction activities associated with 
the development of the project or future activities associated with the operation and 
maintenance of the Undertaking (Figure 2).  In order to ensure avoidance of these sites during 
the life of the project, Muscle Shoals Solar and TVA will sign the draft enclosed legal agreement 
documenting the avoidance of potentially eligible sites 1Ct459, 1Ct644, 1Ct645, 1Ct646 and 
1Ct648 during the term of the power purchase agreement   
 
The historic architectural survey of the APE identified 38 resources that are 50 years old or 
older.  AECOM recommends all but one of these resources are ineligible for listing in the NRHP 
based on lack of integrity and/or lack of significance based on event(s), person(s) or 
craftsmanship.  One historic cemetery (Malone Cemetery (Ct00021) is recommended eligible for 
listing in the NRHP.  However Malone Cemetery is located adjacent to the northwest parcels, 
which have been excluded from the Project Site, and so is no longer within the 0.5-mile radius 
or visible from the project area.   
 
Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Part 800.3(f)(2), TVA is consulting with the following federally recognized 
Indian tribes regarding historic properties within the proposed project’s APE that may be of 
religious and cultural significance and are eligible for the NRHP:  Absentee Shawnee Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma, Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town, 
Cherokee Nation, The Chickasaw Nation, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Jena Band of Choctaw Indians, 
Kialegee Tribal Town, The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, The  
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Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, Shawnee Tribe, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, and the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma. 
 
By this letter, TVA is providing notification of these findings and is seeking your comments 
regarding any properties that may be of religious and cultural significance and may be eligible 
for listing in the NRHP pursuant to 36CFR 800.2 (c)(2)(ii), 800.3 (f)(2), and 800.4 (a)(4)(b). 
 
Please respond by August 8, 2019 if you have any comments on the proposed undertaking. If 
you have any questions, please contact me by phone, (865) 632-2464 or by e-mail, 
mmshuler@tva.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marianne Shuler 
Senior Specialist, Archaeologist and Tribal Liaison 
Cultural Compliance 
 
MSH:ABM 
Enclosures 
cc (Enclosures): 
 Mr. Paul Barton 

Assistant Director of Cultural 
Preservation  
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma 

 127 West Oneida                                          
 Seneca, Missouri  64865  
 
 Mr. Jonas John 

Director, Heritage Department 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
Post Office Box 10 
Elton, Louisiana 70532 

  

Ms. Corain Lowe-Zepeda 
 Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Historic & Cultural Preservation 
Department 

 The Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
 Post Office Box 580 
 Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 
 
 Mr. Russell Townsend  
 Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
 Post Office Box 455   
 Cherokee, North Carolina 28719   

  



 

 

Table 1: Sites identified with TVA’s NRHP Eligibility Determination and Avoidance Plan 

Site 
Number 

Cultural Affiliation-Location NRHP Determination  
Proposed 
Avoidance  

1Ct240 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct247 Indeterminate Prehistoric  Not Eligible None  
1Ct324 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  

1Ct407 Indeterminate Prehistoric and Late 19th-
Early 20th century historic house site 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct459 Early Paleo-Indian to Early Archaic Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct642 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible No longer within 
the APE 

1Ct643 Late Archaic to Early Woodland and 19th 
to 20th Century 

Potentially Eligible No longer within 
the APE 

1Ct644 Late Archaic to Early Woodland and 19th 
to 20th Century 

Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct645 Middle Woodland and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct646 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible Avoidance 
Agreement 

1Ct647 19th to 20th Century Not Eligible None 
1Ct648 Indeterminate Prehistoric Potentially Eligible Avoidance 

Agreement 
1Ct651 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  

1Ct652 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct653 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None 
1Ct654 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None  
1Ct655 Indeterminate Prehistoric Not Eligible None 
1Ct656 19th to 20th Century Not Eligible None 

1Ct657 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct658 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct659 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Not Eligible None 

1Ct662 Indeterminate Prehistoric and 19th to 20th 
Century 

Not Eligible None 



 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Proposed Site Layout  



 

 

 

Figure 2: Revised APE and Proposed Avoidance Areas  
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      September 10, 2019 

 

 

 

Ms. Marianne Shuler, Senior Specialist,  

   Archaeologist and Tribal Liaison 

Cultural Compliance 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

400 West Summit Hill Drive 

460 WT 7D-K 

Knoxville, TN 37902 

 

Dear Ms. Shuler: 

 

 Thank you for the letter of notification regarding proposed Power Purchase 

Agreement with First Solar Development, LLC to construct, operate and maintain a 

photovoltaic solar power facility in Colbert County, Alabama. We accept the invitation to 

consult under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

 

The Chickasaw Nation concurs with the 20 site eligibility determinations, 14 

ineligible and six eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, located within the 

project area. We also agree that the six eligible sites should be avoided during 

construction. In addition we make the agency aware of the following land patents to 

significant Chickasaws that are within the APE: 

 

 Land Patent # 537 was issued to Chickasaw KILPATRICK CARTER and 

is located in Sections 28 & 29, Township 3 South, Range 3 West and 

Section 28, Township 3 South, Range 3 West is listed as the place of 

residence. 

 Land Patent #538 was issued to Chickasaw BENJAMIN LOVE and is 

located in Section 32, Township 3 South, Range 13 West and Section 5, 

Township 4 South, Range 13 West. 

 Land Patent #134a5 was issued to JOHN MCLISH and is located in Section 

4, Township 4 South, Range 13 West and Section 33, Township 3 South, 

Range 13 West. 

 

 



Ms. Marianne Shuler 2 

 

In the event the agency becomes aware of the need to enforce other statutes we 

request to be notified under ARPA, AIRFA, NEPA, NAGPRA, NHPA and Professional 

Standards. Your efforts to preserve and protect significant historic properties are 

appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Karen Brunso, tribal historic 

preservation officer, at (580) 272-1106 or at karen.brunso@chickasaw.net. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Lisa John, Secretary 

      Department of Culture and Humanities 

 

cc: mmshuler@tva.gov 

mailto:karen.brunso@chickasaw.net
mailto:mmshuler@tva.gov


 

 

  
  
Tennessee Valley Authority, 400 West Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee  37902  
  
  
September 24, 2019 
 
 
 
Ms. Lee Anne Wofford  
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer  
Alabama Historical Commission  
468 South Perry Street  
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900  
 
Dear Ms.  Wofford: 
 
RE: TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) PROPOSED MUSCLE SHOALS 
SOLAR ARRAY, COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA (AHC – 19-0480) 
 
By this letter, TVA is addressing comments from your August 12, 2019 letter.  In regards 
to field methodology, TVA initiated consultation with the AHC including a description of 
the field methodology on January 30, 2019.  In your February 21, 2019 response to 
TVA’s initiation of consultation and survey proposal you provided comments regarding 
the proposed identification level efforts.  We responded to these concerns in our letter 
dated July 9, 2019, and we addressed your concerns regarding our identification efforts.  
We reiterate, while TVA does take into account state standards and guidelines, we also 
aim for consistency among surveys with similar settings, undertakings, and potential for 
historic properties based on background research across TVA’s Power Service Area.  
The survey methods, described in the enclosed report, included confirmation by shovel 
testing of observations made during pedestrian survey.  TVA finds that pursuant to 36 
CFR 800.4(b)(1), and consistent with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s 
“Section 106 Archaeology Guidance”, the proposed identification efforts constitute 
“reasonable and good faith effort” to identify historic properties.  The supporting 
documentation is consistent with the requirements pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.11.  Soils 
are described generally in Subsection 2.1.3 and then in additional detail for each portion 
of the survey area in Subsections 4.2.1 through 4.2.3. Soils overall are largely depleted.  
The area with highest potential for buried cultural deposits is in the southern section of 
the southeastern project area and two knolls in the eastern section of the NW project 
area.  AECOM conducted thorough STP investigations in these two areas.  All 
diagnostic artifacts have been photographed.  Field notes and photographs will be 
curated at the Erskin Ramsey facility at the University of Alabama.  Sections 1.0 and 3.4 
have been updated to clarify this and the curation agreement is included in Appendix B.  
In addition, all archaeological site forms are attached in Appendix H.  
 
In regards to the report, the report has been updated to include a description of each of 
the three project areas by Township and Range in Sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.3 of the report.  
In addition, all positive shovel tests and surface finds have been labeled on the site 
plans in Section 4.3 and/or in Appendix G.  For some sites, labels do not fit on a single  
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map showing the entirety of the site, therefore, an overview map is included in the site 
description in Section 4.3 and the detailed maps are included in Appendix G.  Section 
3.3 describing the project methodology has been updated to clarify how sites were 
identified.  In a few instances, where there was deviation from this methodology, the 
reason for the deviation is explained Section 4.4.  Surface artifact scatters are depicted 
on site plans and labels have been added to the site plan figures throughout Section 4.3 
and in additional maps in Appendix G.   
 
In regards to specific comments:  
 

• The historical maps in Chapter 2 were revised to ensure the project area 
placement was as consistent as possible.  These maps were produced by 
overlaying pdfs in GIS, resulting in a small loss in accuracy, which is unavoidable 
without much more costly methods. 

• Figures 12 and 13 have been reordered and are now correctly labeled. 
• Additional information regarding the Civil War historic context was added to 

Chapter 2.  In addition, clarification was added to Section 4.2 that no evidence 
was identified within the project site for plantation buildings or Civil War activities.  

• The description of archaeological sites where early quadrangle/tax maps suggest 
a structure was present has been updated.  In areas where former structures 
were not relocated, the standard STP protocol was followed unless artifacts or 
features were identified.  

• Upon reexamination, one previously designated isolated find, IF088, has been 
submitted as a site (1CT663).  This has been added to Section 4.3 (Subsection 
4.3.22).  

• Regarding your question regarding 1F050, these were animal bone fragments.  
Section 4.4 has been updated to clarify this. 

• For sites adjacent to the project boundary and or exclusion areas, site 
descriptions within Section 4.3 have been updated to address any uncertainty 
related to the definition of site boundaries and the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) eligibility. 

• In regards to your question “The discussion for site 1CT646 (pg. 69) suggests a 
'...concentrated activity area...".  Where was this located within the site?” this 
statement was in reference to the entirety of site 1CT646. 

• IF026 was delineated as shown in Appendix B, Page 32 Section 006.  There was 
an error on Figures 56 and 57.  The additional negative shovel tests have been 
added to the revised map on Figures 56 and 57. 

• For site 1CT647, the site is assumed to be associated with the nearby structures.  
Upon reflection, the site boundary has been modified to indicate possible 
association with only the nearest structure.  The site description in Subsection 
4.3.6 has been updated. 

• For site 1CT653, an erroneous positive shovel test had been previously recorded 
in that location and was later removed during rectification of field data prior to  
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submittal of the draft report.  The site boundary has been revised and the site 
description in Subsection 4.3.12 has been updated. 

• For site 1CT655, as described in Subsection 4.3.14, this site was specifically 
investigated because of the "rectilinear anomaly" or "soil stain" that is visible on 
the aerial image of the site.  The text in Subsection 4.3.14 has been expanded to 
clarify this and the nature of the landform. 

• For site 1CT654, the reference to a skirmish was moved to Section 2.3 Historic 
Background.  A skirmish likely occurred within the project vicinity, however, 
information regarding the skirmish location is too vague to conclusively link it to 
1CT654.  No evidence was found of the skirmish at this location. 

• For site 1CT656, this site may be associated with the structure indicated on the 
USGS quadrangle map.  A structure appears in east of this site on the 1926 map, 
the structure to the southwest of 1CT656 appears first on the 1936 map.  None of 
these structures are still standing and no evidence of these structures was 
identified in their original locations during the survey.  The site description has 
been updated to reflect this information. 

• For site 1CT659, material had been found at this location that was determined to 
be modern upon laboratory analysis.  The negative STP marker was 
inadvertently omitted.  This has been rectified. 

• For site 1CT660, this site is within the NW project area which is no longer part of 
the project site.  This property will remain privately owned and will not be 
disturbed by project activities.  The abandoned structure at 1Ct660 was not 
included in the Architectural Survey section of the report.  The architectural 
historian did review this site and concurred with the archaeological determination 
that the site lacks sufficient integrity and/or significance required for NRHP listing 
under Criteria A, B, and C for their history, personal association, and 
architecture.  The site itself is recommended not eligible under Criteria B for 
NRHP listing. 

• In regards to 1CT661, the site is within the NW project area which is no longer 
part of the APE.  This property will remain privately owned and will not be 
disturbed by project activities.  The site description has been updated.  The 
additional features were originally labeled on the topographic map.  Labels have 
been added to both the aerial and topographic map for all features.  This site 
boundary was made so large because all of the findings were in the vicinity of 
three structures that appear on the historic topo maps in this area.  Additionally, 
the area is heavily overgrown and modern debris is scattered throughout this 
area.   Locals report it has been periodically used as a dumping ground.  
Therefore additional historic materials could be present in the area.  We assume 
that all of the features identified are associated with the structures previously 
present at this site on historical topographic maps.  The site is was 
recommended as not eligible for NRHP listing.  

• In regards to 1CT662, there was a structure mapped at the north end of 1CT662 
in 1908.  The systematic STPs identified almost no evidence of it (only 2 positive 
STPs).  That same structure was still there in 1924, and two more structures  
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appear within the site boundaries in 1924 including one in the middle, where we 
found multiple surface artifacts, and one at the south end, where we found 
nothing.  The nature of the structures is unknown.  The archaeological field data 
indicates that, overall, the site has no subsurface depositional integrity; it has 
been heavily disturbed by agricultural activity. 

• In regards to 1CT459, the site boundary was previously recorded.  The site 
boundary did not match our survey findings and the site was extended to 
incorporate the old boundary and the results of the survey.  After a further 
conversation with the Alabama Site File staff to resolve the confusion, the site 
boundary as depicted has been reduced.  To be conservative, we drew a larger 
site boundary within the exclusion area because we were unable to confirm the 
extent of the site in that direction due to the exclusion area.  A comment to this 
effect and the revised map has been added to Subsection 4.3.23. 

• Additional description and map has been added for the Oates Cemetery in 
Subsection 5.3.7.  This cemetery was previously assessed in 2001, therefore, 
AECOM did not conduct an additional assessment and is only reporting the 
results of the previous survey.  The cemeteries are not within the project area.  
Additional information is provided in Section 6.0. 

• In regards to the isolated finds, in some cases three or more non-diagnostic 
artifacts were recovered in close proximity.  The soils at these locations were 
disturbed and deflated.  Given the minimal number of artifacts and the nature of 
the deposits indicating they are unlikely to be in situ, these locations were not 
given a site number.  Some historic isolated finds that were found in close 
proximity together were incorporated into a single site 1CT664.  The site 
represents a historic artifact scatter with no integrity and TVA finds 1CT664 not 
eligible for the NRHP. 

 
Based on the aforementioned clarifications to the report, TVA’s findings as outlined in 
our July 8, 2019 letter still stand.  TVA is seeking your agreement that sites (1Ct459, 
1Ct644, 1Ct645, 1Ct646, and 1Ct648) are potentially eligible for inclusion on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  In order to avoid effects, these areas have 
been added to the “exclusion areas” within the Project Site and would be avoided from 
any development, disturbance, or other construction activities associated with the 
development of the project or future activities associated with the operation and 
maintenance of the undertaking.  For ease we have provided another draft of our 
proposed legal agreement with Muscle Shoals Solar to ensure avoidance of these sites 
during the life of the project.  TVA maintains that the remaining sites within the APE are 
ineligible for the NRHP.  
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.5(c) we are notifying you of TVA’s finding of no adverse 
effect, providing the documentation specified in § 800.11(e); and inviting you to review 
the finding.  Also, we are seeking your agreement with TVA’s eligibility determinations 
and finding that the undertaking as currently planned will have no adverse effects on 
historic properties. 
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Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.3(f)(2), TVA consulted with federally recognized Indian 
tribes within the proposed project’s APE that may be of religious and cultural significance 
and eligible for the NRHP and received no objections.   
 
Please contact Michaelyn Harle by telephone, (865) 632-2248 or by email, 
mharle@tva.gov with your comments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Clinton E. Jones   
Manager   
Cultural Compliance   
  
MSH:ABM   
Enclosures   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mharle@tva.gov
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1 Executive Summary 

Cardno was contracted by First Solar Development, LLC (First Solar) to conduct an environmental 
assessment on multiple properties consisting of 3,755 acres, referenced as the Muscle Shoals Properties 
(Project). The Project consists of five groups of properties and a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
transmission line right-of-way (ROW) (designated as studies A-F) in Colbert County, Alabama that were 
surveyed by Cardno from June 2016 to January 2019. The tasks performed as part of this environmental 
assessment included a review of threatened and endangered (T&E) species, potential Cultural resources, 
vegetation assessments and a delineation of potential waters of the United States (WOUS). The 
methodology, results, and recommendations of the review as it pertains to the Project area are contained 
within and summarized below.  

Cardno conducted a threatened and endangered species review during desktop environmental 
assessments of the Project area. There are four mammal species, twenty-two freshwater mussel species, 
four fish, one amphibian, one crustacean, and seven plant species listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database and the TVA Natural Heritage 
Database as having the potential to occur within or be affected by the Project (Appendix H). Although 
Cardno scientists did not conduct ‘in water’ surveys for listed mussels or fish during field site visits, it was 
determined that habitat could exist for these species within the portions of Mulberry Creek and Stream S-
D-8 that create the southeast boundary and runs through the Project, respectively. Additionally, these 
streams could provide habitat for listed salamander species, cave shrimp, bald eagles, and other migratory 
birds. Cardno scientists also investigated the area for bat habitat as defined in USFWS 2018 Range-wide 
Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines (also applicable to Northern Long-eared Bat) during field site 
assessments. Potential roosting trees (trees with loose bark or hollows) were identified, and one potential 
vertical karst feature/rocky outcrop was documented within the Project area near Mulberry Creek. Although 
the identified potential vertical karst feature could provide summer roosting habitat, it is unlikely that this 
feature provides a winter hibernaculum, due to its location within the high banks of Mulberry Creek, and the 
absence of observed guano stains at the time of field site visits.  Significant potential roosting and/or 
foraging habitat may exist along the Mulberry Creek riparian corridor.  No bats were identified during the 
surveys. TVA State Listed with No Status plant species were determined to be unlikely to occur onsite, or 
occur within areas that would not be impacted by the Project.  

Additionally, Cardno scientists consulted with the Auburn University Museum of Natural History, Alabama 
Natural Heritage Program (ANHP) to determine if any listed bat or other threatened and endangered 
species habitat or occurrences have been documented in proximity to the Project. No instances of state or 
federally listed threatened and endangered species were found to be within one mile of the Muscle Shoals 
properties. Final consultation and concurrence by USFWS is recommended. 

In compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), this report contains a delineation of potential 
wetland features that may fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Field 
delineations were performed by Cardno scientists during site visits to different portions of the Project from 
June 2016 to January 2019. All potential wetlands identified by the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) as 
well as all potential jurisdictional waters identified by the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) in the Project 
area during initial desktop evaluations were investigated in the field. 

Cardno scientists identified 31 ephemeral drainages, nine intermittent streams, five perennial streams 
(Mulberry Creek, a tributary to Mulberry Creek, Malone Creek, Cane Creek, and a tributary to Malone 
Creek) and 33 wetlands, including 10 excavated ponded areas within the Project boundaries. All perennial 
and intermittent streams, as well as 15 ephemeral streams, five wetlands, and one ponded area may 
possess a hydrological connection to a Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) (Tennessee River). Therefore, 
it is Cardno’s opinion that these delineated features may likely be classified as jurisdictional under USACE 
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guidance. Twenty of the identified ephemeral streams did not exhibit flow during field investigations. 
Twenty-one of the identified wetlands, as well as nine of the excavated ponded areas appeared to be 
isolated in nature. It is Cardno’s opinion that these drainages/streams and wetlands lack adequate 
connectivity to a TNW, and would most likely be classified as non-jurisdictional under USACE guidance. 

Cardno is undertaking coordination with the USACE Nashville District Office to obtain an approved 
jurisdictional determination for the ephemeral drainages and potentially isolated wetlands identified within 
the Project boundaries. 

If any streams and/or wetlands are deemed ‘jurisdictional’ by the USACE, the proposed Project could be 
completed under a Nationwide Permit (NWP) 12 and/or 51.  Additionally, the Project would need to develop 
a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and provide Notice of Intent (NOI) prior to Project 
construction. As stated in the text of the NWPs, the discharge of dredged or fill material into wetlands and 
non-tidal WOUS must not cause the loss of greater than ½-acre of wetlands and non-tidal WOUS, including 
the loss of no more than 300 linear feet of stream bed. If impacts from the construction of the energy 
generation facility and associated infrastructure including roads, parking lots, stormwater management 
facilities, and pipelines permanently impact less than ½-acre then the Project may proceed under a NWP. 
Permanent impacts which exceed the ½-acre threshold for NWPs will require an Individual Permit.  

Cardno’s cultural resource specialists reviewed information regarding known archeological and historic 
sites, as well as prior cultural resources studies, available through the Alabama Online Cultural Resources 
Database.  Cardno also reviewed USGS topographic maps as well as current and historic aerial imagery 
for evidence of historic use within the portions of the Project area designated as Studies A, B, and D, though 
these areas have not been the subject of any formal cultural resource surveys. Of the three studies 
reviewed, only Study A was found to contain a single archaeological site within the Project area, which has 
yet to be evaluated for eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Cardno anticipates 
that the Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) as the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) or other 
agency would request on-site cultural resource surveys prior to any site development. Cardno recommends 
that the Project avoid encroaching on this resource.  Additionally, since Cultural reviews to date have only 
been conducted for the Study A, B, and D portions of the Project area, Cardno recommends further review 
to adequately address the potential for Cultural resources to occur within the remaining Study C and E 
portions of the Project.  

Cardno has prepared a permitting matrix, which is included in this report (Appendix D), that details the 
local, state, and federal environmental permits that may be required for the development of the Project. The 
permit matrix is based upon the information gathered through the desktop and field investigations, as well 
as contact with appropriate agencies.
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2 Introduction 

Cardno was contracted by First Solar to perform an assessment for potential federally listed species habitat, 
Cultural resources, and a preliminary delineation of potential WOUS that exist within the 3,755-acre Project 
area in Colbert County, Alabama (Figure 2-1). The Project consists of five groups of properties and one 
transmission line (TLine) ROW that were surveyed by Cardno from 2016 to 2019. These are presented as 
Studies A through F in Table 2-1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report contains a delineation of all resources that potentially fall under the jurisdiction of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).   

Cardno conducted desktop investigations to:  

> Identify potential environmental permits that may be required to construct the Project; and 

> Review and document cultural resources that may be located within or in close proximity to the 

Project area that may be impacted by Project activities. 

Cardno scientists conducted field delineations during six site visits within different portions of the Project 
from June 2016 to January 2019 to:  

> Delineate the approximate boundaries of potential jurisdictional wetlands and waterbody ordinary 
high water marks (OHWM) within the Project; and 

> Document general site conditions; and  

> Evaluate the potential for federally listed species habitat.  

The results of the desktop and onsite investigations are provided in this report. 

 

  

Table 2-1 Environmental Assessment Studies Conducted in Colbert County, 
Alabama 

Study ID Property Parcels Field Survey 
Dates 

Study A*  526-acre (E.R. Hall) 6/1/2016 – 
6/2/2016 

Study B*  540-acre (Carter Reid) 8/29/2016 

Study C 
 417-acre (Keeton, 

Underwood, Thomason, and 
McWilliams) 

11/16/2017– 
11/17/2017 

Study D  782-acre (KH Properties) 
7/11/2018 – 
7/12/2018 

Study E  1,432-acre ( McWilliams et. 
al. tracts) 

11/26/2018 – 
11/30/2018 

Study F   58-acre TVA Line ROW 
01/14/2019 – 
01/17/2019 

*  Indicates studies for which AJD applications have been submitted 
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3 Site Location 

The Project is located in a rural setting in the northwestern portion of Colbert County (Figure 2-1). According 
to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Level III and IV Ecoregions of Alabama 
map accessed July 2018, the Project area falls within the Eastern Highland Rim (71g) ecoregion, and 
consists of a weakly dissected, nearly flat to gently rolling plateau. Natural vegetation for the region is 
transitional between the oak-hickory type to the west and the mixed mesophytic forests of the Appalachian 
ecoregions to the east. Much of the original bottomland hardwood forest has been inundated by 
impoundments. The flatter areas in the east and on both sides of the Tennessee River have deep, well- 
drained, reddish soils that are intensively farmed. 

Soils within the Eastern Highland Rim generally consist of Ultisols, Alfisols, and Inceptisols with the Decatur, 
Dewey, Fullerton, Dickson, Colbert, Ketona, and Emory soil series being common. The Project and 
surrounding areas consists mainly of cropland, pine plantation, pasture, and woodlands (Griffith et al 2001). 
These Project areas consist of three geographically separate groups of tracts that are located approximately 
2.5 miles north, northeast, and east of the town of Cherokee, Alabama. The Tennessee River is located to 
the north east of the Project approximately 2 miles away from the Project area. Additionally, three tributaries 
of the river exist near the Project. Malone Creek is located approximately 0.5 miles east of the KH 
Properties, and Mulberry Creek is located within the southern portion of the E.R. Hall boundary. Cane Creek 
is located on the far east side of the TVA TLine ROW.  

3.1 Vegetation Communities 
Field surveys were conducted in January 2019 to document plant communities within the 3,755-acre Project 
area. Using the National Vegetation Classification System (Grossman et al. 1998), vegetation types 
observed during field surveys can be classified as a combination of deciduous forest, evergreen forest, and 
herbaceous/agricultural vegetation. No forested areas in the proposed project area had structural 
characteristics indicative of old growth forest stands (Leverett 1996). The plant communities observed in 
the proposed Project area are common and well represented throughout the region.  

The forest in the proposed Project area consist of evergreen, deciduous, and mixed evergreen/deciduous 
forest. Deciduous forest, where deciduous trees account for more than 75 percent of total canopy cover, 
occupies about 13.6 percent of the proposed Project area. Oak, sycamore, sweet gum, cottonwood and 
the invasive Chinese privet are the dominant deciduous tree species on the site.  

Evergreen forest, which accounts for approximately 8.3 percent of the Project area, has low species 
diversity and is dominated by loblolly pine in the overstory. Many of these stands were planted and canopy 
trees are approximately the same size, are regularly harvested to produce wood products, and bear little 
resemblance to native plant communities found in the region. Eastern Red Cedar is the other common 
evergreen tree species on site. 

Scrub/Shrub communities exist as either young pine plantations or as Chinese privet forests and make up 
6.3 percent of the Project area. Herbaceous vegetative areas consist of 3.4 percent of the Project area and 
is characterized by greater than 75 percent cover of forbs and grasses and less than 25 percent cover of 
other types of vegetation. Rangeland habitat types occur as hayfields and heavily manipulated cattle 
pastures, consisting of 2.4 percent of the total Project area. Agricultural land accounts for approximately 
66.1 percent of the Project area and are dominated with planted wheat, soybeans, cotton, or corn. Areas 
of wetlands, consisting of approximately 1 percent, were present in the Project area. See the wetland 
section (5.3) for discussion of those areas. The remaining acreage consisted of roads, infrastructure and 
barren land. 
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3.2 Land Use 
The land located within and in proximity to the Project is rural, mostly pine plantation or of agricultural use 
and has some scattered residential development. The current land use at the Project site is agricultural 
and residential. There are three natural area within 10 miles of the project site. Distances to these natural 
areas are as follows: 

 The Natchez Trace Parkway (NPS) comes within 5.4 miles 
 Key Cave National Wildlife Area, 6.72 miles 
 Seven Mile Island National Wildlife Area, 8.10 miles 

3.3 Soil Series 
Soils within the Project can be generally described as well drained soils that occur on broad, nearly level 
land to gently sloping floodplains, uplands, and terraces. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) website accessed November 2017 (Soil Survey 
Staff, 2017), the Project is located within twelve soil map units, which are listed and described below (Figure 
3-1). None of the map units within the Project area meet the criteria as described by the National Technical 
Committee for Hydric Soils (NTCHS). 

It should also be noted that caution must be used when comparing the list of hydric components to soil 
survey maps. Many of the soils on the list have ranges in water table depths that allow the soil component 
to range from hydric to non-hydric depending on the location of the soil within the landscape as described 
in the map unit. Lists of hydric soils along with soil survey maps are good off-site ancillary tools to assist in 
wetland determinations, but they are not a substitute for observations made during onsite investigations. 

Barfield-Rock outcrop complex, 2 to 35 percent slopes (BaE)  

The Barfield-Rock outcrop complex has slopes ranging from 2 to 35 percent and is typically found on high 
hills. The soil is well drained and its parent material is residuum weathered from limestone. This soil is 
considered to have a high runoff rate and is never flooded. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes (CaB)  

The Capshaw silt loam has slopes ranging from 2 to 6 percent and is typically found on ridges. The soil is 
moderately well drained and its parent material is silty loess derived from sedimentary rock over clayey 
alluvium derived from sedimentary rock. This soil is considered to have a high runoff rate and is never 
flooded. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded (CbA)  

The Chenneby silt loam has slopes ranging from 0 to 2 percent and is typically found on flood-plain steps. 
The soil is somewhat poorly drained and its parent material is silty alluvium derived from sedimentary rock. 
This soil is considered to have a low runoff class and is occasionally flooded. This soil does not meet 
hydric criteria. 

Chisca loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes (ChD)  
The Chisca loam has slopes ranging from 6 to 15 percent and is typically found on ridges. The soil is well 
drained and its parent material is clayey residuum weathered from calcareous shale. This soil is considered 
to have a high runoff class and never flooded. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Chisca-Nella-Nectar complex, 10 to 45 percent slopes (CnF)  

The Chisca-Nella-Nectar has slopes ranging from 10 to 45 percent and is typically found in mixed 
hardwoods and pine. It is a well-drained, very slowly permeable soil formed in clayey alkaline shale 
residuum. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 
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Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes (DaB) 

This gently sloping, very deep soil has slopes ranging from 2 to 6 percent and is found on broad convex 
ridges that have complex slopes.  The Decatur silt loam consists of clayey residuum derived from weathered 
limestone.  Typically, the surface layer is dark reddish brown silt loam with a dark red silty clay subsoil. The 
Decatur silt loam is gently sloping to sloping and is considered well drained, not flooded, and not ponded. 
This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Decatur silty clay loam, 6 to 10 percent slopes, eroded (DaC2) 

This sloping, very deep soil has slopes ranging from 6 to 10 percent and is found on interfluves and ridges 
with uneven side slopes. The soil is derived from residuum weathered from limestone. The Decatur silty 
clay loam is considered to be well drained, eroded, not flooded, and non-saline to very slightly saline. This 
soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded (EmA)  

The Emory silt loam has slopes ranging from 0 to 2 percent and is typically located in upland depressions.  
The soil consists of alluvium derived from sedimentary rock.  The soil is considered to be well drained, not 
flooded, and occasionally ponded. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes (FaD)  
The Fullerton component makes up 80 percent of the map unit with slopes of 6 to 15 percent. The parent 
material consists of loamy creep deposits derived from cherty limestone over clayey residuum weathered 
from cherty limestone. The natural drainage class is well drained and water movement in the most restrictive 
layer is moderately high. This soil is not flooded or ponded. This soil does not meet hydric criteria. 

Fullerton-Bodine complex, 15 to 45 percent slopes (FbF)  
The Fullerton component makes up 45 percent of the map unit. Slopes are 10 to 45 percent. This 
component is on high hills. The parent material consists of residuum weathered from limestone and 
dolomite. The natural drainage class is well drained with water movement in the most restrictive layer is 
moderately high. This soil is not flooded or ponded and it does not meet hydric criteria. 

The Bodine component makes up 35 percent of the map unit. Slopes are 10 to 45 percent and parent 
material consists of residuum weathered from cherty limestone. The natural drainage class is somewhat 
excessively drained and the water movement in the most restrictive layer is high. This soil is not flooded or 
ponded and does not meet hydric criteria. 

Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded (PUA) 
The Pruitton component makes up 45 percent of this map unit while the Sullivan component makes up 
about 40 percent. Slopes of both components are 0 to 2 percent. They are also both found on flood plains 
with parent material consisting of loamy alluvium derived from sedimentary rock. Their natural drainage 
class is well drained and the water movement in the most restrictive layer is high. This soil is occasionally 
flooded but not ponded, and does not meet hydric criteria.  

Tupelo-Colbert complex, 0 to 4 percent slopes (TuB) 
The Tupelo component makes up 55 percent of the map unit. Slopes are 0 to 4 percent with parent material 
consisting of clayey alluvium derived from sedimentary rock. The natural drainage class is somewhat poorly 
drained and the water movement in the most restrictive layer is moderately low. This soil is not flooded or 
ponded and does not meet hydric criteria. 

The Colbert component makes up 35 percent of the map unit. Slopes are 0 to 4 percent with this soil being 
found on ridges. The parent material consists of residuum weathered from argillaceous limestone. The 
natural drainage class is moderately well drained and the water movement in the most restrictive layer is 
low. This soil is not flooded or ponded and does not meet hydric criteria. 
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4 Assessment Methodology 

Cardno conducted desktop reviews of the Project area utilizing local and federal GIS data to identify 
potential habitat for listed species, wetlands, hydric soils, floodplains, and cultural resources that could 
affect the Project development process.  

Federal and state resources were reviewed as a precursor to field site assessments, to identify potential 
habitat that may be found for listed species in the Project area. Results of the threatened and endangered 
species review are provided in Section 5.2. 

Cardno’s cultural resource specialists reviewed information regarding known archeological and historic 
sites, as well as prior cultural resources studies, available through the Alabama Online Cultural Resources 
Database (March 29, 2016). Cardno also reviewed USGS topographic maps, current, and historic aerial 
imagery for evidence of historic use within the Study A, B, and D portions of the Project area. The results 
of this literature review are provided in Section 5.6 

An environmental permit matrix was created based upon information gathered through initial site 
investigations, as well as research of federal, state, and local websites and communication with appropriate 
agencies. The environmental permitting matrix details the local, state, and federal environmental permits 
that may be required for the development of the Project and is provided in Appendix D. 

The delineation of WOUS, including wetlands was conducted during four site visits to different portions of 
the Project from June 2016 to November 2018.  Cardno scientists performed all wetland delineation surveys 
in accordance with the USACE Wetland Delineation Manual (USACE Manual; Environmental Laboratory 
1987) in conjunction with the Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Regional Supplement to the USACE 
Delineation Manual (USACE 2012) (Appendix A). Cardno also completed TVA rapid assessment 
datasheets (Appendix G) on all wetlands and classified them based on function and value in compliance 
with Executive Order 11990 – Protection of Wetlands. Streams were also classified and Cardno scientists 
completed TVA hydrologic determination field data sheets (Appendix J). The results of the delineation are 
provided in Sections 5.3 and 5.4. 

Wetlands are collectively defined by the USACE (Environmental Laboratory 1987) and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA; Federal Register 1980) as those areas that are inundated or 
saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency or duration sufficient to support and that under normal 
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  
An area is a wetland if it meets the wetland hydrology, hydrophytic vegetation, and hydric soil criteria 
established in the USACE Manual. 

Cardno scientists collected all pertinent field data information on USACE Eastern Mountain and Piedmont 
Region wetland forms (Appendix A).    

Hydrophytic Vegetation 
Hydrophytic vegetation is defined as “the sum total of macrophytic plant life that occurs in areas where the 
frequency and duration of inundation or soil saturation produce permanently or periodically saturated soils 
of sufficient duration to exert a controlling influence on the plant species present” (Environmental Laboratory 
1987).  Dominant vegetation was identified and categorized in accordance with the regional indicator status 
in the national list of plant species that occur in wetlands (Lichvar et. al. 2016).  The indicator status of a 
plant species is expressed in terms of the estimated probability of that species to occur in wetland conditions 
within a given region.  Table 4-1 lists the plant indicator status categories.  A vegetative community would 
be determined to be hydrophytic if more than 50 percent of the dominant species present were FAC, FACW, 
or OBL. 
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Table 4-1 Plant Indicator Status Categories 

Indicator Category Indicator 
Symbol 

Frequency of Occurrence in Wetlands (percent) 

Obligate Wetland 
Plants 

OBL Plants that occur almost always (estimated probability >99%) in wetlands 
under natural conditions, but which may also occur rarely (estimated 
probability <1%) in non-wetlands.  Examples:  Carya aquatica, 
Persicarian punctata. 

Facultative Wetland 
Plants 

FACW Plants that occur usually (estimated probability 67-99%) in wetlands, but 
also occurring in both wetlands and non-wetlands.  Examples:  Spartina 
patens; Panicum dichotomiflrum. 

Facultative Plants FAC Plants with a similar likelihood (estimated probability of 33-67%) of 
occurring in both wetlands and non-wetlands.  Examples:  Stenotaphrum 
secundatum; Rumex cripsus. 

Facultative Upland 
Plants 

FACU Plants that occur sometimes (estimated probability 1-33%) in wetlands, 
but occur more often (estimated probability 67-99%) in non-wetlands.  
Examples: Cirsium vulgare; Rubus trivialis.  

Obligate Upland 
Plants 

UPL Plants that occur rarely (estimated probability <1%) in wetlands, but 
almost always (>99% estimated probability) in non-wetlands.  Examples:  
Geranium carolinianum. 

Wetland Hydrology 
Wetland hydrology includes all hydrologic characteristics of areas that are periodically inundated or have 
soils saturated to the surface at some time during the growing season.  Areas with evident characteristics 
of wetland hydrology are those where the presence of water has an overriding influence on characteristics 
of vegetation and soils due to anaerobic and reducing conditions, respectively (Environmental Laboratory 
1987). 

Hydric Soils 
Hydric soils are defined as soils that are saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing 
season to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper stratum.  In general, hydric soils are flooded, ponded, 
or saturated for a week or more during the growing season when soil temperatures are above 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  The anaerobic conditions created by repeated or prolonged saturation or flooding result in 
permanent changes in soil color and chemistry, and are used to differentiate hydric from non-hydric soils 
(Environmental Laboratory 1987). 

At each recorded data point, a pit up to 12-inches deep was excavated for evaluation.  Soils were surveyed 
for horizon profile, matrix, value, chroma, texture, and concretions. 

Hydric soils were determined to be present if one primary hydric soil indicator was present.  Background 
soils information of the Project area was obtained from the USDA NRCS Web Soil Survey.   

4.1 Mapping 
All wetlands and other water features were recorded using a sub-meter Global Positioning System (GPS) 
device. The GPS was programmed to record points with a minimum of four satellites and a Position Dilution 
of Precision (PDOP) value no greater than 6.0. Water features were delineated by collecting GPS points 
along the perimeter of the wetland or ordinary high water mark with suitable frequency to represent the 
feature within the Project area.   
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4.2 Photographs 
Photographs are the visual documentation of site conditions as they existed during the field survey.  
Representative photos were taken at wetland and upland areas.  For all other features, a minimum of one 
photo was taken, unless the area was large and required additional representation.  The photographic log 
is provided in Appendix B.

5 Results of Findings 

5.1 Permitting Matrix  
Appendix D provides the results of Cardno’s permitting investigation and includes relevant environmental 
permits, descriptions, regulations, lead time, and cost to prepare applications and reports. 

5.2 Threatened and Endangered Species Review 
Cardno conducted desktop environmental assessments for listed species within the Project area. Table 5-
1 and Appendix H list the species that were identified by the USFWS IPaC database, TVA Natural Heritage 
Database, and the Alabama Natural Heritage T&E list for Colbert County as having the potential to occur 
within or be affected by the Project. Species included in Table 5-1 from the TVA Database were searched 
for aquatic species within ten, plant species within five, and terrestrial species within three miles of the 
Project.   

Table 5-1  IPaC Federally Listed Species, Alabama Natural Heritage, and TVA Natural Heritage Database T&E Listed 
Species Potentially Affected by Project 

 

Group Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Mammals Indiana bat 2 Myotis sodalis Endangered SP  
Gray bat 1,2,3 Myotis grisescens Endangered SP 

 Northern long-eared bat 2 Myotis septentrionalis Threatened SP 

 Tricolored Bat1,2,3 Perimyotis subflavus N/A SLNS 

Birds Bald Eagle4 Haliaeetus leucocephalus N/A SP 

 Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker4 Picoides borealis N/A SP 

Mussels Pink mucket 1,2,3 Lampsilis abrupta Endangered SP 
 Rough pigtoe 1,2,3 Pleurobema plenum Endangered SP 

 Dromedary pearlymussel 
1,2,3 Dromus dromas Endangered SP 

 Fanshell 1,2,3 Cyprogenia stegaria Endangered SP 

 Orangefoot pimpleback 
(pearlymussel) 1,2, 3 Plethobasus cooperianus Endangered SP 

 Ring pink mussel 1,2,3 Obovaria retusa  Endangered SP 

 Sheepnose mussel 1,2,3  Plethobasus cyphyus Endangered SP 

 Spectaclecase 1,2,3  Cumberlandia monodonta Endangered SP 

 White wartyback 1,2,3 Plethobasus cicatricosus Endangered SP 

 Clubshell 1,2,3  Pleurobema clava Endangered SP 

 Cumberland Monkeyface 
1,2,3  Quadrula intermedia Endangered SP 

 Birdwing Pearlymussel 1,2,3 Lemiox rimosus Endangered SP 
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Table 5-1  IPaC Federally Listed Species, Alabama Natural Heritage, and TVA Natural Heritage Database T&E Listed 
Species Potentially Affected by Project 

 

Group Common Name Scientific Name Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

 Cumberlandian Combshell 
1,2,3  Epioblasma brevidens Endangered SP 

 Anthony's River Snail 1,2,3  Athearnia anthonyi Endangered SP 

 Oyster mussel 1,2,3  Epioblasma capsaeformis Endangered SP 

 Pale Lilliput 1,2 Toxolasma cylindrellus Endangered SP 

 Pyramid Pigtoe 1,2,3  Pleurobema rubrum NA SP 

 Slabside Pearlymussel 1,2,3  Pleuronaia dolabelloides Endangered SP 

 Shiny Pigtoe 1,2,3 Fusconaia cor Endangered SP 

 Smooth Rabbitsfoot 1,2,3 Quadrula cylindrica cylindrical  Threatened SP 

 Tuberculed Blossom 
Pearlymussel 1,2 Epioblasma torulosa torulosa Endangered SP 

 Yellow-blossom 
Pearlymussel 1,2,3 Epioblasma florentina florentina Endangered SP 

Amphibians Hellbender4 Cryptopbranchus alleganiensis N/A SP 

Fish Alabama cavefish 1,2 Speoplatyrhinus poulsoni Endangered SP 

 Snail Darter 1,2 Percina tanasi Threatened SP 

 Spotfin Chub 1,2,3 Erimonax monachus Threatened SP 

 Southern Cavefish1,2,3 Typhlichthys subterraneus N/A SP 

Crustacean Alabama Blind Cave 
Shrimp4 

Palaemonias alabamae N/A SP 

Plants Three-flowered Hawthorn 

1,2,3 
Crataegus triflora  NA SLNS 

 Dutchman's Breeches 1,2,3 Dicentra cucullaria  NA SLNS 

 False Rue-anemone 1,2,3 Enemion biternatum  NA SLNS 

 American Columbo 1,2,3 Frasera caroliniensis  NA SLNS 

 Alabama Glade-cress 1,2 Leavenworthia alabamica NA SLNS 

 Lyre-Leaf Bladderpod1,2,3 Lesquerella lyrata N/A SLNS 

 Leafy Prairie-clover1,2,3 Dalea foliosa N/A SLNS 

     
1 Indicates species which were identified from information provided by the TVA Regional Natural Heritage Database.  
2 Indicates species which were identified from information provided by the USFWS IPaC Database. 
3 Indicates species which were identified from information provided by the Alabama Natural Heritage Program   
Database 
4 Indicates species which were identified from information provided by the TVA Regional Natural Heritage County List.  
 
SP – State Protected, SLNS – State Listed No Status  

No critical habitat was identified within the Project area by the IPaC database.  Although Cardno scientists 
did not conduct ‘in water’ surveys for listed fish or mussel species, it was determined that habitat could exist 
for these within the portions of Mulberry Creek and Stream S-D-8  that run along the southeast border and 
through the Project, respectively. Although the Alabama cavefish is listed by the IPaC database as having 
the potential to occur within the Project area, it is currently only known to exist within Key Cave in 
Lauderdale County, Alabama (USFWS 2017). The Project will not impact either Mulberry Creek or Stream 
S-D-8, and therefore we have concluded that impact to listed aquatic species will not occur as a result of 
the solar development. 
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Cardno scientists documented potential bat habitat during their onsite assessment of the Project (Figure 
5-1).  Seven potential roosting trees (trees with loose bark or hollows) were identified along Mulberry Creek, 
and one potential vertical karst feature/rocky outcrop was documented within the Project near Mulberry 
Creek (Table 5-2). Although the identified potential vertical karst feature could provide summer roosting 
habitat, it is unlikely that this feature provides a winter hibernaculum, due to its location within the high 
banks of Mulberry Creek, and the absence of observed guano stains at the time of field site visits.  This 
feature was not investigated further.  Cardno investigated for bat habitat as defined in USFWS 2018 Range-
wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines (also applicable to northern long-eared bat). Cardno scientists 
traversed the area at a casual pace looking for suitable habitat. Upon identifying potential habitat the team 
logged the location using GPS, marked potential habitat trees with red flagging tape, photographed the 
location and completed a Phase 1 Habitat Assessment form. The Phase 1 Habitat Assessment forms for 
potential bat habitat areas are included in Appendix E of this document.  Approximately 200+ acres of 
significant potential roosting and/or foraging habitat may exist along the Mulberry Creek riparian corridor.  
No bats were identified during the surveys. Cardno recommends final consultation and concurrence with 
USFWS. 

In addition to surveying for bat habitat, Cardno scientists contacted the Auburn University Museum of 
Natural History, ANHP which maintains a database of rare species and natural communities and includes 
information regarding bats and threatened and endangered species.  Consultation with the ANHP did not 
identify any bat or threatened or endangered species habitat or occurrences within the Project boundary or 
within 1 mile of the Project.  Further, eight caves were identified within the TVA Natural Heritage Database 
search within three miles of the Project. None of these caves were within the proposed Project boundary. 

Table 5-2 Potential bat roosting trees and Potential Vertical Karst Feature/Rocky Outcrop 
 

Feature ID Latitude Longitude 

A (Tree) 34.748865 -87.908016 

B (Tree) 34.756037 -87.900488 

C (Tree) 34.756375 -87.900699 

D (Tree) 34.750826 -87.916964 

E (Tree) 34.758438 -87.902841 

F (Tree) 34.763275 -87.902947 

G (Tree) 34.748925 -87.910999 

Vertical Karst 
Feature/Rocky Outcrop 

34.755393 -87.902104 
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No federally listed plant species were identified within or near the Project after a search of the USFWS 
IPaC database; however, five species were documented within the TVA natural heritage database within 
a buffered search of the Project boundary. Although presence/absence surveys for the listed plant 
species were not completed, it is unlikely that suitable habitat exists onsite, or suitable habitat exists 
within heavily wooded and mesic areas that will not be impacted by the Project. Several of these species 
are dependent upon rich deciduous forest and/or limestone or cedar glades that were not identified onsite 
during vegetation surveys. 

5.3 Wetlands 

Vegetation Community Types 
Cardno scientists identified three types of wetland vegetative communities within the Project area: 
herbaceous wetland, scrub-shrub wetland, and forested wetland.  A significant portion of the property is 
active or recently active agricultural land currently producing corn, wheat, or soybean.  Community 
identification was based on soils, hydrology and an emphasis on dominant vegetation. Appendix A 
provides datasheets which include data point-specific vegetative community species data. 

Hydrology 
The majority of the Project area is relatively well drained by overland flow, ephemeral agricultural drainages, 
and culverts which lead to ponded areas or to larger water bodies including Mulberry Creek and other 
waters that have nexus to the Tennessee River.  Multiple depressions and/or ponded areas were identified 
by reviews of aerial imagery. Cardno scientists inspected these areas and at the time of the onsite 
investigations, only 10 of these areas (including the nine ponds) were found to be holding water.  

Soils 
Soils were delineated with the X-Rite Munsell M50215B Soil Book of Color, and exhibited a hue, lightness, 
and chroma ranging from 5 YR (3/3) to 10YR (5/3) throughout the Project area.  The datasheets presented 
in Appendix A provide soils color data for each soil pit. 

5.3.1 Parcels  
Cardno scientists investigated the entire Project for wetlands that exhibited the three USACE criteria 
(hydrophytic vegetation, wetland hydrology and hydric soils).  Cardno’s onsite investigations identified 31 
wetlands (Table 5-3) totaling 37.6 acres.  Agricultural, unconsolidated bottom, herbaceous, scrub-shrub, 
and forested wetlands were observed within the Project. 

 

Table 5-3 Delineated Wetlands Muscle Shoals Property   

Wetland ID Type Acreage Jurisdictional TVA Ram 
Category 

WET-B-1* PEM 0.22 No 1 

WET-B-2* PEM 8.48 No 2 

WET-B-3* PFO 1.06 No 2 

WET-C-1 PEM 0.23 No 1 

WET-C-2 PSS 0.28 No 1 

WET-C-3 PFO 1.43 No 2 
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WET-D-1 PEM 0.58 Yes 1 
Wetland ID Type Acreage Jurisdictional TVA Ram 

Category 
WET-D-2 PEM 0.49 Yes 1 

WET-D-3 PEM 0.02 No 2 

WET-D-4 PEM 0.29 No 2 

WET-D-5 PEM 0.01 No 2 

WET-D-6 PEM 0.08 No 2 

WET-D-7 PEM 0.08 No 2 

WET-D-8 PEM 0.01 No 2 

WET-D-9 PEM 0.81 No 1 

WET-D-10 PEM 1.58 No 1 

WET-D-11 PUB(x) 0.23 No n/a 

WET-D-12 PUB(x) 0.20 No n/a 

WET-D-13 PUB(x) 0.28 No n/a 

WET-E-1 PUB(x) 0.40 No n/a 

WET-E-2 PUB(x) 2.47 Yes n/a 

WET-E-3 PUB(x) 0.45 No n/a 

WET-E-4 PUB(x) 0.30 No n/a 

WET-E-5 PUB(x) 0.98 No n/a 

WET-E-6 PEM 0.18 Yes 2 

WET-E-7 PSS 0.27 No 2 

WET-E-8 PFO 1.77 No 2 

WET-E-9 PEM 4.19 No 2 

WET-E-10 PSS 2.24 No 2 

WET-E-11 PUB(x) 7.36 No n/a 

WET-E-12 PUB(x) 0.63 No n/a 

Total  37.60   

Total Non-jurisdictional  33.88   

Total Jurisdictional  3.72   

* Indicates features from studies for which AJD applications have been submitted  
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5.3.2 TVA TLine  
Cardno scientists investigated the TVA TLine in January 2019 for wetlands that exhibited the three 
USACE criteria (hydrophytic vegetation, wetland hydrology and hydric soils).  Cardno’s onsite 
investigations identified 2 wetlands (Table 5-4) totaling 1.93 acres.  Only herbaceous wetlands were 
identified within the TVA TLine ROW. 

Table 5-4 Delineated Wetlands TVA Transmission Line   

Wetland ID Type Acreage Jurisdictional TVA Ram 
Category 

WET-F-1 PEM 0.15 Yes 3 

WET-F-2 PEM 1.78 Yes 3 

Total  1.93   
Total Non-jurisdictional  0   

Total Jurisdictional  1.93   

5.4 Waterbodies 

5.4.1 Parcels  
Twenty-nine ephemeral drainages, 9 intermittent streams, 4 perennial streams (Mulberry Creek, a tributary 
to Mulberry Creek, Malone Creek, and a tributary to Malone Creek) and 10 ponded areas (recorded as 
PUB(x) wetlands above) were identified to be located within the Project boundaries (Appendix C). 

Table 5-5 Delineated Streams (Parcels) 

Stream ID Flow Type 
Stream 
Length 
(feet) 

Water 
Depth 

(Inches) 

Width at 
Bankfull 

(ft) 
Substrate Jurisdictional 

S-A-1* Ephemeral 191.00 0 2.5 Organic  No 

S-A-2* Ephemeral 2,182.00 0 4 Organic  Yes 

S-A-3* Ephemeral 178.00 0 2 Organic  No 

S-A-4 (Mulberry 
Creek)* 

Perennial 4,365.00 6 17 Cobble/Organic Yes 

S-B-1* Ephemeral 532.00 0 2.5 Organic  No  

S-B-2* Ephemeral 435.00 0 3 Organic  No  

S-B-3* Ephemeral 407.00 0 3 Organic  No  

S-C-1 Ephemeral 2,588.00 0 2.5 Organic No  

S-C-2 Ephemeral 561.00 0 3.5 Organic No  

S-C-3 Ephemeral 477.00 0 3.5 Organic/ag field No  

S-C-4 Ephemeral 681.00 0 1.5 Organic/ag field No  

S-C-5 Ephemeral 567.00 0 2.5 Organic No  

S-C-6 Ephemeral 511.00 0 3.5 Organic No  

S-C-7 Ephemeral 661.00 0 1.5 Organic No  

S-D-1 Intermittent 221.10 0 2 Organic Yes 
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Stream ID Flow Type Stream 
length 
(feet) 

Water 
Depth 

(Inches) 

Width at 
Bankfull 

(ft) 

Substrate Jurisdictional 

S-D-2 Intermittent 4,220.60 0 2 Organic Yes 

S-D-3 Ephemeral 63.20 0 1 Organic Yes 

S-D-4 Ephemeral 465.30 0 1 Organic Yes 

S-D-5 Ephemeral 294.40 0 1 Organic No 

S-D-7 Ephemeral 409.80 0 2 Organic Yes 

S-D-8 Perennial 402.90 6 4 Cobble/Organic Yes 

S-D-9 Ephemeral 526.60 0 2 Organic Yes 

S-D-10 Ephemeral 345.20 0 1 Organic No 

S-D-11 Ephemeral 526.90 0 1 Organic No 

S-D-12 Ephemeral 159.90 0 1 Organic/Ag Field No 

S-D-13 Intermittent 2,034.50 0 2 Organic Yes 

S-D-14 Intermittent 136.70 0 1 Organic Yes 

S-D-15 Ephemeral 1,414.20 0 0.5 Organic Yes 

S-D-16 Ephemeral 290.00 0 0.5 Ag Field Yes 

S-E-1 Intermittent 5,490.30 0.25 8.0 Organic Yes 

S-E-2 Ephemeral 534.20 0.5 2.0 Organic Yes 

S-E-3 Intermittent 997.20 0 0.5 Ag Field Yes 

S-E-4 Ephemeral 204.40 0 8.0 Organic/Cobble Yes 

S-E-5 Intermittent 127.70 0 0.5 Organic Yes 

S-E-6 (Mulberry 
Creek) Perennial 6,252.60 

1.0 14.0 Organic/Cobble 
Yes 

S-E-7 Intermittent 202.30 0 0.5 Organic Yes 

S-E-8 Ephemeral 1,285.60 0 0.5 Organic No 

S-E-9 Intermittent 553.80 0.5 8.0 Organic/Cobble Yes 

S-E-10 Ephemeral 1,088.30 0.25 0.5 Ag Field No 

S-E-11 Ephemeral 2,122.60 0 6.0 Organic Yes 

S-E-12 Ephemeral 2,024.50 0 3.0 Organic Yes 

S-E-13 Perennial 183.40 0.5 6.0 Organic/Cobble Yes 

S-E-14 Perennial 110.10 0.5 12.0 Organic/Cobble Yes 

Total  47,023.7     

Total Non-
jurisdictional 

 11,489.3     

Total Jurisdictional  35,535.0     

*  - Indicates features from studies for which AJD applications have been submitted 
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5.4.2 TVA TLine 
Two ephemeral drainages and two perennial streams (Mulberry Creek and Cane Creek) were identified to 
be located within the TVA Line ROW. 

Table 5-6 Delineated Streams (TVA TLine) 

Stream ID Flow Type 

Length 
within 
ROW 
(feet) 

Water 
Depth 

(Inches) 

Top of 
Bank at 
Bankfull 

(ft) 

Substrate Jurisdictional 

S-F-1* Ephemeral 141 0 4 Organic  Yes 

S-F-2 (Mulberry Creek)* Perennial 142 20 64 Cobble/Organic  Yes 

S-F-3* Ephemeral 377 0 5 Organic  Yes 

S-F-4 (Cane Creek)* Perennial 236 48 540 Cobble/Organic Yes 

S-F-5 (Cane Creek)* Perennial 202 40 162 Cobble/Organic Yes 

S-F-6 (Cane Creek)* Perennial 190 40 200 Cobble/Organic Yes 

Total  1288.0     

Total Non-
jurisdictional 

 0     

Total Jurisdictional  1288.0     

* Indicates features from studies for which AJD applications have been submitted 
 

5.5 Jurisdictional Summary 
Cardno scientists identified 31 ephemeral drainages, 9 intermittent streams, 5 perennial streams (Mulberry 
Creek, a tributary to Mulberry Creek, Malone Creek, Cane Creek, and a tributary to Malone Creek) and 33 
wetlands, including 10 excavated ponded areas within the Project boundaries. All perennial and intermittent 
streams, as well as 15 ephemeral streams, 5 wetlands, and one ponded area may possess a hydrological 
connection to a TNW (Tennessee River). Therefore, it is Cardno’s opinion that these delineated features 
may likely be classified as jurisdictional under USACE guidance. Twenty of the identified ephemeral 
streams did not exhibit flow during field investigations. Twenty-one of the identified wetlands, as well as 9 
excavated ponded areas appeared to be isolated in nature. It is Cardno’s opinion that these 
drainages/streams and wetlands lack adequate connectivity to a TNW, and would most likely be classified 
as non-jurisdictional under USACE guidance. 

5.6 Cultural Resources  
Cardno’s cultural resource specialists reviewed information regarding known archeological and historic 
sites, as well as prior cultural resources studies, available through the Alabama Online Cultural Resources 
Database (July 18, 2018).  USGS topographic maps, current, and historic aerial imagery were also reviewed 
for evidence of historic use of the Study A, B, and D portions of the Project area. The results of the Cultural 
review identified one site within portions of the Project area and is presented below. Cardno has not 
completed a Cultural review for the remaining parcels (Study C and E), but recommends doing so in order 
to adequately address the Cultural resources that may occur within this portion of the Project area. 
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Based on Alabama State Site File data, none of the four Study areas have been subject to a formal cultural 
resource survey; however, formal cultural resources surveys have been conducted within one mile of sites 
A, B, and D by the University of Alabama. The results of the Cultural reviews on sites A, B, and D are 
presented in Table 5.7 and Table 5.8. 

 

 
E.R. Hall (Study A) 
One archaeological site (1CT459) has been recorded within the Study area (Table 5-7 and Figure 5-2). 
Site 1CT459 (Hall Sterling) is a prehistoric artifact scatter located in a cultivated field reported by Teresa 
Paglione, Cultural Resource Specialist with the NRCS, based on surface inspection. The site was described 
as: 

… a diffuse lithic scatter on the surface of a highly eroded, cultivated field on the west bank of Mulberry 
Creek. Portions of the site may extend into wooded areas along creek bank and in access road that borders 
the cotton field. Although cultivated and eroded, lower portions of the site may be protected under sediments 
that have been deposited in woods and road (coming off the field). White, pink, red and grey chert flakes, 
two pre-cores, a bifacial "blank" (very roughed out biface), a broken fluted Clovis and a Kirk Corner Notched 

Table 5-7   Archaeological Sites Recorded within the A, B, and D Study Areas  

Study Site Site Type NRHP Eligibility Within Study 
Area 

Comment 

Study A 1CT459 Prehistoric artifact scatter Unevaluated Yes Highly eroded, 
cultivated field 

Table 5-8 Archaeological Sites Recorded within One Mile A, B, and D Study Areas  

Study  Site Site Type NRHP Eligibility Within Study 
Area 

Comment 

Study B 1CT26 Prehistoric artifact scatter Unevaluated No Within rock shelter 

Study B 1CT459 
Prehistoric (Paleoindian or 

Early Archaic) artifact 
scatter 

Unevaluated No  

Study B 1CT369 Prehistoric lithic scatter Ineligible No  

Study B 1CT370 Prehistoric lithic scatter Ineligible No  

Study B 1CT30 Prehistoric surface scatter Unevaluated No  

Study B  1CT139 Prehistoric artifact scatter, 
shell midden Unevaluated No Inundated 

Study B  1CT583 Prehistoric artifact scatter, 
midden Unevaluated No 

Intermittently 
inundated, possibly 

eligible 

Study B  1CT27 Prehistoric artifact scatter, 
midden Unevaluated No Inundated 

Study D 1CT318 
Unknown aboriginal 

lithic scatter Ineligible No  

Study D 1CT319 
Unknown aboriginal 

lithic scatter Ineligible No  
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pp/k were observed on the surface (100% ground visibility). The worked lithics were collected; the rest were 
left in the field. 

The site is currently unevaluated for NRHP eligibility, but the projectile point types suggest very early 
prehistoric habitation(s) dating to the Paleoindian and/or Early Archaic periods. 

An approximately 1,282-acre parcel in sections 26, 27, 24, and 35 of Township 3 South, Range 13 West  
between Mulberry Creek and the Tennessee River to the immediate east of the proposed Study area was 
the subject of a cultural resources survey in 1989 (Hollis et al. 1989).  That survey located ten prehistoric 
lithic scatters, one of which (1CT246) was recommended for further testing.  Eight historic domestic home 
sites, six with remains of standing structures, were identified, but none was recommended for further 
investigation at the time of the survey.  One cemetery was mapped; while the cemetery was not considered 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), avoidance was recommended in accordance 
with state laws protecting human burials.  

Just to the southeast of the Study area, on the other side of Mulberry Creek, is the Watkins Cemetery, 
owned by Colbert County (Parcel 0608330000002000).  As of December 29, 2015, the Watkins Cemetery 
was not listed in the Alabama Historic Commission’s (AHC) Alabama Historic Cemetery Register. 
Avoidance of this resource is recommended. 

Examination of current aerial photographs and county property records (Colbert County Parcel 
0608330000001000) shows that there are currently no standing structures within the Study area.  There 
are several potentially historic (i.e., over 50 years of age) structures, including residences and agricultural 
buildings, along Mulberry Lane, which in part forms the eastern boundary of the Study area.  Examination 
of historic maps suggests potential for historic roadways along both the east and north Study area 
boundaries (Bacon 1896, 1908).  The former Memphis & Charleston Railroad (completed 1857) and Old 
Lee Highway are located approximately 0.3 miles to the south.  

As of November 19, 2015, there were 20 properties in Colbert County listed on the Alabama Register of 
Landmarks and Heritage, none of which are in or within one mile of the Study area.  As of October 26, 
2015, there were 28 properties in Colbert County listed on the NRHP, none of which are in or within one 
mile of the Study area. 

Locations of note more than one mile away from the Study area, but relevant to understanding the 
prehistoric and historic use of the general vicinity include: 

 The Trail of Tears National Historic Trail follows the course of the Tennessee River, approximately 
1.4 miles to the east and north.  

 Civil War skirmishes are reported to have taken place at or near Barton Cemetery, approximately 
1.5 miles to the southeast. 

 The Chickasaw Indian Agency at Malone Creek was located approximately 1.75 miles to the north. 

 Koger’s Island (1LU92), a Mississippi period archaeological site, is located approximately 2.75 
miles to the north on an island in the Tennessee River.  

 The National Park Service’s Natchez Trace Parkway is located approximately 5.4 miles away, to 
the west of Cherokee. 

 Barton Hill, a nineteenth-century plantation that has been designated as a National Historic 
Landmark, is approximately 4.6 miles to the west.  

There are likely other prehistoric and historic sites of significance nearby, but this list does illustrate that the 
Study area is located in a region with a long record of human habitation. 
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Figure 5-2 Archeological Sites in Proximity to Study A (E.R. Hall).  

 
It is likely that the AHC, as well as the SHPO, and/or the USACE will request a cultural resources survey of 
the Study area near Barton, Colbert County, Alabama, as part of the Nationwide permit process.  Previous 
cultural resources surveys adjacent to the Study area located archaeological sites, one archaeological site 
has been recorded within the Study area, and review of historic maps and aerial photographs suggests that 
additional sites may be located in or adjacent to this parcel.  The Study area appears to have a high potential 
for locating prehistoric archaeological sites, particularly along Mulberry Creek.  There is also a high potential 
for locating historic archaeological sites, particularly in the northern and eastern portions of the parcel.  
Additionally, as the ER Hall boundary is currently drawn, there is the potential to encounter marked or 
unmarked burials associated with a known cemetery (Watkins Cemetery).  This Study area is within the 
historic Chickasaw homelands, and one or more federally recognized tribes are likely to express an interest 
in the Project.  

Carter Reid (Study B) 
Local collectors have reported archaeological finds from the general area. However, no sites have been 
recorded within the Study area itself. The nearest archaeological site (1CT26) has been recorded 
approximately 0.06 miles away from the Study area’s eastern boundary. Site 1CT26 is a small prehistoric 
artifact scatter (comprised of incised shell pendants) located in a rockshelter on a bluff above Mulberry 

1CT459 
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Creek. The site was identified in 1931 and has not been subjected to systematic survey, nor evaluated for 
eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  

In addition to site 1CT26, seven other archaeological sites have been identified within one mile of the Study 
(Table 5-8). Three sites are located within the Tennessee River to the northeast of the Project, and noted 
as inundated or intermittently inundated (CT139, CT583, CT27). Each consists of an observed artifact 
scatter and associated middens; these sites have not been evaluated for NRHP eligibility. 

Site 1CT459 (Hall Sterling) is a prehistoric artifact scatter located in a cultivated field reported by Teresa 
Paglione, Cultural Resource Specialist with the NRCS, based on surface inspection. The site is currently 
unevaluated for NRHP eligibility, but recovered projectile point types suggest very early prehistoric 
habitation(s) dating to the Paleoindian and/or Early Archaic periods. Three other sites within one mile of the 
Project have been recorded as prehistoric lithic scatters. Sites 1CT369 and 1CT370 were identified by the 
University of Alabama during a cultural resources reconnaissance survey in 1996 (Meyer et al. 1996). Both 
sites are identified as prehistoric lithic scatters, heavily disturbed; both were recommended as ineligible for 
listing to the NRHP. Site 1CT30 was originally identified in 1933 and noted to be a small prehistoric surface 
scatter; this site has not been evaluated for NRHP eligibility. 

In addition to these seven sites, an approximately 1,282-acre parcel in sections 26, 27, 24, and 35 of 
Township 3 South, Range 13 West between Mulberry Creek and the Tennessee River to the immediate 
east of the proposed Project was the subject of a cultural resources survey in 1989 (Hollis et al. 1989). That 
survey located ten prehistoric lithic scatters, one of which (1CT246) was recommended for further testing. 
Eight historic domestic home sites, six with remains of standing structures, were identified, but none was 
recommended for further investigation at the time of the survey. One cemetery was mapped; while the 
cemetery was not considered eligible for the NRHP, avoidance was recommended in accordance with state 
laws protecting human burials.  Immediately east of the Project, between Mulberry Lane and Mulberry 
Creek, USGS topographic maps dated 1954 and 1988 indicate the presence of a cemetery. This is the mid-
nineteenth-century Oates Cemetery, located on land owned and managed by the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. As of December 29, 2015, this unnamed cemetery was not listed in the Alabama Historic 
Commission’s (AHC) Alabama Historic Cemetery Register. This cemetery is located outside of the Project 
(Figure 5-3). 

Examination of current aerial photographs and county property records shows that while there are currently 
no standing structures within the Project, there are several potentially historic (i.e., over 50 years of age) 
structures within one mile, including residences and agricultural buildings. In the mid-nineteenth century, 
Section 28 was part of the Oates, or Newport, Plantation (Gibbs 2004). USDA soil survey maps of Colbert 
County dated 1908 and 1933 show buildings in and near the Project along Mulberry Lane. Examination of 
historic maps suggests potential for historic roadways along both the east and north proposed Project 
boundaries (Bacon 1896, 1908). The former Memphis & Charleston Railroad (completed 1857) and Old 
Lee Highway are located approximately 1.3 miles to the south. 

As of June 23, 2016, there were 20 properties in Colbert County listed on the Alabama Register of 
Landmarks and Heritage, none of which are in or within one mile Project. As of October 26, 2015, there 
were 28 properties in Colbert County listed on the NRHP, none of which are in or within one mile of the 
Project. 
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Locations of note outside the Project, but relevant to understanding the prehistoric and historic use of the 
general vicinity, include: 

> The Trail of Tears National Historic Trail follows the course of the Tennessee River, to the east and 
north.  

> Civil War skirmishes are reported to have taken place at or near Barton Cemetery, approximately 2 
miles to the southeast. 

> The Chickasaw Indian Agency at Malone Creek was located approximately 0.6 miles to the north. 

> Koger’s Island (1LU92), a Mississippi period archaeological site, is located approximately 1.8 miles to 
the north on an island in the Tennessee River.  

> The National Park Service’s Natchez Trace Parkway is located approximately 5.4 miles away, to the 
west of Cherokee. 

> Barton Hall, a nineteenth-century plantation that has been designated as a National Historic 
Landmark, is approximately 4 miles to the west.  

There are likely other prehistoric and historic sites of significance nearby, but this list does illustrate that 
the Project is located in a region with a long record of human habitation.  

It is likely that the AHC, as the SHPO, would require cultural resources survey of this Study area should the 
Project proceed under private development and not require a federal permit or oversight.  Previous cultural 
resource surveys in proximity to the Project located archaeological sites and review of historic maps and 
aerial photographs suggests that historical sites may be located within or adjacent to the Project. There 
appears to be high potential for locating prehistoric archaeological sites due to the area’s long record of 
human habitation. This Project is within the historic Chickasaw homelands, and one or more federally 
recognized tribes are likely to express an interest in the Project. 

KH Properties (Study D) 
Two previous cultural resource surveys have been conducted within one mile of the Study area. These 
were both conducted by the University of Alabama. One occurred in 1989 and was sponsored by the 
Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments, and the other occurred in 1993 and was sponsored by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

There were no archaeological sites found within the Study area boundary, although two archaeological 
sites were recorded within one mile of the Muscle Shoals Study area. They are both unknown aboriginal 
lithic scatters collected from the surface in a cultivated field (Figure 5-4), and were recorded during a survey 
by the University of Alabama sponsored by the Tennessee Valley Authority. Due to disturbances caused 
by years of cultivation and erosion, no further work was recommended at the sites. They were determined 
ineligible for listing on the NRHP. 

In the event that there is a need to acquire federal permits before the project can commence, the AHC and 
SHPO may request that a Phase I survey be conducted due to the lack of surveys that have been conducted 
in proximity of or within the Study area.  
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6 Conclusion and Recommendations 

Cardno reviewed current and historic mapping, as well as local, state, and federal GIS data layers as part 
of a desktop investigation during its environmental assessment. No significant concerns were identified 
onsite that would affect construction of the proposed Project. 

Cardno conducted a threatened and endangered species review during desktop environmental 
assessments of the Project area. There are four mammal species, twenty-two freshwater mussel species, 
four fish, one amphibian, one crustacean, and seven plant species listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database and the TVA Natural Heritage 
Database as having the potential to occur within or be affected by the Project. Although Cardno scientists 
did not conduct ‘in water’ surveys for listed mussels or fish during field site visits, it was determined that 
habitat could exist for these species within the portions of Mulberry Creek and Stream S-D-8 that create 
the southeast boundary and traverses through the Project, respectively. Cardno recommends avoiding 
impacts to any parts of these waterbodies as a result of Project activities. Although the Alabama cavefish 
is listed by the IPaC database as having the potential to occur within the Project area, it is currently only 
known to exist within Key Cave in Lauderdale County, Alabama (USFWS 2017). Cardno scientists also 
investigated for bat habitat as defined in USFWS 2018 Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines 
(also applicable to Northern Long-eared Bat) during field site assessments. Potential roosting trees (trees 
with loose bark or hollows) were identified, and one potential vertical karst feature/rocky outcrop was 
documented within the Project area near Mulberry Creek. Significant potential roosting and/or foraging 
habitat may exist along the Mulberry Creek riparian corridor. Although the identified potential vertical karst 
feature could provide summer roosting habitat, it is unlikely that this feature provides a winter hibernaculum, 
due to its location within the high banks of Mulberry Creek, and the absence of observed guano stains at 
the time of field site visits. No bats were identified during the surveys. Additionally, Cardno scientists 
consulted with the Auburn University Museum of Natural History, Alabama Natural Heritage Program 
(ANHP) to determine if any listed bat or other threatened and endangered species habitat or occurrences 
have been documented in proximity to the Project. No instances of state or federally listed threatened and 
endangered species were found to be within one mile of the Muscle Shoals properties. Consultation with 
USFWS is recommended should identified potential bat habitat or riparian area habitat be impacted during 
active bat season (Mid-April through October). Migratory bird nesting surveys are recommended if 
construction will occur during the nesting season and if scrub/shrub and trees will be cleared as part of the 
Project. Formal consultation with USFWS would be required for the potential impacts to listed bat species.  

There are no regulations or permits that regulate isolated or federally non-jurisdictional streams for the state 
of Alabama.  In compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), this report contains a 
delineation of potential WOUS that may fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE.  Field delineations were 
conducted during four site visits to different portions of the Project area from June 2016 to January 2019, 
in which all potentially jurisdictional waters within the Project area were mapped and characterized. 

Cardno scientists identified 31 ephemeral drainages, 9 intermittent streams, 5 perennial streams (Mulberry 
Creek, a tributary to Mulberry Creek, Malone Creek, and a tributary to Malone Creek) and 33 wetlands, 
including 10 excavated ponded areas within the Project boundaries. All perennial and intermittent streams, 
as well as 14 ephemeral streams, 3 wetlands, and one ponded area may possess a hydrological connection 
to a TNW (Tennessee River). Therefore, it is Cardno’s opinion that these delineated features may likely be 
classified as jurisdictional under USACE guidance. Twenty of the identified ephemeral streams did not 
exhibit flow during field investigations. Twenty-one of the identified wetlands, as well as nine of excavated 
ponded areas appeared to be isolated in nature. It is Cardno’s opinion that these drainages/streams and 
wetlands lack adequate connectivity to a TNW, and would most likely be classified as non-jurisdictional 
under USACE guidance. 
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Because only the USACE may issue determinations on the jurisdictional status of the streams and wetlands 
identified within the Project, Cardno recommends avoiding these resources to the greatest extent 
practicable during initial design phases, until a jurisdictional determination has been issued by the Nashville 
District.  If any of the identified streams or wetlands are deemed jurisdictional by the USACE, the Project 
may proceed under a NWP 51 and/or 12. Nationwide 51 requires a pre-construction notification to the 
USACE and allows for construction, expansion or modification of land-based renewable energy production 
facilities, including attendant features. Utility lines transferring energy to a distribution system, regional grid, 
or other facility are generally considered to be separate single and complete linear projects. If the only 
activity requiring USACE authorization is the construction of a utility line, then a NWP 12 may be used. As 
stated in the text of the NWPs, the discharge of dredged or fill material into wetlands and non-tidal WOUS 
must not cause the loss of greater than ½-acre of wetlands and non-tidal WOUS, including the loss of no 
more than 300 linear feet of stream bed. Permanent impacts which exceed the ½-acre threshold for NWPs 
will require an Individual Permit.  

Cardno prepared an environmental permitting matrix that details the local, state, and federal environmental 
permits that may be required for the development of the Project based upon the information gathered 
through desktop and field investigations, as well as contact with appropriate agencies. 

Cardno’s cultural resource specialists reviewed information regarding known archeological and historic 
sites, as well as prior cultural resources studies, available through the Alabama Online Cultural Resources 
Database. Overall, the Study A, B, and D parcels in Colbert County, Alabama, have high potential to contain 
prehistoric and historic archaeological sites as well as historic structures.  Study A (E.R. Hall) contained the 
only archaeological site (1CT459) within the total Project area.  Site 1CT459 (Hall Sterling) is a prehistoric 
artifact scatter located in a cultivated field on the west band of Mulberry Creek. Study B and D parcels had 
no archaeological sites within the Project boundaries but had multiple prehistoric artifact sites located within 
one mile of the area. Since Cultural reviews to date have only been conducted for the Study A, B, and D 
portions of the Project area, Cardno recommends further review to adequately address the potential for 
Cultural resources to occur within the remaining Study C and E portion of the Project area. 

It is likely that the AHC, as well as the SHPO, and/or the USACE would request a cultural resources survey 
of the Muscle Shoals parcels under consideration by First Solar in Colbert County, Alabama, as part of the 
Section 404 permit process. Cultural resources surveys of any of these parcels would be expected to 
identify prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, and possibly historic structures.
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US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                        City/County:                                                          Sampling Date:  

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:                                

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                                      Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                     NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes       No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes                 No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No              

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No              

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No     

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No       Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No     

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - ER Hall Barton / Colbert County

First Solar, Inc AL DP-A-1
Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess T3S R13W

MLRA 128 34.749031 -87.912201 WGS 1984

Soil 1

X

X

X X
X

X
X

X X

6/01/2016



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                               

2.                                                                          

3.                                                                                    

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                        

2.                                                                                

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.                                                                            

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.                                                                                                     

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:              (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species       x 1 = 

FACW species       x 2 = 

FAC species       x 3 =      

FACU species       x 4 =    

UPL species       x 5 =    

Column Totals:     (A)      (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =            

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

DP-A-1        

Juglans nigra

Carpinus caroliniana

Catalpa speciosa 20

20

10

Yes

Yes

Yes

FACU

UPL

FAC

6

9

0.66

0

0
25 10

6 18

Ligustrum sinense

15

30

Yes

Yes

FAC

FAC

1 4
Liquidambar styraciflua

1 5

8 27

3.375

22.5 9

Poa autumnalis

15

25

Yes

Yes

FAC

FAC

Toxicodendron radicans

20 8

Toxicodendron radicans

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

15

20

Yes

Yes

FAC

NA

15 6
X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                         

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

Type:           

Depth (inches):    Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No     

Remarks: 

DP-A-1

6 10YR 4/4

Rock

6 X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                        City/County:                                                          Sampling Date:  

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:                                

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                                      Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:        NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No              

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No              

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No               

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - ER Hall Barton / Colbert County

First Solar, Inc AL DP-A-2  

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess T3S R13W

MLRA 128 34.749089 -87.915283 WGS 1984

X

X X
X

X

X

X X

6/02/2016



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                             

2.                                                                                

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                             

2.                                                                                       

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                            

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.                                                                          

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:              (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species       x 3 =    

FACU species       x 4 =      

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

Ligustrum sinense

Aesculus glabra 5

5

Yes

Yes

FACU

FAC

2

7

.285

5 2
2 6

eupatorium altissimum

20

15

Yes

Yes

FACU

NA

3 12
Aesculus glabra

17.5 7

20 Yes FACPoa autumnalis

10 4

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Hedera helix

30

10

Yes

Yes

NA

FACU

20 8

DP-A-2



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                                                     

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

Type:           

Depth (inches):    Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No         

Remarks: 

8 10YR 3/2 100% 10YR 4/3 40%

Rock

8 X

DP-A-2



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                        City/County:                                                          Sampling Date:  

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:                                

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                     Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:        NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

     Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No       Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - ER Hall Barton / Colbert County

First Solar, Inc AL DP-A-3
Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess T3S R13W

MLRA 128 34.74914 -87.910176 WGS 1984

X

✔

X
X

X

6/02/2016



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                        

2.                                                                      

3.                                                             

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                        

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                    

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                    

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:    (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

Liquidambar styraciflua

Catalpa speciosa

Acer negundo 20

15

15

FAC

FAC

FACU

15 FACAcer negundo

FACToxicodendron radicans

Toxicodendron radicans FAC

DP-A-3



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                           

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No         

Remarks: 

5 7.5YR 4/3 

DP-A-3



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                        City/County:                                                          Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:                                

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):                

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                                      Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:        NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)      Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - ER Hall Barton / Colbert County 6/02/2016

First Solar, Inc AL DP-A-4           
Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess T3S R13W

5%

MLRA 128 34.763112 -87.904373 WGS 1984

X

✔

X

X

X X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                                    

2.                                                                                

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.                                                                                                     

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:            (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

Celtis occidentalis

Quercus marilandica 50

30

80

Yes

Yes

NA

FACU

1

4

.25

40 16

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

30

20

50

Yes

Yes

FAC

NA

Toxicodendron radicans

25 10

DP-A-4  



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                       

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

     Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No         

Remarks: 

0-8 2.5YR 4/4 100

✔

X

DP-A-4  



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                        City/County:                                                          Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:                                

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):                

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                                      Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:        NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No              

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No              

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes                 No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No               

Remarks: 

 

 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)      Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - ER Hall Barton / Colbert County 6/02/16

First Solar, Inc AL DP-A-5          

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess T3S R13W

10%

MLRA 128 34.754441 -87.909053 WGS 1984

X

X

X

X X
X

Soil test-pit dug in wheat field, apparent saturation on aerial imagery and drainage patterns
observed in person. However, no hydrophytic vegetation or hydric soil. Red Clay.

✔

✔

X

X

X X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:    (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

DP-A-5  

100 Yes NATriticum spp. (cultivated wheat)



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                                                           

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No         

Remarks: 

DP-A-5  

0-10 2.5YR 3/4 100 2.5YR 4/2 20

X

Red clay with slight redox features.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                                                                             City/County:                                   Sampling Date:                  

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:     

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):                     Local relief (concave, convex, none):                    Slope (%):     

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                       Lat:                                      Long:                                    Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                                                         NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes       No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes      No     

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes                 No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes                 No

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes                 No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes                   No

Remarks: 

 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

     Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

     Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)      Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes       No     Depth (inches):     

Water Table Present?  Yes             No     Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No     Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes         No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - Carter Reid Colbert County 8/29/16
First Solar, Inc AL DP-B-1

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess

Terrace Concave 0
MLRA 128 34.7711014909 -87.91047818180 WGS 1984

Fullerton gravelly silt loam

X
X X

X

X X
X

Ponded area behind berm in soy field, tilled soils. Standing water, muck presence.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

X 6

X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                       

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:             (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

       1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

       2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

DP-B-1    

1

1

100

✔

60

60

Yes FACTripsacum dactyloides

30 12

X

Common grass found in swamps, ditches, hammocks, ect.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                                                                        

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)        Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes        No  

Remarks: 

DP-B-1 

0-12 5YR 4/4 100 5YR 2.5/1 5 clay

✔

X

Tilled soil, heavy red clay. Ponded water behind burm, 6". Last rain reportedly 2" 3 days ago
(farmer).



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                                                                             City/County:                                   Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:     

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):                             Local relief (concave, convex, none):                                       Slope (%):                

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                       Lat:                                      Long:                                    Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                                     NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No              

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No              

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No              

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No               

Remarks: 

 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No     

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - Carter Reid Colbert County 8/29/16

First Solar, Inc AL DP-B-2

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess

Hillslope Concave (below) 8

MLRA 128 34.77059939090 -87.91390271820 WGS 1984

Emory silt loam

X

X

X

X X
X

Upland forested buffer surrounding pond.

X

X

X X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                               

2.                                                                                

3.                                                                              

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:           (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

DP-B-2       

Celtis occidentalis

Carya tomentosa

Ulmus americana 20

40

15

75

Yes

Yes

Yes

FAC

FACU

UPL

2

4

50

37.5 15

20

20

Yes FACCampsis radicans

10 4

X

Upland forested buffer on north side of pond, probable historical man-made berm.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                     

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No     

Remarks: 

DP-B-2      

0-12 5YR 4/4 100

X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                                                                             City/County:                                   Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:     

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):              Local relief (concave, convex, none):                       Slope (%):                

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                       Lat:                                      Long:                                    Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                            NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes       No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes        No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes                 No

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes                 No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes                   No

Remarks: 

 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

     Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

     Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes       No     Depth (inches):     

Water Table Present?  Yes             No     Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No     Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes         No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - Carter Reid Colbert County 8/29//16

First Solar, Inc AL DP-B-3
Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess

Bowl Concave 0

MLRA 128 34.77038427270 -87.91440090000 WGS 1984

NA, "W"

X

X

X
X X
X

Ponded, highly vegetated area. Heavy red clays throughout.

✔

✔

✔

✔

X 8

X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                                     

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:    (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:   (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:  

       1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

DP-B-3    

✔

100

100

Yes FACWPersicaria pensylvanica

50 20

X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                                                                                                    

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)        Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No         

Remarks: 

DP-B-3 

0-12 5YR 4/4 100 5YR 3/2 10 C M Clay

✔

X

TF2. Red Parent Material. For testing in LRRs with red parent material. In parent material
with hue of 7.5YR or redder, a layer at least 10 cm (4 inches) thick with a matrix value and
chroma of 4 or less and 2 percent or more redox depletions and/or redox concentrations
occurring as soft masses and/or pore linings. The layer is entirely within 30 cm (12
inches) of the soil surface. The minimum thickness requirement is 5 cm (2 inches) if the layer
is the mineral surface layer.

This indicator also occurs on “Red River” flood plains, such as those along the
Chattahoochee, Congaree, Red, and Tennessee Rivers. The most noticeable redox features
in red materials are redox depletions and soft manganese masses that are black or dark
reddish black.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                                                                             City/County:                                   Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:  

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:     

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):   Local relief (concave, convex, none):            Slope (%):

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                                                  Lat:                                      Long:                                    Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                        NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes                 No

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes                 No

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes                 No

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes                   No

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)      Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No             

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - Carter Reid Colbert County 8/29/16

First Solar, Inc AL
 DP-B-4

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess

MLRA 128 34.76968319090 -87.91425270000 WGS 1984

NA, "W"

X

X

X

X X
X

✔

✔

X

X

X X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                          

2.                                                                            

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                       

2.                                                                               

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:             (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

       1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

       2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

 DP-B-4    

Celtis laevigata

Salix nigra 50

10

60

Yes

No

OBL

FACW

3

3

100

30 12

✔

Scirpus cyperinus

35

10

45

Yes

Yes

FAC

OBL

Tripsacum dactyloides

22.5 9

X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                                                                       

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)        Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes         No         

Remarks: 

 DP-B-4 

0-12 5YR 4/4 100 5YR 2.5/1 5 C M Clay

✔

X

TF2. Red Parent Material. For testing in LRRs with red parent material. In parent material
with hue of 7.5YR or redder, a layer at least 10 cm (4 inches) thick with a matrix value and
chroma of 4 or less and 2 percent or more redox depletions and/or redox concentrations
occurring as soft masses and/or pore linings. The layer is entirely within 30 cm (12
inches) of the soil surface. The minimum thickness requirement is 5 cm (2 inches) if the layer
is the mineral surface layer.

This indicator also occurs on “Red River” flood plains, such as those along the
Chattahoochee, Congaree, Red, and Tennessee Rivers. The most noticeable redox features
in red materials are redox depletions and soft manganese masses that are black or dark
reddish black.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region 

Project/Site:                                                                                             City/County:                                   Sampling Date:                             

Applicant/Owner:                               State:                    Sampling Point:

Investigator(s):                                                            Section, Township, Range:     

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):                             Local relief (concave, convex, none):                                       Slope (%):                

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):                       Lat:                                      Long:                         Datum:                     

Soil Map Unit Name:                            NWI classification:

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes          No               (If no, explain in Remarks.)  

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes               No            

Are Vegetation            , Soil             , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS –  Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? Yes    No              

Hydric Soil Present?  Yes    No              

Wetland Hydrology Present? Yes    No              

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland?                   Yes     No               

Remarks: 

 

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8) 

  High Water Table (A2)   Marl Deposits (B15) (LRR U)   Drainage Patterns (B10) 

  Saturation (A3)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Moss Trim Lines (B16) 

  Water Marks (B1)   Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Geomorphic Position (D2) 

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)    FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Sphagnum moss (D8) (LRR T, U) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Water Table Present?  Yes             No             Depth (inches):

Saturation Present?    Yes             No             Depth (inches):
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes                 No     

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

First Solar - Carter Reid Colbert County 8/29/16

First Solar, Inc AL  DP-B-5          

Sam Waltman, Jonathan Hess

Hillslope Concave (below) 5

MLRA 128 34.771751 -87.916823 WGS 1984

NA, "W"

X

X

X

X X
X

Upland forested area surrounding western side of pond.

X

X

X X



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

VEGETATION (Four Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:  

Absolute   Dominant  Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:  )          % Cover    Species?    Status   

1.                                                                               

2.                                                                                

3.                                                                              

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:                

Sapling/Shrub Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.                                                                                

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

               = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover:      

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size:  ) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

   = Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover:      

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:         (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:          (B) 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:           (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       

OBL species    x 1 = 

FACW species    x 2 = 

FAC species    x 3 = 

FACU species    x 4 = 

UPL species    x 5 = 

Column Totals:   (A) (B)

         Prevalence Index  = B/A =   

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01 

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Four Vegetation Strata: 

Tree – Woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. (7.6 cm) or 
more in diameter at breast height (DBH), regardless of 
height. 

Sapling/Shrub – Woody plants, excluding vines, less 
than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall. 

Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless 
of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall. 

Woody vine – All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in 
height.   

Hydrophytic  
Vegetation 
Present?                 Yes              No             

Remarks:  (If observed, list morphological adaptations below). 

 DP-B-5         

Celtis occidentalis

Carya tomentosa

Ulmus americana 25

35

15

75

Yes

Yes

Yes

FAC

FACU

UPL

2

4

50

37.5 15

20

20

Yes FACCampsis radicans

10 4

X

Upland forested buffer on north side of pond, probable historical man-made berm.



US Army Corps of Engineers Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region – Version 2.0 

SOIL Sampling Point:  

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

 Depth  Matrix Redox Features      
 (inches)          Color (moist)         %          Color (moist)         %         Type1       Loc2       Texture    Remarks

                                     

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.
Hydric Soil Indicators:  (Applicable to all LRRs, unless otherwise noted.) Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3: 

  Histosol (A1)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR S, T, U)   1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR O) 

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR S, T, U)   2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR S) 

  Black Histic (A3)   Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR O)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (outside MLRA 150A,B) 

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (LRR P, S, T) 

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) 

  Organic Bodies (A6) (LRR P, T, U)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)           (MLRA 153B) 

  5 cm Mucky Mineral (A7) (LRR P, T, U)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Red Parent Material (TF2) 

  Muck Presence (A8) (LRR U)   Redox Depressions (F8)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

  1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR P, T)   Marl (F10) (LRR U)   Other (Explain in Remarks) 

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Ochric (F11) (MLRA 151) 

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR O, P, T)          3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 

  Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (MLRA 150A)   Umbric Surface (F13) (LRR P, T, U)             wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR O, S)   Delta Ochric (F17) (MLRA 151)             unless disturbed or problematic. 

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Reduced Vertic (F18) (MLRA 150A, 150B)  

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149A) 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Anomalous Bright Loamy Soils (F20) (MLRA 149A, 153C, 153D) 

  Dark Surface (S7) (LRR P, S, T, U)

Restrictive Layer (if observed): 

     Type:             

     Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present?     Yes            No     

Remarks: 

 DP-B-5       

0-12 5YR 4/4 100

X



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                     Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes              

Yes              

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes                   No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes       No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes       No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-1

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
pond concave 0%

LRRN 34.769427 -87.931737 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded none

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Pit point is located within a PEM wetland.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

6"
1"

✔ 0-16" ✔

Pit point was located adjacent to a shallow pond which was surrounded by a a created levee/berm.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-1 

30' x 30'
Salix nigra 10%

10%

Y OBL 2

2

100%

5% 2%
30' x 30'

30' x 30' ✔

30' x 30'
80%

80%

Y OBLLemna minor

40 16
30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located adjacent to a pond surrounded by a levee.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-1

0-16" 10YR 5/2 100% 10YR 5/1 20% D M mucky

✔

✔

✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                  Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-2

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
shoulder convex 2%

LRRN 34.769408 -87.931949 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

✔
✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔

Pit point is located within an upland.

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were not present at pit point.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-2

30' x 30'

Quercus alba
Liquidambar styraciflua 30%

20%

50%

Y
N

FAC
FACW

1

2

50%

25% 10%
30' x 30' 20% 40

30% 90
50% 200

100% 330

3.3

30' x 30'

50%

50%

Y FACULigustrum sinense

25% 10%
30' x 30'

30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located on an upland shrub scrub/forested hill.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-2

0-16" 7.5YR 4/4 100% silty clay

✔

Hydric soil indicators were not present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                  Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-3

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
shoulder convex 2%

LRRN 34.769050 -87.931422 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PEM1Ch

✔
✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔

Pit point is located within an upland.

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were not present at pit point.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-3

30' x 30'

Liquidambar styraciflua
Celtis laevigata

Quercus phellos 40%
20%
20%

80%

Y
N
N

FAC
FAC
FACW

1

2

50%

40% 16%
30' x 30' 20% 40

60% 180
25% 100

105% 320

3.04

30' x 30'

25%

25%

Y FACULigustrum sinense

12.5% 5%
30' x 30'

30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located in an forested depression.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-3

0-16" 7.5YR 3/4 100% silty clay

✔

Hydric soil indicators were not present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                     Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes              

Yes

Yes              

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-4

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
depression concave 0%

LRRN 34.769540 -87.930868 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

✔

✔
✔ ✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Pit point is located within a PSS wetland.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔ ✔



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size: ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:   20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size: ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:   20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-4

30' x 30'
1

1

100%

30' x 30'
40%

40%

Y OBLSalix nigra

20% 8%
30' x 30' ✔

30' x 30'

30' x 30'

✔

Vegetation (Salix nigra) was recently chopped/disturbed and covered the ground. Area may undergo regular clearing.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-4

0-16" 7.5YR 4/3 90% 7.5YR 5/8 10% C PL silty clay

✔

✔

✔

Hydric soil indicators were present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                  Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-5

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
shoulder convex 2%

LRRN 34.769538 -87.931017 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

✔
✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔

Pit point is located within an upland.

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were not present at pit point. Pit point was located on a man-made levee/berm.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-5 

30' x 30'
Celtis laevigata 10%

10%

Y FACW 1

3

33.33%

5% 2%
30' x 30' 10% 20

80% 320

90% 340

3.77

30' x 30'

60%

60%

Y FACULigustrum sinense

30% 12%
30' x 30'

20%

20%

Y FACURubus trivialis

10% 4%
30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located on a berm/levee.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-5

0-16" 7.5YR 3/4 100% silty clay

✔

Hydric soil indicators were not present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                     Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes              

Yes

Yes              

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-6

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
depression concave 0%

LRRN 34.771354 -87.917780 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1F

✔
✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Pit point is located within a PFO wetland.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were present at pit point.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-6

30' x 30'

Salix nigra
Platanus occidentalis

Acer negundo 50%
20%
20%

90%

Y
N
N

FAC
OBL
FACW

2

2

100%

45% 18%
30' x 30'

30' x 30' ✔

30' x 30'
40%

40%

Y OBLPolygonum pennsylvania

20% 8%
30' x 30'

✔

A dominance of hydrophytic vegetation was present at pit point.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-6

0-16"
silty clay

5YR 4/4 78% 5YR 6/3
5YR 5/8

20%
2%

D
C

M
PL

silty clay

✔

✔

✔

Hydric soil indicators were present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):                  Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Muscle Shoals/Colbert 11/16/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-7

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
shoulder convex 2%

LRRN 34.771253 -87.918106 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1F

✔
✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔

Pit point is located within an upland.

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were not present at pit point.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-7 

30' x 30'

Acer negundo
Platanus occidentalis 30%

20%

50%

Y
N

FAC
FACW

1

3

33.33%

25% 10%
30' x 30' 20% 40

30% 90
90% 360

140% 490

3.5

30' x 30'

70%

70%

Y FACULigustrum sinense

35% 14%
30' x 30'

20%

20%

Y FACURubus trivialis

10% 4%
30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located within an upland forest.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-7

0-16" 5YR 3/4 100% silty clay

✔

Hydric soil indicators were not present at pit point.



WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM – Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 

  City/County:    Sampling Date:Project/Site:

Applicant/Owner:  State: Sampling Point: 

Investigator(s):   Section, Township, Range:  

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Local relief (concave, convex, none):              Slope (%):  

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): Lat: Long:   Datum:  

Soil Map Unit Name: NWI classification: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?  Yes        No (If no, explain in Remarks.) 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   significantly disturbed?            Are “Normal Circumstances” present?   Yes    No

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology   naturally problematic?             (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS – Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? 

Hydric Soil Present?  

Wetland Hydrology Present? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No  

Is the Sampled Area 
within a Wetland?                 Yes     No 

Remarks:  

HYDROLOGY 

Wetland Hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required) 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

  Surface Water (A1)   True Aquatic Plants (B14)   Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

  High Water Table (A2)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  Saturation (A3)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)  Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Water Marks (B1)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Other (Explain in Remarks)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Aquatic Fauna (B13)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Water Table Present?  Yes           No   Depth (inches):  

Saturation Present?    Yes           No   Depth (inches):  
(includes capillary fringe) 

Wetland Hydrology Present?    Yes     No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks:  

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals Barton/Colbert 11/17/17
First Solar, Inc. AL DP-C-8

Kristen Ramsey; Justin Stelly N/A
flat none 0%

LRRN 34.761428 -87.919313 WGS1984
EmA—Emory silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded none

✔
✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔

Pit point is not located within a wetland.

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Wetland hydrology indicators were not present at pit point.



VEGETATION (Five Strata) – Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point:

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
Tree Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) % Cover Species?  Status 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species   
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A) 

Total Number of Dominant   
Species Across All Strata:  (B)

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:  (A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet:

       Total % Cover of:            Multiply by:       
50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

OBL species x 1 = 
Sapling Stratum (Plot size: )

FACW species x 2 = 
1.

FAC species x 3 = 
2.

FACU species x 4 = 
3.

UPL species x 5 = 
4.

5.
Column Totals: (A) (B)

6.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Shrub Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

= Total Cover 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

  1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation  

  2 - Dominance Test is >50% 

  3 - Prevalence Index is 3.01

  4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
            data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

  Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Definitions of Five Vegetation Strata: 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 
Tree – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

Herb Stratum  (Plot size:                  ) approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. 

1. (7.6 cm) or larger in diameter at breast height (DBH). 

2. Sapling – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 
3. approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 

4.
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH. 

5. Shrub – Woody plants, excluding woody vines, 

6. approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.  

7. Herb – All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, including 

8. herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
plants, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 

9.

10.
ft (1 m) in height. 

11.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover:                  20% of total cover: 

Woody Vine Stratum  (Plot size: )

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

= Total Cover 

50% of total cover: 20% of total cover: 

Woody vine – All woody vines, regardless of height.  

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present?  Yes No

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.) 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-8 

30' x 30'
0

1

0%

30' x 30'

10% 30
90% 360

100% 390

3.9

30' x 30'

30' x 30'

Setaria pumlia
Sorghastrum nutans
Allium canadense

80%
10%
5%
5%

100%

Y
N
N
N

FACU
FAC
FACU
FACU

Cynodon dactylon

50% 20%
30' x 30'

✔

Pit point located within a grassy clearing between two pine stands.



SOIL  Sampling Point: 

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

 Depth Matrix Redox Features
 (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) % Type1  Loc2    Texture    Remarks 

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains.            2Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:

 Histosol (A1)   Dark Surface (S7)   2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

  Histic Epipedon (A2)   Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147, 148)   Coast Prairie Redox (A16)

  Black Histic (A3)   Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148) (MLRA 147, 148)

  Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)   Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19)

  Stratified Layers (A5)   Depleted Matrix (F3) (MLRA 136, 147)

  2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)   Redox Dark Surface (F6)   Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

  Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)   Depleted Dark Surface (F7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

  Thick Dark Surface (A12)   Redox Depressions (F8) 

  Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) (LRR N,   Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 

MLRA 147, 148) MLRA 136)

  Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)   Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122) 3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and

  Sandy Redox (S5)   Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)      wetland hydrology must be present, 

  Stripped Matrix (S6)   Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)      unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

     Type: 

     Depth (inches):  Hydric Soil Present? Yes No

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers       Eastern Mountains and Piedmont – Version 2.0 

DP-C-8

0-16" 5YR 4/4 100% silt loam

✔

Hydric soil indicators were not present at pit point.



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-1
11-Jul-18

3.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.970221 34.783886
Barfield-Rock outcrop complex, 2 to 35 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

1.7

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

drift deposits from stormwater runoff.



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

80

0

0

0

0

30

15

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

15 45
110 440

80

0 0

100.0% FACU 

125 485

0.0%

3.880

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

66.7% FACU 

33.3% FAC 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

45

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-1

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Toxicodendron radicans

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-1
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16

0-16

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/6

4/4

30

70 Loam

Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-2
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A   N/A

-87.969067 34.784176
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

  N/A

none

Open area in the forest with thick stands of upland veg.

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

90

0

0

0

0

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
10 40

90

90 450

100.0% UPL  

100 490

0.0%

4.900

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-2

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus occidentalis

(Plot size:

Solidago altissima

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-2
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-3
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.969992 34.785788
Chisca loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



40

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

457.1% FACW 

42.9% FACU 

60.0%

0.0%

66.7%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

40 80

0.0%

55 165
50 200

0

0 0

0.0%

145 445

0.0%

3.069

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

60

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

33.3% FACU 

0

15

0

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0.0%

0.0%

15

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-3

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

20 33.3% FAC 

20
0

33.3% FAC 
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

Ligustrum sinense

Acer negundo

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Campsis radicans

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-3
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-4
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.970757 34.787810
Tupelo-Colbert complex, 0 to 4 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

50

40

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

55.6% FACW 

44.4% FACW 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-4

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Persicaria pensylvanica

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-4
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 90 7.5YR 5/8 10 C M Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-5
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.970904 34.787844
Tupelo-Colbert complex, 0 to 4 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

20

20

20
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

40 120
0 0

0

20 100

0.0%

60 220

0.0%

3.667

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

33.3% UPL  

33.3% FAC 

33.3% FAC 
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-5

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Rumex crispus

Ambrosia trifida

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-5
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-6
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Swale

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.965276 34.784149
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

20

20
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
60 240

0

20 100

0.0%

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

60.0% FACU 

20.0% FAC 

20.0% UPL  
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-6

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Sorghum halepense

Ambrosia trifida

Daucus carota

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-6
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-7
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Swale

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.964290 34.784094
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

30

15

15
15

10

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

40.0%

0.0%

25.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

15 45
55 220

0

15 75

0.0%

85 340

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

35.3% FACU 

17.6% FACU 

17.6% FAC 
17.6% UPL  

11.8% FACU 

85

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-7

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Sorghum halepense

Solidago altissima

Ambrosia trifida
Daucus carota

Oxalis stricta

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-7
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 2.5YR 4/6 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-8

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.968133 34.789613
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

40

20

20
0

0

0

0

Yes No

30.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

80 160

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

80 160

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

50.0% FACW 

25.0% FACW 

25.0% FACW 
0.0%

0.0%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-8

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Panicum repens

Persicaria pensylvanica

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-8
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 80 7.5YR 5/8 20 C PL Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-9

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.968150 34.789719
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded.

WGS 1984

 N/A

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

40

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
0 0

0

40 200

0.0%

60 260

0.0%

4.333

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

66.7% UPL  

33.3% FAC 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-9

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Rumex crispus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-9
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-9.1
11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.96517534.789437
Emory silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes, frequently flooded. PFO1A

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

80

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 30
95 380

80

0 0

100.0% FACU 

105 410

0.0%

3.905

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

25

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

15

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

60.0% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-9.1

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

10 40.0% FAC 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-9.1
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-10

11-Jul-18

5.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971304 34.789052
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

2.9

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



10

10

10

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

133.3% FACU 

33.3% FACW 

633.3% FACU 

0.0%

16.7%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

0 0
100 400

60

0 0

100.0% FACU 

110 420

0.0%

3.818

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

10

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0

10

0

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-10

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Ulmus alata

Celtis laevigata

Morus rubra

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-10
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-11

11-Jul-18

5.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971190 34.789766
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

2.9

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
95 380

95

0 0

100.0% FACU 

95 380

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-11

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-11
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-12

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.969758 34.790651
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACW 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-12

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Panicum repens

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-12
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 80 7.5YR 5/8 20 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-13

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.969662 34.790672
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

100 500

0.0%

100 500

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-13

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-13
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-14

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.970632 34.790336
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

40

20

20
0

0

0

0

Yes No

30.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

80 160

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

80 160

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

50.0% FACW 

25.0% FACW 

25.0% FACW 
0.0%

0.0%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-14

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Persicaria pensylvanica

Panicum repens

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-14
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 90 7.5YR 5/8 10 C M Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-15

11-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.970531 34.790077
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

50

30

10
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

50 150
30 120

0

10 50

0.0%

90 320

0.0%

3.556

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

55.6% FAC 

33.3% FACU 

11.1% UPL  
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-15

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ambrosia trifida

Solidago altissima

Glycine max

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-15
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-16

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.969288 34.792583
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

85

0

0

0

0

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 90
85 340

85

0 0

100.0% FACU 

115 430

0.0%

3.739

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-16

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

Campsis radicans

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-16
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-17

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971287 34.791108
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



10

85

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

110.5% FACW 

89.5% FACU 

40.0%

0.0%

25.0%

95

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

10 30
125 500

0

0 0

0.0%

145 550

0.0%

3.793

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

66.7% FACU 

0

20

0

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%

20

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-17

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

10 33.3% FAC 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Ulmus americana

Ligustrum sinense

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-17
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-18

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971541 34.790974
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

30

20

15
0

0

0

0

Yes No

30.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

65 130

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

65 130

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

46.2% FACW 

30.8% FACW 

23.1% FACW 
0.0%

0.0%

65

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-18

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Panicum repens

Persicaria pensylvanica

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-18
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 90 7.5YR 5/8 10 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-19

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971536 34.791030
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

75

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

75 225
20 80

0

0 0

0.0%

95 305

0.0%

3.211

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

78.9% FAC 

21.1% FACU 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

95

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-19

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ambrosia trifida

Solidago altissima

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-19
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-20

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.971179 34.791543
Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
95 380

95

0 0

100.0% FACU 

95 380

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-20

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-20
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-21

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.969178 34.793456
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Two Celtis trees in the center of the open wetland………PEM?

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

85

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 60

0.0%

85 255
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

115 315

0.0%

2.739

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

85

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-21

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Campsis radicans

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-21
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

iron-manganese masses.

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 85 7.5YR 2.5/1 15 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-22

12-Jul-18

3.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.967666 34.793396
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

1.7

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

80

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

80

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-22

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-22
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-23

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.966132 34.793330
Emory silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes, frequently flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

80

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

88.9% FACW 

11.1% FACW 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-23

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Persicaria pensylvanica

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-23
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 90 7.5YR 5/8 10 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-24

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.965713 34.793471
Emory silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes, frequently flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 30
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

10 30

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-24

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Campsis radicans

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-24
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 85 7.5YR 5/8 15 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-25

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.965801 34.793351
Emory silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes, frequently flooded. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
95 380

95

0 0

100.0% FACU 

95 380

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-25

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-25
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-26

12-Jul-18

3.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.967135 34.792365
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

1.7

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

On a slope where stormwater runoff flows during rain events.



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

100

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-26

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-26
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-27

12-Jul-18

3.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.952654 34.786319
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

1.7

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

40

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

166.7% UPL  

33.3% FACU 

40.0%

0.0%

25.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 30
50 200

40

20 100

100.0% FACU 

80 330

0.0%

4.125

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

10

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-27

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus echinata

Juniperus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Campsis radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-27
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-28

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.94445534.786558
Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0-2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



60

10

10

0
0

0

0

0

0

35

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

175.0% UPL  

12.5% FAC 

312.5% FACW 

0.0%

33.3%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

70 210
35 140

35

60 300

100.0% FACU 

175 670

0.0%

3.829

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

60

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-28

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Carya tomentosa

Acer negundo

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Lonicera japonica

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-28
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-29

12-Jul-18

17.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.945555 34.787089
Fullerton-Bodine complex, 15 to 45 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

recently cleared trees and shrubs.

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

9.6

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

20

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 210
0 0

0

20 100

0.0%

90 310

0.0%

3.444

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

66.7% UPL  

33.3% FAC 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

60

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-29

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus occidentalis

Ambrosia trifida

(Plot size:

Lonicera japonica

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-29
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-30

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.947733 34.786900
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



40

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

40.0%

0.0%

50.0%

40

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

40 80

0.0%

30 90
60 240

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

130 410

0.0%

3.154

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

60

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

50.0% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-30

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

30 50.0% FAC 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Ulmus americana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-30
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-31

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.949692 34.787151
Emory silt loam, 0-2 percent slopes, frequently flooded. PEM1C

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

80

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

80.0% FACW 

20.0% FACW 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-31

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Eleocharis bifida

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-31
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 85 7.5YR 6/8 15 C M Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-32

12-Jul-18

6.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.949483 34.786915
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

3.4

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

0

0 0

0.0%

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-32

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-32
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-33

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Depression

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.945313 34.792999
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

80

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 200

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

80.0% FACW 

20.0% FACW 

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-33

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Eleocharis bifida

Cyperus esculentus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-33
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 90 7.5YR 5/8 10 C PL Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-34

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.945220 34.793007
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

250.0% FACU 

50.0% FACW 

40.0%

0.0%

50.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 60

0.0%

15 45
50 200

20

0 0

100.0% FACU 

95 305

0.0%

3.211

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

15

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

15

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-34

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0% FAC 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus alba

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-34
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-35

12-Jul-18

2.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.965052 34.776917
Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

1.1

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
120 480

100

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 480

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-35

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-35
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-36

12-Jul-18

10.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

hillslope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.964964 34.775280
Chisca-Nella-Nectar complex, 10 to 45 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

5.7

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

20

30

0
0

0

0

0

0

15

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

237.5% FAC 

25.0% UPL  

537.5% FACU 

0.0%

40.0%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

40 120
45 180

15

20 100

100.0% FACU 

105 400

0.0%

3.810

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

10

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-36

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

Carya tomentosa

Juniperus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Toxicodendron radicans

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-36
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-37

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.965426 34.777411
Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0-2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
115 460

95

0 0

100.0% FACU 

115 460

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-37

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-37
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-D-38

12-Jul-18

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Corbin Hoffmann

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.967494 34.780009
Capshaw silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. UPL

WGS 1984

 N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0 US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

250.0% FAC 

50.0% FACW 

50.0%

0.0%

40.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 60

0.0%

30 90
40 160

0

0 0

0.0%

100 310

0.0%

3.100

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

20

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

66.7% FACU 

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

Sampling Point: DP-D-38

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

10 33.3%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Solidago altissima

(Plot size:

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Soil Sampling Point: DP-D-38
Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)  Color (moist) Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-001
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9030834.749672
DaB—Decatur silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



50

30

10

5
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

152.6% FACU 

31.6% FAC  

210.5% UPL  

5.3% FAC  

50.0%

95

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

35 105
50 200

0

10 50

0.0%

95 355

0.0%

3.737

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-001Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Juniperus virginiana

Pinus taeda

Quercus marilandica

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-001Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-002
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9023837727034.75130605450
FbF- Fullerton-Bodine complex, 15 to 45 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0
0

0

0

0

0

80

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
110 440

90

10 50

88.9% FACU 

120 490

0.0%

4.083

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

10

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0

20

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%

20

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0

11.1% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-002Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Lonicera sempervirens

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Lonicera periclymenum

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-002Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-003
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

slope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9023837727034.75130605450
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



50

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

5

75

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

50

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

80 240
20 80

20

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 320

0.0%

3.200

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

6.3% FAC  

93.8% FAC  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-003Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

Setaria pumila ssp. pumila

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-003Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5R 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-004
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9070660273034.74717490000
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



60

20

5

0
0

0

0

0

0

15

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

170.6% FAC  

23.5% FACU 

35.9% FACW 

0.0%

33.3%

85

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

5 10

0.0%

60 180
35 140

15

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 330

0.0%

3.300

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-004Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

Juniperus virginiana

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-004Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-005
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9064818545034.74768930910
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



80

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

188.9% FACW 

11.1% FACU 

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

80 160

0.0%

0 0
10 40

0

0 0

0.0%

90 200

0.0%

2.222

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-005Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Ulmus americana

Cornus florida

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-005Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-006
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9021675545034.74540058180
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

60 300

0.0%

60 300

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-006Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-006Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-007
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9021675545034.74540058180
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACU 

0.0%

40.0%

0.0%

25.0%

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

15 45
105 420

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 465

0.0%

3.875

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

15

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

50.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-007Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

15 50.0% FACU 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Lonicera sempervirens

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-007Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-008
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9021322455034.7473239008
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACU 

0.0%

40.0%

0.0%

25.0%

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

15 45
100 400

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

115 445

0.0%

3.870

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

25

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

15

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

60.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-008Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

10 40.0% FACU 

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Lonicera sempervirens

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-008Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-009
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9013703083034.74358854300
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

60 300

0.0%

60 300

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-009Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-009Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-010
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9102432560034.74397391740
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

95 285
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

95 285

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

95

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-010Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-010Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-011
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9098863345034.74681656570
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

95

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

95 285
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

95 285

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

95

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-011Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-011Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-012
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9137881455034.74869793640
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-012Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-012Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-013
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9155932182034.74871150000
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-013Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-013Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-014
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9166399302034.74561695440
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-014Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-014Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-015
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9220040175034.74715954490
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-015Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-015Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-016
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9246937505034.74738346930
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-016Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-016Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-017
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9218212128034.75034384650
ChD - Chisca loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-017Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-017Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5R 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-018
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9236732000034.74628335450
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

3

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

20

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20 20

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
10 40

10

0 0

100.0% FACU 

50 120

0.0%

2.400

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

50.0% FAC  

50.0% OBL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

40

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-018Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

Rumex crispus

Cyperus acuminatus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-018Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/1 85 7.5YR 4/8 15 C M Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-019
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9235870455034.74618989090
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-019Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-019Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-020
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9221205164034.74599968510
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-020Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-020Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-021
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9311130187034.74803124630
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes PUBHh

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-021Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-021Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-022
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9282310012034.74724818200
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-022Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-022Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-023
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9328852980034.74814083650
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

100 300
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 300

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-023Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-023Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-024
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9295564134034.75045998690
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

65

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

65 325

0.0%

65 325

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

65

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-024Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-024Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-025
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9321991124034.75309167730
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

65

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

65 325

0.0%

65 325

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

65

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-025Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-025Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-026
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9327045156034.75500789560
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

0

0 0

0.0%

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-026Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-026Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-027
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9352301455034.75528470910
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 40

0.0%

5 15
70 280

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

95 335

0.0%

3.526

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-027Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-027Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-028
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9349884273034.75693850910
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



25

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

25

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

25 50

0.0%

5 15
70 280

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 345

0.0%

3.450

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-028Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-028Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-029
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9321876099034.75832610660
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

0

0 0

0.0%

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-029Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-029Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-030
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9339699364034.75722792730
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



25

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

25

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

25 50

0.0%

5 15
70 280

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 345

0.0%

3.450

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-030Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-030Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-031
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9296368193034.75931199990
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
100 400

0

0 0

0.0%

100 400

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-031Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-031Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-032
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9293138455034.75674860000
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



25

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

25

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

25 50

0.0%

5 15
70 280

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 345

0.0%

3.450

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-032Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-032Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/4

3/3

100

100 Loam

Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-033
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9321279419034.75709880020
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



25

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

25

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

25 50

0.0%

5 15
70 280

70

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 345

0.0%

3.450

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-033Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-033Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/4

3/3

100

100 Loam

Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-034
27-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9240112455034.74985205450
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



70

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FAC  

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 210
30 120

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 330

0.0%

3.300

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-034Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-034Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-035
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9247658364034.75148086360
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



70

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FAC  

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 210
30 120

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 330

0.0%

3.300

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-035Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-035Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-036
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9257386850034.74946111180
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



70

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FAC  

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 210
30 120

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

100 330

0.0%

3.300

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-036Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-036Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-037
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

slope

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9343975727034.75829732730
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



70

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

15

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 140

0.0%

0 0
40 160

40

0 0

37.5% FACU 

110 300

0.0%

2.727

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

25

0

62.5% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-037Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus laurifolia

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

Lonicera sempervirens

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-037Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loamy Clay

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-038
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9336289545034.75857964550
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
30 120

30

0 0

33.3% FACU 

30 120

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0

66.7% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-038Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Lonicera sempervirens

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-038Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-039
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9338649000034.76011249090
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



50

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FAC  

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

50

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

50 150
60 240

60

0 0

100.0% FACU 

110 390

0.0%

3.545

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-039Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-039Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

2-16

0-2

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/3

3/2

100

100 Clay Loam

Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-040
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9340610909034.76009568180
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

6Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

466.7% OBL  

33.3% FACW 

40.0%

0.0%

100.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90 90

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

0 0
0 0

60

0 0

100.0% OBL  

100 110

0.0%

1.100

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% OBL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-040Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Salix nigra

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Cephalanthus occidentalis

(Plot size:

Lemna minor

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-040Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

10YR

10YR

5/2

3/2

85

95 5YR

5YR

4/6

4/6 15

5 Clay Loam

Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-041
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9344585091034.76082407270
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



60

20

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

375.0% FAC  

25.0% FAC  

30.0%

0.0%

100.0%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

10 10

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

80 240
0 0

10

0 0

100.0% OBL  

90 250

0.0%

2.778

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-041Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus phellos

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Cephalanthus occidentalis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-041Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 10YR 5/2 90 5YR 4/6 10 C PL Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-042
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9341743727034.76082699090
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



70

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

287.5% FAC  

12.5% FACW 

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

80 240
70 280

70

0 0

85.7% FACU 

160 540

0.0%

3.375

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

10

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0

14.3% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-042Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

Quercus laurifolia

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Lonicera sempervirens

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-042Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 10YR 4/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-043
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9343627909034.76260736360
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



80

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FAC  

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

110 330
10 40

10

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 370

0.0%

3.083

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-043Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-043Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-044
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9341699842034.76346021440
CeA - Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



80

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FAC  

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

110 330
10 40

10

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 370

0.0%

3.083

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-044Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-044Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-045
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9323508997034.76286596370
CeA - Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PEM1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



80

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FAC  

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

66.7%

80

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

110 330
10 40

10

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 370

0.0%

3.083

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

30

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

30

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-045Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-045Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-046
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9332263091034.76535673640
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



80

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

188.9% FAC  

11.1% FACW 

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 20

0.0%

80 240
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 260

0.0%

2.889

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-046Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-046Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/3 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-047
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9340318405034.76419733440
CeA - Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PEM1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



50

40

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

255.6% FACW 

44.4% FACW 

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 180

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-047Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Ulmus americana

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-047Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 90 5YR 4/6 10 C M Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-048
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9335074814034.76511761620
CeA - Chenneby silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded PFO1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



15

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

2100.0% FAC  

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

15

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

15 15

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

85 255
0 0

85

0 0

82.4% FAC  

100 270

0.0%

2.700

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

15

0

17.6% OBL  

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-048Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Liquidambar styraciflua

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Xanthium strumarium

Cephalanthus occidentalis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-048Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 10YR 4/2 85 5YR 4/6 15 C M Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-049
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9301978894034.76702158200
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

100 500

0.0%

100 500

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90.0% UPL  

10.0% UPL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-049Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Lamium amplexicaule

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-049Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-050
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9275223285034.76554106620
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

100 500

0.0%

100 500

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90.0% UPL  

10.0% UPL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-050Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Lamium amplexicaule

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-050Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-051
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9236687538034.76661184320
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

100 500

0.0%

100 500

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90.0% UPL  

10.0% UPL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-051Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Lamium amplexicaule

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-051Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-17 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-052
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9199175930034.76542437530
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

10

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

100 500

0.0%

100 500

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90.0% UPL  

10.0% UPL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-052Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Glycine max

Lamium amplexicaule

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-052Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-053
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9159697182034.76242229090
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



75

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACW 

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

75

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-053Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-053Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-054
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9154535470034.76095566210
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



75

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACW 

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

75

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-054Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-054Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-055
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9137107273034.76004338180
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

20

30

20
0

0

0

0

0

15

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

322.2% FACU 

22.2% FACW 

533.3% OBL  

22.2% FACW 

60.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

30 30

0.0%

40 80

0.0%

0 0
35 140

15

0 0

100.0% FACU 

105 250

0.0%

2.381

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-055Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Juniperus virginiana

Quercus bicolor

Quercus texana

Quercus laurifolia

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Lonicera sempervirens

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-055Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-056
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9127591818034.76004338180
W - water PEM1C

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% OBL  

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

20

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20 20

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

20 20

0.0%

1.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-056Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Salix nigra

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-056Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-057
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9113342091034.76213060000
W - water None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



75

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACW 

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

75

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

75 150

0.0%

2.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-057Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-057Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 4/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-058
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9338829000034.77735931380
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

70

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
70 280

0

0 0

0.0%

70 280

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-058Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-058Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-059
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9277255717034.77704516260
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-059Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-059Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-060
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9220204301034.77589402590
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-060Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-060Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-061
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9190448871034.77695382860
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-061Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-061Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-062
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9047752991034.77208796180
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-062Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-062Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-063
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9014070650034.77255110800
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



25

20

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

40

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

155.6% FACU 

44.4% FACW 

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

45

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 40

0.0%

0 0
65 260

40

0 0

100.0% FACU 

85 300

0.0%

3.529

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-063Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Juniperus virginiana

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-063Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-064
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9042715091034.77376580910
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-064Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-064Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-065
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9056791090034.77349359640
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-065Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-065Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-066
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9047840455034.76724298180
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

20

10

0
0

0

0

0

0

15

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

240.0% FACU 

40.0% FACW 

420.0% FAC  

0.0%

50.0%

50

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 40

0.0%

10 30
35 140

15

0 0

100.0% FACU 

65 210

0.0%

3.231

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-066Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Juniperus virginiana

Celtis laevigata

Quercus nigra

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-066Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/6

3/3

100

100 Clay Loam

Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-067
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9035118727034.76672597270
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

20

10

10
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

242.9% FACW 

28.6% FAC  

214.3% FAC  

14.3% FACU 

100.0%

70

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 60

0.0%

30 90
10 40

0

0 0

0.0%

70 190

0.0%

2.714

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-067Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Celtis laevigata

Quercus nigra

Pinus taeda

Ulmus alata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-067Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 2.5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-068
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9059425636034.76679647270
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

70

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

70 210
0 0

0

20 100

0.0%

90 310

0.0%

3.444

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

77.8% FAC  

22.2% UPL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-068Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Stenotaphrum secundatum

Lamium amplexicaule

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-068Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-069
28-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9047017818034.76617450910
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



20

10

10

0
0

0

0

0

0

40

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

350.0% FACW 

25.0% FACW 

425.0% FACW 

0.0%

75.0%

40

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

40 80

0.0%

0 0
40 160

40

0 0

100.0% FACU 

80 240

0.0%

3.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-069Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus palustris

Ulmus americana

Celtis laevigata

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-069Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-070
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9074777545034.76559506360
FaD - Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



50

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

1100.0% FACW 

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

50

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

50 100

0.0%

0 0
70 280

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

120 380

0.0%

3.167

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

40

0

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%

40

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-070Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Quercus palustris

Lonicera sempervirens

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Ligustrum sinense

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-070Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-071
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

other

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9348356014034.78053656330
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



5

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

0100.0% FACU 

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

5

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
5 20

0

60 300

0.0%

65 320

0.0%

4.923

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-071Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Juniperus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-071Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-072
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9353481909034.78064085450
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

60 300

0.0%

60 300

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-072Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-072Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-073
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9359303364034.78299642730
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

30

0 0

100.0% FACU 

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-073Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Lonicera japonica

(Plot size:

Paspalum notatum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-073Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-074
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9352440155034.78457691230
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



30

20

10

0
0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

350.0% FACW 

33.3% FACW 

416.7% FACU 

0.0%

75.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

50 100

0.0%

20 60
20 80

30

0 0

66.7% FAC  

90 240

0.0%

2.667

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0

33.3% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-074Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Platanus occidentalis

Celtis laevigata

Juniperus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-074Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-075
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9354524364034.78456163640
PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)
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0
0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

350.0% FACW 

33.3% FACW 

416.7% FACU 

0.0%

75.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

50 100

0.0%

20 60
20 80

30

0 0

66.7% FAC  

90 240

0.0%

2.667

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0

33.3% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-075Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Platanus occidentalis

Celtis laevigata

Juniperus virginiana

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Smilax rotundifolia

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-075Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-076
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9351630909034.79056123640
EmA - Emory silt Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, ponded None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-076Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-076Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-E-077
29-Nov-18

0.0

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

% /

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly; Frank Lewis

Plain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

N/A N/A

-87.9380607904034.79321521980
DaB- Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes None

WGS 1984

N/A

none

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
60 240

0

0 0

0.0%

60 240

0.0%

4.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-E-077Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Gossypium hirsutum

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-E-077Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 3/3 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-1
14-Jan-19

2.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.86132934.746349
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

1.1

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

10

0

0

0

0

60

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

40.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
60 240

15

5 25

66.7% FAC  

85 325

0.0%

3.824

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

60

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

10

0

0

0

0.0%

100.0% FAC  

0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

5

0

33.3% UPL  

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-1Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

Pinus taeda

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Pinus taeda

Yucca filamentosa

(Plot size:

Arundo donax

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-1Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

2.5YR

5YR

3/4

4/3

100

100 Loam

Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-2
14-Jan-19

2.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.858614 34.742909
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

1.1

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

20

0

0

0

0

10

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

30.0%

0.0%

33.3%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
20 80

40

10 50

50.0% FAC  

50 190

0.0%

3.800

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

10

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0

50.0% FACU 

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-2Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Pinus taeda

Rubus trivialis

(Plot size:

Stellaria media

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-2Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 2.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-3
14-Jan-19

5.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.855881 34.742197
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 6 to 15 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

2.9

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

30

0

0

0

0

30

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

30 90
30 120

30

0 0

100.0% FAC  

60 210

0.0%

3.500

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% FACU 

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

30

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-3Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Pinus taeda

(Plot size:

Arundo donax

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-3Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 2.5YR 3/4 100 Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-4
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Floodplain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.862519 34.747936
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

85

15

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

15 15

0.0%

85 170

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

100 185

0.0%

1.850

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

85.0% FACW 

15.0% OBL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

100

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-4Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Juncus effusus

Cyperus acuminatus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-4Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

2-16

0-2

10YR

10YR

4/2

3/2

80

80 5YR

5YR

4/6

4/6 20

20 C

C PL

PL Silty Clay

Silty Clay

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-5
14-Jan-19

2.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Hillside

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.862551 34.747989
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

convex

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

1.1

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

65

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

50.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
65 260

85

0 0

76.5% FACU 

85 320

0.0%

3.765

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

20

0

23.5% FAC  

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-5Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Lonicera japonica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-5Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 10YR 4/3 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-6
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Swale

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.872236 34.751895
Fullerton gravelly silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

concave

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

80

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

10 30
80 320

90

0 0

88.9% FACU 

90 350

0.0%

3.889

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

0

11.1% FAC  

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-6Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Lonicera japonica

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-6Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

3-16

0-3

7.5YR

7.5YR

4/4

3/3

100

100 Loam

Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-7
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Flat

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.898294 34.765916
Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0-2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

25 75
60 240

85

0 0

70.6% FACU 

85 315

0.0%

3.706

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

15

10

17.6% FAC  

11.8% FAC  

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-7Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Lonicera japonica

Smilax rotundifolia

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-7Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 3/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-8
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Floodplain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.900766 34.76754
Fullerton-Bodine complex, 15 to 45 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Saturation to surface of soil.  The source of this wetland is a natural spring that feeds into Mulberry Creek. The water was observed to come out of 
the ground and flow into the Mulberry Creek and finally just a few thousand feet into the Tennessee River.

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Saturation to surface of soil.  The source of this wetland is a natural spring that feeds into Mulberry Creek. The water was observed to come out of the 
ground and flow into the Mulberry Creek and finally just a few thousand feet into the Tennessee River.



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

70

20

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

20.0%

0.0%

20.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20 20

0.0%

70 140

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 160

0.0%

1.778

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

77.8% FACW 

22.2% OBL  

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-8Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Juncus effusus

Cyperus acuminatus

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-8Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Mushy Soil.

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/2 80 5YR 4/6 20 C M Silty Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-9
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Flat

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.901007 34.767672
Fullerton-Bodine complex, 15 to 45 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
60 240

80

0 0

75.0% FACU 

80 300

0.0%

3.750

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

10

12.5% FAC  

12.5% FAC  

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-9Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Smilax rotundifolia

Sambucus nigra ssp. canadensis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-9Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-10
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Flat

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

-87.89891534.766188
Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0-2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded PFO1C

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

60

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

20 60
60 240

80

0 0

75.0% FACU 

80 300

0.0%

3.750

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

10

10

12.5% FAC  

12.5% FAC  

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-10Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Rubus trivialis

Smilax rotundifolia

Sambucus nigra ssp. canadensis

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-10Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 4/4 100 Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-11
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Floodplain

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.898947 34.766218
Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams, 0-2 percent slopes, occasionally flooded PFO1C

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Same spring fed wetland but point taken on other end near Mulberry Creek.

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

90

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

10.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90 90

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

0 0

0.0%

90 90

0.0%

1.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% OBL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

90

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-11Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Carex stricta

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-11Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

mushy soil

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 7.5YR 4/1 85 5YR 4/6 15 C PL Silty Clay Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



Are climatic/hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year?

DP-F-12
14-Jan-19

0.0%

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No
Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Lat.:

Hydric Soil Present?

Sampling Point:

Summary of Findings - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc.

State:

°Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.):

T

(If no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation

Are "Normal Circumstances" present?

Datum:

naturally problematic?

Hydrophytic Vegetation Present?

Remarks:

R

Are Vegetation

Long.:

significantly disturbed?

Local relief (concave, convex, none): Slope:

Investigator(s):

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

City/County:

, Soil

/

Soil Map Unit Name:

, or Hydrology

, Soil , or Hydrology

NWI classification:

Subregion (LRR or MLRA):

Project/Site:

Wetland Hydrology Present?

Section, Township, Range:  S 

Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?

Applicant/Owner:

Sampling Date:

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Eastern Mountains and Piedmont Region 
Muscle Shoals

First Solar, Dev., LLC

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

Flat

LRR N

Cherokee/Colbert

AL

 N/A  N/A

 -87.906622 34.76968
Decatur silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes. N/A

WGS 1984

 N/A

flat

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0  US Army Corps of Engineers

0.0

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
Yes No

Hydrology

Surface Water (A1)
High Water Table (A2)
Saturation (A3)
Water Marks (B1)
Sediment Deposits (B2)
Drift deposits (B3)
Algal Mat or Crust (B4)

Water-Stained Leaves (B9)

Dry Season Water Table (C2)

True Aquatic Plants (B14)

Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)
Oxidized Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3)
Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)
Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Drainage Patterns (B10)

Aquatic Fauna (B13)

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)
Crayfish Burrows (C8)

Moss Trim Lines (B16)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required; check all that apply)
Wetland Hydrology Indicators:

Field Observations:
Surface Water Present?

Water Table Present?
Saturation Present?
(includes capillary fringe)

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):

Depth (inches):
Wetland Hydrology Present?

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available:

Remarks:

Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Iron Deposits (B5)

Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)

Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)

Thin Muck Surface (C7)

Shallow Aquitard (D3)

FAC-neutral Test (D5)

Geomorphic Position (D2)

Microtopographic Relief (D4)

Low lying point in a corn field. No significant hydrology.



0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

50

0

0
0

0

0

0

Yes No

00.0%

0.0%

10.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0

0.0%

0 0
0 0

0

50 250

0.0%

50 250

0.0%

5.000

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

100.0% UPL  

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%

0.0%

50

0.0%

0.0%

0

0 0.0%

Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Woody Vine Stratum

(B)

= Total Cover

= Total Cover

Prevalence Index is ≤3.0 

= Total Cover

Hydrophytic
Vegetation
Present?

US Army Corps of Engineers

Dominance Test worksheet:

Total Number of Dominant
Species Across All Strata:

Prevalence Index worksheet:

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

(A/B)

1 Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must
be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation 1 (Explain)

Herb Stratum

= Total Cover

Number of Dominant Species
That are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:

Remarks: (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

OBL species

FACW species

FAC species

FACU species

UPL species

Column Totals:

x 1 = 

x 2 =

x 3 =

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A)

(A)

Percent of dominant Species
That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC:

       Total % Cover of:         Multiply by:

(B)

Tree Stratum  

Shrub Stratum

*Indicator suffix =  National status or professional decision assigned because Regional status not defined by FWS.

Dominance Test is > 50%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0

0.0%

= Total Cover

Sapling-Sapling/Shrub Stratum

1.

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0.0%

Definition of Vegetation Strata:

Tree - Woody plants, excluding woody vines, approximately 20 
ft (6 m) or more in height and 3 in. (7.6 cm) or larger in 
diameter at breast height (DBH). 
Sapling stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 20 ft (6 m) or more in height and less 
than 3 in. (7.6 cm) DBH.
Shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding woody 
vines, approximately 3 to 20 ft (1 to 6 m) in height.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
including herbaceous vines, regardless of size, and woody 
species, except woody vines, less than approximately 3 ft (1 
m) in height.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines, regardless of 
height.

DP-F-12Sampling Point:

)

)

)

)

)

Morphological Adaptations 1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

0 0.0%

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

0 0.0%

VEGETATION (Five/Four Strata)- Use scientific names of plants.

0 0.0%

Tree stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding vines, 3 in. 
(7.6 cm) or more in diameter at breast height (DBH), 
regardless of height.
Sapling/shrub stratum – Consists of woody plants, excluding 
vines, less than 3 in. DBH and greater than 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.
Herb stratum – Consists of all herbaceous (non-woody) plants, 
regardless of size, and all other plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Woody vines – Consists of all woody vines greater than 3.28 ft 
in height.

Four Vegetation Strata:

Five Vegetation Strata:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

(Plot size:

Zea mays

(Plot size:

Dominant
Species?
Rel.Strat.
Cover

Absolute
% Cover

Indicator
Status

1

1

1

1

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



DP-F-12Soil Sampling Point:

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth
(inches)      Color (moist)     Color (moist)

Matrix Redox Features
% Loc² Texture RemarksType%

Yes No

Hydric Soil Indicators:  Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils  :

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Hydric Soil Present?

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and
   wetland hydrology must be present,     

unless disturbed or problematic.

Histosol (A1)
Histic Epipedon (A2)
Black Histic (A3)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4)

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11)
Thick Dark Surface (A12)

Sandy Muck Mineral (S1) (LRR N, 
MLRA 147, 148)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4)
Sandy Redox (S5)
Stripped Matrix (S6)

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2)
Depleted Matrix (F3)
Redox Dark Surface (F6)
Depleted Dark Surface (F7)

Type:

Depth (inches):

Remarks:

US Army Corps of Engineers Eastern Mountains and Piedmont - Version 2.0

Dark Surface (S7) 

Stratified Layers (A5)

Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (MLRA 147,148)

Redox Depressions (F8)

1

1

3

3

Thin Dark Surface (S9) (MLRA 147, 148)

Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR N, 
MLRA 136)
Umbric Surface (F13) (MLRA 136, 122)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 148)

Type: C=Concentration. D=Depletion. RM=Reduced Matrix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains    ²Location:  PL=Pore Lining. M=Matrix

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR N)

0-16 5YR 4/3 100 Silt Loam

Other (Explain in Remarks)

2 cm Muck (A10) (MLRA 147)

Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) 
(MLRA 136, 147)

Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12) 

Coast Prairie Redox (A16) 
(MLRA 147,148)

Red Parent Material (F21) (MLRA 127, 147)



 

 

 First Solar – Muscle Shoals 
 Natural Resources Report 
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B 
PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
1 

Date: 
6/1/2016 

Item: 

DP-A-1 UP 

Description: 

Upland Vegetation 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
2 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

DP-A-2 UP  

Description: 

Upland Vegetation 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
3 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

DP-A-3 UP 

Description: 

Upland Vegetation 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
4 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

DP-A-4 UP 

Description: 

Upland Vegetation 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
5 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

DP-A-5 UP  

Description: 

Upland Vegetation 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
6 

Date: 
6/1/2016 

Item: 

Fence line. 

Description: 

Southwest property 
corner near creek. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
7 

Date: 
6/1/2016 

Item: 

Mulberry Creek  

Description: 

Creek off southern 
border. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
8 

Date: 
6/1/2016 

Item: 

Beaver Dam 

Description: 

Beaver dam in Mulberry 
Creek on southern 
border. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
9 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

Agricultural drainage 

Description: 

Agricultural drainage 
ditch start. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
10 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

Agricultural drainage. 

Description: 

Agricultural drainage 
ditch followed south. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Project:  

ER Hall Habitat Assessment 

Location:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018509 

Photo No. 
11 

Date: 
6/2/2016 

Item: 

Agricultural field depression 

Description: 

Photo of depressioal 
area viewed identified 
from aerial imagery. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
12 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77161, -87.91040 

Description: 

Agricultural drainage 
and erosion. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
13 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77120, -87.91049 

Description: 

Area of ponded water 
behind berm.  Stunted 
crops. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
14 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77110, -87.91052 

Description: 

DP-B-1 

Herbaceous Vegetation. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
15 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77069, -87.91212 

Description: 

Agricultural drainage. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
16 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77054, -87.91386 

Description: 

DP-B-2 

Forested vegetation. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
17 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77041, -87.91419 

Description: 

DP-B-3 

Herbaceous vegetation. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
18 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76970, -87.91422 

Description: 

DP-B-4 

Herbaceous/Shrub Scrub
vegetation. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
19 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76970, -87.91422 

Description: 

Sloping agricultural land. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
20 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76979, -87.91187 

Description: 

Agricultural drainage. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
21 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76734, -87.92331 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
22 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76756, -87.92351 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
23 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76962, -87.92611 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
24 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76987, -87.92672 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
25 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77012, -87.92749 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
26 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76789, -87.92413 

Description: 

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
27 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76974, -87.92359 

Description: 

S-B-3

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
28 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77027, -87.92348 

Description: 

S-B-3

Agricultural terrace, 
drainage, and berms. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
29 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77069, -87.92349 

Description:

S-B-3

Ephemeral drainage 
in forested area. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
30 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.77071, -87.92363 

Description: 

Forested Upland 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
31 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76491, -87.90355 

Description: 

S-B-1

Deeply incised 
ephemeral drainage. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
32 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76459, -87.90377 

Description:

S-B-1

Deeply incised 
ephemeral drainage. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
33 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76472, -87.90257 

Description: 

S-B-1

Deeply incised 
ephemeral drainage. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Carter Reid Environmental Assessment 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018517 

Photo No. 
34 

Date: 
08/29/16 

Coordinates: 

34.76477, -87.90272 

Description:

S-B-1

Deeply incised 
ephemeral drainage. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:     

34.769419, -87.931855 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

35
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
 East 

Description: 

View of ponded 
Wetland 1 (DP-C-1) – 
Palustrine Emergent 
Wetland facing east.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:     

34.7669572, -87.930957 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

36 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
South 

Description: 

View of Wetland 2 
(DP-C-4) Scrub Shrub 
Wetland facing south.



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:     

34.771381, -87.917771 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

37 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
East 

Description: 

View of Wetland 3 
(DP-C-6) – Palustrine 
Forested Wetland 
facing east.

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

34.769744, -87.93113 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

38 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
North 

Description: 

View of upland pit point 
DP-C-5 facing north.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.771393, -87.931466 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

39 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
East 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 1 
(S-C-1) - Ephemeral  
drainage facing east. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.771371, -87.923204 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

40 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
North 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 2 
(S-C-2) - Ephemeral 
ag drainage facing 
north. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.773164, -87.925690 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

41 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
West 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 3 
(S-C-3) - Ephemeral 
Ag Drainage facing 
west.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.771583, -87.920566 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

42 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
West 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 4 
(S-C-4) – Ephemeral  
Drainage facing west. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.774433, -87.924255 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

43 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
East 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 5 
(S-C-5) – Ephemeral 
Adrainage facing east.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.771300, -87.918533 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

44 
Date: 

11/16/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
North 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 6 
(S-C-6) – Ephemeral  
Drainage facing north. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:    

34.761428, -87.919313 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

45 
Date: 

11/17/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
West 

Description: 

View of Waterbody 7
(S-C-7)–Drainage Swale.   

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

34.761554, -87.919142 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

46 
Date: 

11/17/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
Down 

Description: 

View of upland pit 
point DP-C-8 facing 
down. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

First Solar - Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

34.761460, -87.919293 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 

47 
Date: 

11/17/17 

Direction Photo Taken: 
South 

Description: 

View of the southern 
portion of the Muscle 
Shoals properties facing 
south. Tract was 
currently utilized as a 
pine plantation.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
48

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.784022, -87.968868 

Description: 
DP-D-1, Forested 
Upland.   

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
49

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 

34.784176, -87.969067 

Description: 
DP-D-2, Herbaceous 
Upland.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
50

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 

34.785788, -87.969992 

Description: 
DP-D-3, Forested 
Upland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
51

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.787810, -87.970757 

Description: 
DP-D-4, Herbaceous 
Upland. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
52

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.784149, -87.965276 

Description: 
DP-D-6, Herbaceous 
Upland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
53

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.784094, -87.964290 

Description: 
DP-D-7, Herbaceous 
Upland. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
54

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.789766, -87.971190 

Description: 
DP-D-11, Forested 
Upland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
55

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.790651, -87.969758 

Description: 
DP-D-12, Herbaceous 
Wetland. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
56

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.790336, -87.970632 

Description: 
DP-D-14, Herbaceous 
Wetland.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
57

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.790974, -87.971541 

Description: 
DP-D-18, Herbaceous 
Wetland. 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
58

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.791030, -87.971536 

Description: 
DP-D-19, Herbaceous 
Upland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
59

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.793456, -87.969178 

Description: 
DP-D-21, 
Forested/Shrub scrub 
Wetland.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
60

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.793330, -87.966132 

Description: 
DP-D-23, Herbaceous 
Wetland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
61

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.793471, -87.965713 

Description: 
DP-D-24, Forested 
Wetland.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
62

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.793351, -87.965801 

Description: 
DP-D-25, Forested 
Upland. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
63

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.787089, -87.945555 

Description: 
DP-D-29, Herbaceous 
Upland.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
64

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.787151, -87.949692 

Description: 
DP-D-31, Herbaceous 
Wetland.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
65

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.786915, -87.949483 

Description: 
DP-D-32, Ag Field 
Upland.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
66

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.776917 
-87.965052

Description: 
DP-D-35, Forested 
Upland.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
67

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.7876939, -87.970955 

Description: 
S-D-1, Ephemeral
Culvert drainage.



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
68

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.78939, -87.96772 

Description: 
S-D-2, Ephemeral Drain.

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
69

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.78942, -87.96235 

Description: 
S-D-3, Ephemeral
Drainage.



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
70

Date: 
7/11/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.79077, -87.96994 

Description: 
S-D-5, Ephemeral
Drainage.

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
71

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.786222, -87.952860 

Description: 
S-D-7, Ephemeral
Drainage



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
72

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.786433, -87.944369 

Description: 
S-D-8, Perennial
Drainage

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
73

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.787932, -87.947545 

Description: 
S-D-9, Ephemeral
Drainage



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
74

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.786969, -87.958847 

Description: 
S-D-11, Ephemeral
Drainage

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
75

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.778384, -87.962267 

Description: 
S-D-12, Ephemeral
Drainage



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

Muscle Shoals 

Location:  

Cherokee, Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 

E515018535 

Photo No. 
76

Date: 
7/12/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.777848, -87.965080 

Description: 
S-D-13, Intermittent
Drainage



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

77 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.753621, -87.901752 
Photo Direction: 
Southwest 

Description: 
 
Stream E-1 

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

78 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.749653, -87.903108 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-1, forested upland.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

79 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.751232, -87.902361 

Photo Direction: 
Southwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-2, forested upland.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

80 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.747403, -87.905195 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-3, Upland pasture.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

81 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.747029, -87.905833 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
Excavated ponded area 
(WET-E-1).  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

82 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.747160, -87.907067 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-4, upland pasture.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

83 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.747717, -87.906519 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-5, forested upland.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

84 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.745478, -87.902238 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-6, Upland 
cornfield.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

85 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.743821, -87.912465 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-10, upland 
pasture.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

86 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748577, -87.912339 

Photo Direction: 
Southwest 

Description: 
 
Excavated ponded area 
(WET-E-2).  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

87 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748584, -87.912403 
Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-12, upland, and 
pond culvert drain pipe.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

88 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748862, -87.915802 
Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-13, upland soils.  

 
 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

89
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.747317, -87.914641 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 

Excavated ponded area 
(WET-E-3).  

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

90
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.747792, -87.921156 

Photo Direction: 
Southwest 

Description: 

Stream E-15 (Mulberry 

Creek) 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

91
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.749041, -87.922703 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 

Stream E-3. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

92
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.749280, -87.920676 

Photo Direction: 
Southwest 

Description: 

DP-E-17, upland 
pasture.  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

93
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.748211, -87.920749 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 

Stream E-4 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

94
Date: 

11/27/2018 
Coordinates: 
34.746226, -87.923657 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 

DP-E-18, PEM wetland 
(WET-E-1).  



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

95 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748273, -87.932653 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-21, upland 
pasture.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

96 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748028, -87.931800 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
Stream E-7 

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

97 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.750975, -87.935390 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-24, upland 
pasture.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

98 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.755297, -87.935263 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-27, forested 
upland.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

99 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.757499, -87.933274 

Photo Direction: 
North 

Description: 
 
DP-E-29, upland cotton 
field.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

100 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.757259, -87.933958 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-30, forested 
upland.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

101 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.757050, -87.931071 

Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-31, upland cotton 
field.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

102 
Date: 

11/27/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.756769, -87.929281 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-32, forested 
upland.  

 
 



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
Photo No. 

103 
Date: 

11/28/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.749886, -87.924008 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 
 
DP-E-34, upland forest.  

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 

McWilliams et. al. tracts 

County/State:  

Colbert County, Alabama 
Project No. 

E515018535 
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Photo Direction: 
Northeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-36, scrub/shrub 
upland.  
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DP-E-37, forested 
upland.  
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DP-E-38, herbaceous 
and scrub/shrub upland.  
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DP-E-39, forested 
upland.  
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DP-E-41, PFO wetland 
(WET-E-8).  
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Southeast 
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DP-E-43, forested 
upland.  
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Southeast 
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DP-E-47, PSS wetland 
(WET-E-9).  
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DP-E-48, PSS wetland 
(WET-E-10). 
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DP-E-49, upland soils.  
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Southeast 
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Stream 8 through upland 
pasture.  
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Southeast 
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DP-E-50, upland 
pasture.  
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Stream E-10.  
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DP-E-54, forested 
upland.  
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DP-E-55, forested 
upland.  
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Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
DP-E-56, Williams pond 
(WET-E-11). Inundation 
visible on aerial imagery; 
however, dry at the time 
of field survey.  
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Southeast 
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DP-E-58, upland ag 
field.  
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DP-E-64, upland ag 
field.  
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Southeast 
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Stream 1 – upstream 
(S-F-1) 

 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 
TVA Transmission Line 

County/State:  
Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 
E515018535 

Photo No. 
122 

Date: 
01/14/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.75198, -87.87242 
Photo Direction: 
northwest 
Description: 
Stream 1 –  
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Description: 
Stream 2 – Mulberry 
Creek, upstream 
(S-F-2) 
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Creek, downstream  
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Southeast 
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PEM Wetland (WET-F-1) 
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Stream 4, Cane Creek 
(S-F-4) 
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PERMITTING ACTIVITIES FOR THE MUSCLE SHOALS SOLAR FACILTIY
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA

Permit Agency Level Est. Application 
Preparation Time

Typical Agency 
Review Period

Approximate 
Preparation Cost

Application 
Submittal Cost Description  Notes

Clean Water Act Section 404 
Permit (Wetlands) - NWP 51 - 

Land-Based Renewable Energy 
Generation Facilities

United States Army 
Corps of Engineers- 

Nashville District 
(USACE)

Federal 15 days 45-90 days $10,000.00 NA

Relates to the construction of land based renewable 
electric generation facilities and attendant features.  No 
more than 1/2 acre of non-tidal waters of the U.S. loss 
due to the placement or discharge of fill material from 
construction, expansion, or modification of land-based 
renewable energy production facilities including 
attendant features.  Limited to loss not greater than 300 
linear feet of stream bed.  Pre-construction notification 
required.  Crossing of waterbodies by electric 
transmission lines may be permitted under NWP 12.  
Each water body crossing may be permitted as an 
individual and complete project.  

As listed on the National Wetland Inventory 
(NWI), wetlands exists within project 
boundaries. Some of these wetlands are 
jurisdictional because of the relation to 
Mulberry Creek and the Tennessee River. 
Mitigation requirements may apply 
depending on wetlands size, jurisdiction 
and impacts. 

Federal Endangered Species 
Consultations per NEPA

United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS)
Federal TVA to complete 45-days NA N/A

Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 protects 
endangered and threatened animals and plants and their 
habitats. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
regulations prohibit the taking, possession, 
transportation, or sale of any of the animal species 
designated by Federal law as endangered or threatened 
without the issuance of a permit.

The Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) was 
originally listed as being in danger of 
extinction under the Endangered Species 
Preservation Act of 1966 (32 FR 4001, 
March 11, 1967), and is currently listed as 
endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended.

State Endangered Species 
Consultations

 The Alabama 
Department of 

Conservation and 
Natural Resources - 
Division of Wildlife 

and Freshwater 
Fisheries District 1 

State 2-days 45-days $500.00 N/A

Consultation Letter sent to Alabama Division of Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries. The collection of animals for 
scientific or conservation purposes in the State of 
Alabama will need to apply for a Scientific 
Collection/State-Listed Species Scientific Collection 
Permit according to Regulations 220-2-.92 and 220-2-
.98. Persons collecting or working with federally 
endangered or threatened species may need a federal 
permit in addition to the state permit, which is ALWAYS 
required.  This is true even if activities don't require 
capture or handling of animals, but may be construed as 
harassment. 

The Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) was 
originally listed as being in danger of 
extinction under the Endangered Species 
Preservation Act of 1966 (32 FR 4001, 
March 11, 1967), and is currently listed as 
endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended.

Archeological Review Alabama Historical 
Commission  (AHC) State 30-days 30-days $5,000.00 N/A

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 (NHPA) requires construction to take into account 
the effects of their undertakings on historic properties, 
and afford the Alabama Historical Commission a 
reasonable opportunity to comment. The historic 
preservation review process mandated by Section 106 is 
outlined in regulations issued by Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP).

National Environmental 
Protection Act (NEPA) 

Environmental Assessment

Tennessee Valley 
Authority (via PPA) Federal 4 to 6-months for 

draft EA

3 to 6-months for 
agency review

and public comment 
period

$100,000.00 TBD

TVA incorporates environmental considerations into its 
decision making processes from concept through 
implementation. Consideration of environmental aspects 
of proposed actions are part of each decision making 
process, consistent with the requirements of NEPA. 

Each TVA office is responsible for 
integrating environmental considerations 
early in the process to avoid potential 
delays and minimize potential conflicts. 
Environmental reports are reviewed at the 
same time as other planning documents. 

Tribal Consultation per NEPA Local Tribes / BIA Federal TVA to complete 45-days N/A N/A

Letter of Notification of Intent to commence construction 
and to determine if there are issues that need to be 
resolved prior to construction

TVA to conduction Tribal Consultations

Pre-Construction: Ecological 

Pre-Construction: Additonal Permits / Notifications



PERMITTING ACTIVITIES FOR THE MUSCLE SHOALS SOLAR FACILTIY
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA

General NPDES Permit No. 
ALR100000

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State  

Time to draft 
SWPPP, site 

drawing, and USGS 
Map 

30-60 days

30-days
(notification of NOI 

receipt)
TBD

The Clean Water Act and Federal regulations require 
construction site operators to obtain NPDES permit 
coverage for regulated land disturbances and 
associated discharges of stormwater runoff to State 
waters.
Effective April 1, 2011, ADEM established General 
NPDES Permit No. ALR100000 for discharges 
associated with regulated construction activity that will 
result in land disturbance equal to or greater than one 
acre or from construction activities involving less than 
one acre and which are part of a common plan of 
development or sale equal to or greater than one acre.

Operators / owners of all regulated 
construction sites must implement and 
maintain effective erosion and sediment 
controls in accordance a Construction Best 
Management Practices Plan (CBMPP) 
prepared and certified by a Qualified 
Credentialed Professional (QCP).                  
A QCP or Qualified Credentialed Inspector 
(QCI) conduct regular inspections of 
regulated construction activities to ensure 
effective erosion and sediment controls are 
being maintained. In certain circumstances, 
the QCI or QCP must also monitor 
construction site discharges for turbidity

Notice of Intent  (NOI) General 
Permit No. ALR100000

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State  1-day

Immediate if 
submitted 

electronically or        1-
week if submitted by 

mail

TBD

Notice of Intent is the application/notification to the 
ADEM of the start of construction associated with the 
NPDES Permit Number ALR100000 

Notice of Termination (NOT) 
General Permit No. ALR100000

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State  1-day

Immediate if 
submitted 

electronically or        1-
week if submitted by 

mail

TBD

Termination Request is the application/request notifying 
the ADEM the termination of construction activities 
associated with the NPDES Permit Number ALR100000 

Colbert County does not regulate stormwater for 
construction projects. 

Colbert County does not require Storm 
water permits for Construction.  County 
Engineer John Bedford will be the point of 
contact for sewer, road, water, and 
floodplain information. Project site is not 
within the Floodplain according to available 
FEMA Floodplain maps so additonal 
permitting should not be required. 

Construction: Stormwater

$8,000.00 - 
$12,000.00

County Stormwater Permits for Colbert County, AL



PERMITTING ACTIVITIES FOR THE MUSCLE SHOALS SOLAR FACILTIY
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA

Notification for Aboveground 
Storage Tanks

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State  TBD TBD TBD N/A

Alabama has no specific regulations concerning 
aboveground storage tanks (ASTs). AST owners must 
complete and submit a notification form to ADEM for 
each location containing ASTs. 

Each local jurisdiction has adopted its own 
rules governing the design and installation 
of ASTs. Many of the local fire marshals 
have adopted NFPA Code 30 and Code 
30A that cover AST design and installation; 
however, others have not. Therefore, 
owners and operators of ASTs should 
contact their local fire marshal to find out 
what rules are followed in their jurisdiction.

Oversize & Overload 
Transportation Permit 

Alabama Department 
of Transportation 

(ALDOT) 
State  

• Width = 12 ft max 
• Height = 14 ft max 
• Gross Weight = 150,000 lbs max 
• Over 100,000 lbs requires routing permi

Superload Transportation 
Permit 

Alabama Department 
of Transportation 

(ALDOT) 
State  

• Exceeds 16 ft width 
• Exceeds 16 ft height 
• Exceeds 150 ft length 
• Exceeds 250,000 lbs gross weight 

Permit Agreement for the 
Accommodation of Utility 

Facilities on Public Right-of-
Way

Alabama Department 
of Transportation 

(ALDOT) 
State  

Form 3510-11 No Exposure 
Certification for Exclusion from 
NPDES Stormwater Permitting 

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State  2-days TBD TBD TBD

Form 3510-11 is used to give notice that a facility does 
not require permit authorization for its stormwater 
discharges associated with industrial activity due to the 
existence of a condition of no exposure.

Discharges Associated with 
Petroleum Products Notice of 

Intent (NOI) General Permit No. 
ALG340000

Alabama Department 
of Environmental 

Management  
(ADEM)  

State Low TBD TBD TBD

Discharges associated with petroleum products 
consisting of storm water, hydrostatic testing water, and 
groundwater discharges resulting from the storage, 
handling, transportation, spill cleanup, contaminated 
groundwater, and/or soil remediation and investigation, 
or other operation involving petroleum and its derivatives 
an exterior vehicle wash water require NPDES Permit 
No. ALG340000.

Additional Requirements: Monitoring, NOI, 
SPCC Plan, BMP measurements. This 
permit is most likely not required for this 
project

Zoning Colbert County County Low N/A N/A N/A

No zoning requirements were identified for Colbert 
County Alabama

Other Permits

Construction: Department of Transportation 

Operations: Stormwater  & Discharge 

Construction:  Infrastruture

Dependent on Permit, 
blanket permits and 
single trip permits 

exist.  MDOT also has 
an automated trip 

permit service.

2-days $3,000.00 $10.00 - $200.00

For oversized or overweight loads on the state highway 
system that cannot be divided into loads that would not 
require a permit. Permit cost depends on duration and 
materials hauled.

Permitting will be required for over/under DOT ROW with pipelines or electric transmission lines: TBD
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APPENDIX A
PHASE 1 SUMMER HABITAT ASSESSMENTS

14 

First Solar Muscle Shoals Alabama 1-15-2019

N/A
N/A J.Stelly, F. Lewis

First Solar panel installation

3520 865 2655

Combination of forest, wetlands, ag fields and
open areas

Mostly open solar panels

Forested areas along Mulberry Creek and Tennessee River to other forested areas

Mostly forested & pasture land with some commercial development along eastern boundary

5.4 miles to Natchez Trace Parkway (NPS), 6.72 miles to Key Cave National Wildlife Refuge (NWR),
8.10 miles to Seven Mile Island NWR

N/A
N/A

1-15-2019

J.Stelly, F. Lewis

First Solar panel installation

3520

N/A
N/A

1-15-2019

J.Stelly, F. Lewis

First Solar panel installation

3520 8653520 865
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B-1 Mulberry Creek riparian zone, decidous forest bounded by young pine forest and
pastureland.

1 > 1000'

n/a n/a

n/a n/a

Perennial stream (Mulbery Creek) 20'
wide, 1-2' deep

5 2 4

sycamore, eastern red cedar

10 0 0

20 70 10

2

yes

Site had 2 suitable trees with large holes and crevices. Size of area is roughly 10 acres
(linear along and to about 75' to either side of Mulberry Creek.

1 > 1000'

n/a

25

n/a n/a

n/an/a



APPENDIX A
PHASE 1 SUMMER HABITAT ASSESSMENTS

15 

 

B-2 Mulberry Creek riparian zone, decidous forest bounded by young pine forest and
pastureland.

1 > 1000'

n/a n/a

n/a n/a

Perennial stream (Mulbery Creek) 20'
wide, 1-2' deep

2 3 1

swamp chestnut oak, sycamore, sweet gum

10 0 0

20 75 5

0

no

No suitable habitat was found in this area. Size of area is roughly 10 acres (linear along
and to about 75' to either side of Mulberry Creek.

1 > 1000'

n/a

32

n/a n/a

n/an/a
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B-3 Mulberry Creek riparian zone, decidous forest bounded by ag fields and forest.

1 > 1000'

n/a n/a

n/a n/a

Perennial stream (Mulbery Creek) 20'
wide, 1-2' deep

1 5 1

sycamore, cottonwood

10 0 0

25 60 15

1

yes

One large cottonwood with exfoliating bark along Mulberry Creek near Mulberry Lane. Size
of area is roughly 10 acres (linear along and to about 75' to either side of Mulberry Creek.

1 > 1000'

n/a

51

n/a n/a

n/an/a



APPENDIX A
PHASE 1 SUMMER HABITAT ASSESSMENTS

15 

 

B-4 Evergreen pine forest, bounded by ag fields and grazing pasture land.

n/a n/a

n/a n/a

No stream in area

6 3

Pinus taeda, Ligustrum sinense

0 0 0

25 75

0

no

No suitable bat habitat located.

n/a

36

n/a n/a

n/an/a



 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 
First Solar Muscle Shoals 

County/State:  
Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 
E515018535 

Photo No. 

1 
Date: 

01/15/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.748964, -87.907999 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
Potential bat habitat 

 
 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 
First Solar Muscle Shoals 

County/State:  
Colbert County, Alabama  

Project No. 
E515018535 

Photo No. 

2 
Date: 

01/15/2018 

 

Coordinates: 
34.74891, -87.91099 

Photo Direction: 
Southeast 

Description: 
 
Potential bat habitat 

 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 
First Solar Muscle Shoals 

County/State: 
Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 
E515018535 

Photo No. 

3
Date: 

01/15/2018 

Coordinates: 
34.756063, -87.900531 

Photo Direction: 
Northwest 

Description: 

Potential bat habitat 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Property Name: 
First Solar Muscle Shoals 

County/State: 
Colbert County, Alabama 

Project No. 
E515018535 

Photo No. 

4
Date: 

06/01/2016 

Coordinates: 
34.755393, -87.902104 

Photo Direction: 
Unknown 

Description: 

Potential vertical 
karst feature/rocky 
outcrop.  



 

 

First Solar – Muscle Shoals 
Natural Resources Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 

F 
VEGETATION ASSESSMENT 
DATASHEETS  



Veg Plot 1

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Immature pine plantation

Al Muscle Shoals

Barton 34087-F8

N/A N/A

416555.63 3845652.53

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

High slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Young Pine forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 

Leaf phenology  Leaf Type Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&  Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum) unvegetated surface Strata 

Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest ___ 01 <5% ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland ___ 02 5-15% ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland ___ 03 15-25% ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35% ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb  ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45% ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55% ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65% ___ 07 15-20 m 

  Drought deciduous ___ 08 65-75% ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs ___ 09 75-85%  ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual ___ 10 85-95% ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial ___ 11 95-100% 

Plot Code _______________________________________ 

Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  

Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1% 02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

Veg Plot 1

Pinustaeda 4 Rubus
3

Carpinus caroliniana 3 Chickweed 5

X X

X

X

X



V-2

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Immature pine plantation

Al Muscle Shoals

Barton 34087-F8

N/A N/A

416879.28 3845607.46

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

High slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Young Pine forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-2

Pinustaeda 4 Rubus
3

Carpinus caroliniana 3 Chickweed 5

X X

X

X

X



V-3

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

417489.37 3845859.16

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

Mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Decidous forest with a privet understory

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-3

Liquidambar styraciflua 5 Ligustrum sinense 5

Pin oak 3

American elm 3

X

X X

X

X



V-4

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

417371.19 3847234.01

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

High slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Pine forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-4

Pinus taeda 5 Ligustrum sinense 4

X X

X

X

X



V-5

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

417313.13 3847485.18

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

Mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Deciduous forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-5

Quercus rubra 4 Ligustrum sinense 4

Celtis laevigata 3

X

X X

X

X



V-6

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Cornfield

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

416538.35 3848689.85

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Open corn field, harvested. Dead / winter season

X

X

X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

Veg Plot 1

X

X

X



V-7

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

415331.99 3848225.32

1-15-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Deciduous forest with privet understory

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-7

Celtis laevigata 3 Ligustrum sinense 5 Rubus 3

Pin oak 3 Chic week 3

Willow oak 3

X

X X

X

X



V-8

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Shrubland

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

411365.19 3849540.37

1-16-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Ligustrum sinense forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-8

Ligustrum sinense 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-9

yes

N/A

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

N/A

N/A

n/a

Ag land

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

N/A N/A

411386.37 3849440.46

1-16-2019

N/A

N/A N/A yes

N/A N/A

mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Dormant wheat field

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-9

Dormant winter crop land

X

X

X

X

X



V-10

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Shrubland

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

411296.57 3850564.61

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Ligustrum sinense forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-10

Ligustrum sinense 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-11

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Shrubland

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

411472.93 3850588.75

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Ligustrum sinense forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-11

Ligustrum sinense 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-12

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Maintained grass

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

411861.84 3850289.77

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Cemetary

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-12

Bermuda grass 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-13

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Shrubland

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

411803.73 3850127.63

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

Hill

Organic soil

X

Ligustrum sinense forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-13

Ligustrum sinense 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-14

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Herbaceous pasture

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

413495.20 3849836.62

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a no

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

pasture land

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-14

Rubus trivialis 03 Bermuda grass 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-15

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

414425.46 3847155.26

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Deciduous forest

X

X

X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-15

Liquidambar styriciflua 06

Ulmus americana 04

X

X X

X

X



V-16

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Forest

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

418843.82 3844070.30

1-16-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Pine forest

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-16

Pinus taeda 06 Ligustrum sinense 06

X X

X

X

X



V-17

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Barton 34087-F8

n/a n/a

416995.56 3844859.02

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Ag field with bermuda grass

X

X

X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-17

Bermuda grass 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-18

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

414389.10 3845983.31

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Ag field with rye grass

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-18

Rye grass 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-19

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

411959.47 3849010.62

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Ag field with rye grass

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-19

Rye grass 06

X

X

X

X

X



V-20

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

412675.50 3850548.84

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Dormant cotton field

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-20

Dormant cotton field 01

X

X

X

X

X



V-21

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Cherokee 34087-G8

n/a n/a

413590.40 3850506.36

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Dormant cotton field

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-21

Dormant cotton field 01

X

X

X

X

X



V-22

yes

n/a

Justin Stelly, Frank Lewis

16S

n/a

n/a

n/a

Ag Field

Al Muscle Shoals

Barton 34087-F8

n/a n/a

417714.51 3844882.17

1-17-2019

n/a

n/a n/a yes

n/a n/a

mid slope

hill

Organic soil

X

Dormant cotton field

X

X X



Vegetation Description 
  
Leaf phenology  Leaf Type  Physiognomic class Cover Scale for Stratan&   Height Scale for 
(of dominant stratum) (of dominant stratum)    unvegetated surface  Strata 
 
Tree and Shrubs  ___ Broad-leaved  ___ Forest  ___ 01 <5%   ___ 01 <.5 m 
___ Evergreen  ___ Needle-leaved ___ Woodland  ___ 02 5-15%   ___ 02 0.5-1 m 
___Cold-decidous ___ Microphyllous ___ Shrubland  ___ 03 15-25%   ___ 03 1-2 m 
___ Drought-decidous ___ Graminoid  ___ Dwarf Shrubland ___ 04 25-35%   ___ 04 2-5 m 
___ Mixed evergreen- ___ Forb   ___ Herbaceous  ___ 05 35-45%   ___ 05 5-10 m 
           Cold deciduous ___ Pteridophyte  ___ Non-vascular  ___ 06 45-55%   ___ 06 10-15 m 
___ Mixed evergreen-    ___ Sparsely vegetated ___ 07 55-65%   ___ 07 15-20 m 
           Drought deciduous       ___ 08 65-75%   ___ 08 20-35 m 
Herbs         ___ 09 75-85%   ___ 09 35-50 m 
___ Annual        ___ 10 85-95%   ___ 10 >50 m 
___ Perennial        ___ 11 95-100%    
 
 
 
Plot Code _______________________________________ 
 
Species percent cover. Starting with the uppermost stratum, list all species with % cover for each species in the stratum. For forest 
and woodlands, on a separate line below each tree species, list the DBH of all trees above 10cm diameter. Separate measurements 
with a comma. Put an asterisk next to any species that are known diagnostics for a particular community in the classification. Also 
list species outside the plot at the end of the table or designate with a 0 in Cover Class column  
 
Cover scale for species: 
01  < 1%  02  1-5%  03  5-25% 04  25-50% 05  50-75% 06  75-100% 
 

 

Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover Stratum Species Name Cover

V-22

Dormant cotton field 01

X

X

X

X

X
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APPENDIX 

G 
TVA RAPID ASSESSMENT 
DATASHEETS  



TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-B-1 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018

X

X

x

X

X X

X

PLOWED

X

X

X

23

1

1

15

6



TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 

   None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 
tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-B-2 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 

   None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 
tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-B-3 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
  Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 

 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

   Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

   Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 

   Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
   Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-C-1 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)

 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 

   Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-C-1 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-C-2 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)

 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 

Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 

   None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 
tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-C-2 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-C-3 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)

 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
  Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 

 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 

   Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  
 Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

   Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
   Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 

 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-D-1; Wet-D-2 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-D-1; Wet-D-2 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-D-3; Wet-D-4; Wet-D-5 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018

X

X

x

X

X X

X

X

X

X

26

2

5

15

4



TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-D-3; Wet-D-4; Wet-D-5 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-D-6 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)

  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-D-6 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-D-7; Wet-D-8 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)

  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-D-7; Wet-D-8 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-D-9; Wet-D-10 Justin Stelly 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)

  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
 Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  

   Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-D-9; Wet-D-10 Justin Stely 11/16/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-E-6  Justin Stelly  12/06/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
 Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)

  Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 

 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Justin Stelly 12/06/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-E-7 Justin Stelly 12/06/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)

 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 

Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html

Wet-E-7 Justin Stelly 12/06/2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

Wet-E-8 Justin Stelly 12/10-2018
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
  Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)

 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

 Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 

  Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 

Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

 Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
  Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]

 Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
 Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
 Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
 Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
 Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
 Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
 Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  

[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]
 Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
 Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

   Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
   Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
   Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 

Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
   Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
   Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  

 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  

   Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks 
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010            Page 1 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 
 Excellent (7) 
 Very good (6) 
 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):



TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHOROITY RAPID ASSESSMENT MEHTOD: Assessing Wetland Condition, Functional Capacity, Quality 
TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  
[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]

Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

 Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 

 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  
 Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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Site: Rater(s): Date:

Metric 1. Wetland Area (size)
max 6 pts. subtotal

Select one size class and assign score. 
>50 acres (>20.2 ha) (6 pts)
25 to <50 acres (10.1 to <20.2 ha) (5) [BR/CM (6)]
10 to <25 acres (4 to <10.1 ha) (4) [BR/CM (6)]
3 to <10 acres (1.2 to <4 ha) (3) [BR/CM (5)]
0.3 to <3 acres (0.1 to <1.2 ha) (2) [BR/CM (3)]
0.1 to <0.3 acre (0.04 to <0.1 ha) (1) [BR/CM (2)]

<0.1 acre (0.04 ha) (0)

Metric 2. Upland Buffers and Surrounding Land Use
max 14 pts. subtotal

2a. Calculate average buffer width. Select only one and assign score. Do not double check. 
 WIDE. Buffers average 50 m (164 ft) or more around wetland perimeter (7) 
 MEDIUM. Buffers average 25 m to <50 m (82 to <164 ft) around wetland perimeter (4) 
 NARROW. Buffers average 10 m to <25 m (32 ft to <82 ft) around wetland perimeter (1) 
 VERY NARROW. Buffers average <10 m (<32 ft) around wetland perimeter (0) 

2b. Intensity of surrounding land use. Select one or double check and average. 
 VERY LOW. 2nd growth or older forest, prairie, savannah, wildlife area, etc. (7) 
 LOW. Old field (>10 years), shrubland, young 2nd growth forest (5) 
 MODERATELY HIGH. Residential, fenced pasture, park, conservation tillage, new fallow field (3) 
 High. Urban, industrial, open pasture, row cropping, mining, construction (1) 

Metric 3. Hydrology
max 30 pts. subtotal

3a. Sources of water. Score all that apply. 3b. Connectivity. Score all that apply. 
 High pH groundwater (5) 100-year floodplain (1)
 Other groundwater (3) [BR/CM (5)] Between stream/lake and other human use (1)
 Precipitation (1) [unless BR/CM primary source (5)] Part of wetland/upland (e.g., forest), complex (1)
 Seasonal/intermittent surface water (3) Part of riparian or upland corridor (1)
 Perennial surface water (lake or stream) (5) 3d. Duration inundation/saturation. Score one or dbl. check & avg. 

3c. Maximum water depth. Select only one and assign score.  Semi- to permanently inundated/saturated (4) 
>0.7 m (27.6 in.) (3)  Regularly inundated/saturated (3) [BR/CM (4)] 
0.4 to 0.7 m (16 to 27.6 in.) (2) [BR/CM (3)]  Seasonally inundated (2) [BR/CM (4)] 
<0.4 m (<16 in.) (1) [BR/CM 0.15 to 0.4 m (6 to <16 in.) (2)]  Seasonally saturated in upper 30 cm (12 in.) (1) [BR/CM (2)] 

3e. Modifications to natural hydrologic regime. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (12) 
 Recovered (7) Check all disturbances observed 
 Recovering (3)  ditch  point source (nonstormwater) 
 Recent or no recovery (1)  tile (including culvert)  filling/grading 

 dike  road bed/RR track 
weir  dredging 
 stormwater input  other ___________________ 

Metric 4. Habitat Alteration and Development
max 20 pts. subtotal

4a. Substrate disturbance. Score one or double check and average. 
 None or none apparent (4) 
 Recovered (3) 
 Recovering (2) 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

4b. Habitat development. Select only one and assign score. 

 Good (5) 
 Moderately good (4) 
Fair (3)             Check all disturbances observed 
 Poor to fair (2)  mowing  shrub/sapling removal 
 Poor (1)   grazing  herbaceous/aquatic bed removal 

4c. Habitat alteration. Score one or double check and average.  clearcutting  woody debris removal 
 None or none apparent (9)    selective cutting         sedimentation  
 Recovered (6)  farming  dredging 
 Recovering (3)  toxic pollutants  nutrient enrichment 
 Recent or no recovery (1) 

Notes: BR/CM = adjusted points for Blue Ridge and Cumberland Mountains. If an 
open water body (excluding aquatic beds and seasonal mudflats) is >20 acres 
(8 ha), then add only 0.5 acre (0.2 ha) of it to the wetland size for Metric 1.

Sources/assumptions for size estimate (list):

 Excellent (7) 
Very good (6)
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TVARAM FIELD FORM

Last Edited 2010              Page 2 of 6

Site: Rater(s): Date: 

subtotal previous page

Metric 5. Special Wetlands
max 10 pts. subtotal

*If the documented raw score for Metric 5 is 30 points or higher, the site is automatically considered a Category 3 wetland.

raw score* Select all that apply. Where multiple values apply in row, score row as single feature with highest point value. Provide 
documentation for each selection (photos, checklists, maps, resource specialist concurrence, data sources, references, etc). 

Bog, fen, wet prairie (10); acidophilic veg., mossy substrate >10 sq.m, sphagnum or other moss (5); muck, organic soil layer (3)
Assoc. forest (wetl. &/or adj. upland) incl. >0.25 acre (0.1 ha); old growth (10); mature >18 in. (45 cm) dbh (5) [exclude pine plantation]
Sensitive geologic feature such as spring/seep, sink, losing/underground stream, cave, waterfall, rock outcrop/cliff (5)
Vernal pool (5); isolated, perched, or slope wetland (4); headwater wetland [1st order perennial or above] (3)
Island wetland >0.1 acre (0.04 ha) in reservoir, river, or perennial water >6 ft (2 m) deep (5)
Braided channel or floodplain/terrace depressions (floodplain pool, slough, oxbow, meander scar, etc.) (3)
Gross morph. adapt. in >5 trees >10 in. (25 cm) dbh: buttress, multitrunk/stool, stilted, shallow roots/tip-up, or pneumatophores (3)
Ecological community with global rank (NatureServe): G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3) [*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier]
Known occurrence state/federal threatened/endangered species (10); other rare species with global rank G1*(10), G2*(5), G3*(3)  
[*use higher rank where mixed rank or qualifier] [exclude records which are only “historic”]

Superior/enhanced habitat/use: migratory songbird/waterfowl (5); in-reservoir buttonbush (4); other fish/wildlife management/designation (3)  
Cat. 1 (very low quality) : <1 acre (0.4 ha) AND EITHER >80% cover of invasives OR nonvegetated on mined/excavated land (-10)

Metric 6. Plant Communities, Interspersion, Microtopography
max 20 pts. subtotal

6a. Wetland vegetation communities. Vegetation Community Cover Scale
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 0 = Absent or <0.1 ha (0.25 acre) contiguous acre

 Aquatic bed [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Emergent 1 = Present and either comprises a small part of wetland’s vegetation and is of 
 Shrub moderate quality, or comprises a significant part but is of low quality 
Forest 2 = Present and either comprises a significant part of wetland’s vegetation and 
 Mudflats is of moderate quality, or comprises a small part and is of high quality 
 Open water <20 acres (8 ha) 3 = Present and comprises a significant part or more of wetland’s vegetation 
 Moss/lichen. Other _____________ and is of high quality 

6b. Horizontal (plan view) interspersion. Narrative Description of Vegetation Quality 
Select only one. low = Low species diversity &/or dominance of nonnative or disturbance tolerant 

 High (5) native species 
Moderately high (4) [BR/CM (5)] mod = Native species are dominant component of the vegetation, although 
 Moderate (3)[BR/CM (5)] nonnative &/or disturbance tolerant native species can also be present,  
 Moderately low (2) [BR/CM (3)] and species diversity moderate to moderately high, but generally  
 Low (1) [BR/CM (2)] w/o presence of rare, threatened or endangered species 
 None (0) high = A predominance of native species with nonnative sp &/or disturbance 

tolerant native sp absent or virtually absent, and high sp diversity and often 
but not always, the presence of rate, threatened, or endangered species  

6c. Coverage of invasive plants.
Add or deduct points for coverage. Mudflat and Open Water Class Quality 

 Extensive >75% cover (-5) 0 = Absent <0.1 ha (0.25 acres) [For BR/CM <0.04 ha (0.1 acre)] 
 Moderate 25-75% cover (-3) 1 = Low 0.1 to <1 ha (0.25 to 2.5 acres) [BR/CM 0.04 to <0.2 ha 
 Sparse 5-25% cover (-1) (0.1 to 0.5 acre)] 
 Nearly absent <5% cover (0) 2 = Moderate 1 to <4 ha (2.5 to 9.9 acres) [BR/CM 0.2 to <02 ha (0.5 to 5 acre)]  
 Absent (1) 3 = High 4 ha (9.9 acres) or more [BR/CM 2 ha (5 acres) or more] 

6d. Microtopography. Hypothetical Wetland for Estimating Degree of Interspersion
Score all present using 0 to 3 scale. 

 Vegetated hummocks/tussocks
 Coarse woody debris >15 cm (6 in.) 
 Standing dead >25 cm (10 in.) dbh 
 Amphibian breeding pools 

Microtopography Cover Scale 
0 =  Absent 
1 = Present in very small amounts or if more common of marginal quality 
2 = Present in moderate amounts, but not of highest quality or in small 

amounts of highest quality 
3 = Present in moderate or greater amounts and of highest quality 

GRAND TOTAL 
(max 100 pts)

0- 29  = Category 1, low wetland function, condition, quality**
30- 59  = Category 2, good/moderate wetland function, condition, quality**
60-100 = Category 3, superior wetland function, condition, quality**

      **Based on ORAM Score Calibration Report for the scoring breakpoints between wetland categories: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/401/401.html
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APPENDIX 

H 
USFWS IPAC OFFICIAL SPECIES 
LIST  



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222

In Reply Refer To: 

Consultation Code: 04EA1000-2019-SLI-0467 

Event Code: 04EA1000-2019-E-01269  

Project Name: First Solar Muscle Shoals Environmental Assessments

 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 

well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 

proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. Please note that new 

information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of species, 

changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. The species list fulfills the 

requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 

Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Note that due to the volume of emails received by our office, we cannot accept project 

consultation requests by email.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the 

potential impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated 

and proposed critical habitat. Also note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations 

implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 

days. The Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC 

website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation for updates to species 

lists and information. An updated list may be requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by 

completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the process and consultation under the Act is to provide a means whereby 

threatened and endangered species and the ecosystems upon which they depend may be 

conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 

CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to utilize their authorities to carry out programs 

February 13, 2019
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for the conservation of threatened and endangered species and to determine whether projects may 

affect threatened and endangered species and/or designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 

human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 

(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 

evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 

affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 

contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 

listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 

agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 

recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 

within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 

consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 

Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 

development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 

eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy 

guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and 

bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 

towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/usfwscommunicationtowerguidance.pdf

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 

Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 

planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 

the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 

that you submit to our office.

We can be reached at:

US Fish and Wildlife Service

1208 Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 

requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 

any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 

action".

This species list is provided by:

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526-4419

(251) 441-5181
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 04EA1000-2019-SLI-0467

Event Code: 04EA1000-2019-E-01269

Project Name: First Solar Muscle Shoals Environmental Assessments

Project Type: ** OTHER **

Project Description: Cardno was contracted by First Solar Development, LLC (First Solar) to 

conduct an environmental 

assessment on multiple properties consisting of 3,755 acres, referenced as 

the Muscle Shoals Properties (Project). The Project consists of five groups 

of properties and a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) transmission line 

right-of-way (ROW) (designated as studies A-F) in Colbert County, 

Alabama that were surveyed by Cardno from June 2016 to January 2019. 

The tasks performed as part of this environmental assessment included a 

review of threatened and endangered (T&E) species, potential Cultural 

resources, vegetation assessments and a delineation of potential waters of 

the United States (WOUS).

Project Location:

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 

www.google.com/maps/place/34.767109983874015N87.9186057516298W

Counties: Colbert, AL

https://www.google.com/maps/place/34.767109983874015N87.9186057516298W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/34.767109983874015N87.9186057516298W
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 14 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 

species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 

list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 

Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 

within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 

if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 

office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 

Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Gray Bat Myotis grisescens
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329

Endangered

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Fishes
NAME STATUS

Alabama Cavefish Speoplatyrhinus poulsoni
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/50

Endangered

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6329
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/50
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Clams
NAME STATUS

Dromedary Pearlymussel Dromus dromas
Population: Wherever found; Except where listed as Experimental Populations

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6377

Endangered

Fanshell Cyprogenia stegaria
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4822

Endangered

Orangefoot Pimpleback (pearlymussel) Plethobasus cooperianus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1132

Endangered

Pink Mucket (pearlymussel) Lampsilis abrupta
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829

Endangered

Ring Pink (mussel) Obovaria retusa
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4128

Endangered

Rough Pigtoe Pleurobema plenum
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6894

Endangered

Sheepnose Mussel Plethobasus cyphyus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6903

Endangered

Snuffbox Mussel Epioblasma triquetra
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4135

Endangered

Spectaclecase (mussel) Cumberlandia monodonta
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7867

Endangered

White Wartyback (pearlymussel) Plethobasus cicatricosus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2549

Endangered

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 

JURISDICTION.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6377
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4822
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1132
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7829
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4128
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6894
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6903
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4135
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7867
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2549
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Technical Memorandum 

Date March 19, 2019 

To: Russell W. Kiesling, PMP, First Solar Development 

cc: Cardno File 

From: Chad Martin, Cardno Inc. 

RE: Bat Habitat Desktop Analysis for the Muscle Shoals Solar Facility 

1.0 Introduction 

Cardno completed a desktop environmental assessment and site survey to document potential summer 
roosting or foraging habitat corridors for federally listed bat species, specifically the Indiana bat and 
northern long-eared bat.  During literature review, Cardno scientists contacted the Auburn University 
Museum of Natural History, ANHP which maintains a database of rare species and natural communities 
and includes information regarding bats and threatened and endangered species. Consultation with the 
ANHP did not identify any bat or threatened or endangered species critical habitat or occurrences within 
the Project boundary or within 1 mile of the Project.   

Cardno conducted onsite bat habitat surveys as defined in USFWS 2018 Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer 
Survey Guidelines (also applicable to Northern Long-eared Bat). Cardno scientists traversed the area at a 
casual pace looking for suitable habitat. Upon identifying potential habitat the team logged the location 
using GPS, marked potential habitat trees with red flagging tape, photographed the location and completed 
a Phase 1 Habitat Assessment form. Cardno determined that potential roosting and/or foraging habitat may 
exist along the Mulberry Creek riparian corridor. Other forested blocks, such as the 275 acre McWilliams 
tract (Figure 1 and 2), were ruled out as potential roosting or foraging habitat based on the fact that this tract 
is a planted loblolly pine plantation. This monoculture stand of trees is estimated at approximately 20-years 
old. The stand did not contain dead snags or old age pine trees that may develop loose bark, suitable for 
roosting. 

Habitat consisting of a mosaic of forest types (including mature forest and other age classes) and non-forest 
habitats (e.g., grasslands, wetlands, scrub-shrub etc.) will produce a landscape conducive to multiple bat 
species. However, the size and juxtaposition of patches are also critical to meeting life history requirements 
of many species.  Forests with trees of varying age, a diverse understory, and diversity of stand tree densities 
is important to most bats. Bats prefer to roost in large-diameter trees and snags, which generally persist 
longer than smaller snags and can support more roosting bats (Russo et al. 2004, Baker and Lacki 2006, 
Kalcounis-Rüppell et al. 2005, Lacki et al. 2012). 

Thus, on a landscape scale, a mosaic of forest vegetation around hibernation and maternity sites generally 
is desirable, whether natural or managed through silviculture. Timber harvest can be used to create openings 
to provide more sunlight to potential roost trees or improve foraging habitat for some species. Harvest 
prescriptions that maintain more canopy cover can be desirable for other, more clutter-adapted species. 
Because of the diversity of bat species’ foraging and roosting requirements, a staggered mix of silvicultural 
treatments and exclusion areas may be required within large timber production forests to sustain high levels 
of bat diversity on a landscape scale (Law et al. 2016). 



Managed monoculture pine plantation stands, such as the McWilliams tract, provide poor-quality bat 
habitat. Pine plantations are densely planted (e.g., typically 675 to 750, or more, trees per acre) and are 
comprised of single-age or similar age class timber. They are typically managed for timber production with, 
depending on the product, a uniform, planned endpoint. Maximum stocking rates and short rotations result 
in the forfeiture of structural diversity in exchange for elevated rates of wood productivity. Plantation 
productivity may be further enhanced through the use of genetically improved stock, fertilization, extensive 
site preparation, and reduction of competition. These management actions prohibit variably stocked stands, 
layers of understory and midstory vegetation, and longer rotations that enhance and maintain habitat traits 
required by many forest-dependent wildlife species (USFWS 2015). 

Indiana bats forage in and around the tree canopy of floodplain, riparian and upland forests. Within 
floodplain forests Indiana bats show a preference for areas where canopy closure ranges from 30% to 70%. 
Streams, associated floodplain forests, and impounded bodies of water are preferred foraging habitats for 
pregnant and lactating Indiana bats, which may fly up to 1.5 miles from upland roosts to feed. In general, 
Indiana bats forage within the canopy of upland forests, over clearings with early successional vegetation, 
along the borders of croplands, along wooded fence rows and over farm ponds in pastures.  Indiana bats 
use larger trees with hollows or loose bark for their summer roosts and maternity colonies. 

The riparian and forested buffer adjacent to Mulberry Creek (See attached Map) consists of multi-species 
trees of varying age class, significant and diverse understory, adjacent agricultural fields, as well as access 
to a constant water source. The identification of large snags and other roosting trees as well as a potential 
vertical karst feature adjacent to Mulberry Creek (Figure 3), indicates ideal summer habitat for bats that 
may be present in the vicinity of the proposed solar facility. Although the identified potential vertical 
karst feature could provide summer roosting habitat, it is unlikely that this feature provides a winter 
hibernaculum, due to its location within the high banks of Mulberry Creek, and the absence of observed 
guano stains at the time of field site visits.  Additionally, Cardno identified secondary or lower quality 
foraging and roosting habitat in isolated and outlying multi-age class forested blocks.  These blocks range 
in size from 17 to 84 acres in size and are composed of large trees, scrub/shrub, and herbaceous layers of 
vegetation. Several of these outlying sites contain isolated wetlands or seasonal streams.  These areas in 
combination with open agricultural fields and proximity to Mulberry Creek may likely be considered 
suitable bat foraging habitat. 

Bats and the habitats where they are known to occur are protected by the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
Under Section 9 of the ESA, it is unlawful for any person to “take” an endangered species. The term “take” 
is defined as, “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to 
engage in any such conduct.” “Harm” is further defined to include “significant habitat modification or 
degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife by significantly impacting essential behavioral 
patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering.” 

In general, activities that impact suitable Indiana bat habitat have the potential to result in take. One of the 
most common activities impacting Indiana bat habitat is tree clearing during the summer season. Typically, 
incidental take associated with tree removal (i.e., trimming, cutting, girdling, burning) can be avoided by 
scheduling these activities during the winter hibernation period (October 1 through March 31), when 
Indiana bats have departed from summer habitat. As long as the scope of winter tree removal, in terms of 
acres, is not significant enough to constitute “harm,” effects to Indiana bats can be kept minimal or 
beneficial. 

The deciduous forests within the proposed Muscle Shoals Solar Facility has not been surveyed for the 
presence/absence of bats, specifically Indiana and northern long-eared bats.  Winter hibernaculum is not 



known within the surrounding area and therefore it may be unlikely that a summer population exists at the 
site or uses the area for foraging.  Without presence/absence surveys, selective tree clearing could be 
completed outside of the summer months and not have an effect upon bats and not require federal permitting 
for endangered species.  

In the State of Alabama, avoidance measures for all proposed projects that may impact suitable Indiana bat 
habitat should follow the procedures outlined in the Range-wide Indiana Bat Protection and Enhancement 
Plan Guidelines (July 2009), which were developed by a team comprised of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Office of Surface Mining, and a group of Regulatory Authorities representing the Interstate Mining 
Compact Commission. While the purpose of these guidelines is to aid coal mining applicants in 
understanding the options and protocols associated with assuring compliance with the 1996 Biological 
Opinion on implementation of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA), they are equally 
applicable to other land-clearing projects within the State. The following guidance is provided for proposed 
projects in Alabama:  

October 15 to March 31  

Tree clearing should only occur from October 15 to March 31 on proposed project areas that: (a) Are within 
a 5 mile radius of a maternity capture record and no hibernaculum exists within a 5 mile radius of the project 
area; or (b) Are within a 2.5 mile radius of a male capture record and no hibernaculum exists within a 5 
mile radius of the project area; or (c) Are within a 2.5 mile radius of a known maternity tree and no 
hibernaculum exists within a 5 mile radius of the project area; or (d) Contain potential summer habitat, 
Indiana bat presence is assumed, and no hibernaculum exists within a 5 mile radius of the project area.  

November 15 to March 31 

Tree clearing should only occur from November 15 to March 31 on proposed project areas that: (a) Contain 
caves, underground mine workings, rock shelters, bridges, tunnels, dams, and other underground openings 
where Indiana bats have been recorded; or (b) Are within a 10 mile radius of a P1 or P2 hibernaculum; or 
(c) Are within a 5 mile radius of a P3 or P4 hibernaculum. 
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Figure 1 – McWilliams tract November 2017. 

 

Figure 2 – McWilliams tract January 2019. 

 

 



 

Figure 3 – Identified Potential Vertical Karst Feature 2016. 
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Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                           Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Stream

Lacks all primary indicators 1-4. Meets stream indicators 5-8. 

NRCS Web Soil Survey

Colbert S-A-4
Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno

6/1/2016
E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals
Colbert county, Alabama

060300051002

Weather Underground Historical Database

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles

Agricultural

34.751855, -87.903611Gravelly Springs, AL
2.10"

PUA - Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                      Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-D-1 7/11/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL

34.7876939, -87.970955

Agricultural

67

.56"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES. 

TuB - Tupelo-Colbert Complex NRCS Web Soil Survey

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA
NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                           Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-D-2 7/11/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL

34.78939, -87.96772

Agricultural

68 in Photolog

.56"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

EmA - Emory Silt Loam. NRCS Web Soil Survey

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                      Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-D-8 7/11/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL

34.786433, -87.944369

Agricultural

72 in Photolog

.56"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                     Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-D-13 7/11/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL

34.777848, -87.965080

Agricultural

76 in Photolog

.56"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                      Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-D-14 7/11/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL

34.777250, -87.965833

Agricultural

.56"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                    Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-1 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama     Stream is in both Barton, AL & Gravelly Springs, AL USGS quads
060300051002Barton, AL 

34.753621, -87.901752

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

77 in Photolog
NRCS Web Soil SurveyEmA—Emory silt loam

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                  Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-3 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Barton, AL 

34.749041, -87.922703

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

91 in Photolog
NRCS Web Soil SurveyFbF—Fullerton-Bodine complex

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                           Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-5 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Barton, AL 

34.748397, -87.921944

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                           Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-6 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Barton, AL

34.746658, -87.925277

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                    Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-7 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Barton, AL 

34.748028, -87.931800

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

96 in Photolog
NRCS Web Soil SurveyFaD—Fullerton gravelly silt loam

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                    Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-9 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL 

34.766658, -87.903611

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyFaD—Fullerton gravelly silt loam

Stream

n/a

Primary indicator 2 is a NO, while 8 is a YES.  

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA
NA

NA



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                           Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-13 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL 

34.784261, -87.935555

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Lacks all primary indicators 1-4. Meets stream indicators 5-8.



Hydrologic Determination Field Data Sheet 
Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Version 1.4 

County: Named Waterbody: Date/Time:

Assessors/Affiliation: 

Site Name/Description: 

Project ID : 

Site Location: 

USGS quad: HUC (12 digit): 

Previous Rainfall (7-days) : 

Lat/Long: 

Precipitation this Season vs. Normal :       very wet         wet         average        dry         drought        unknown 
Source of recent & seasonal precip data : 

Watershed Size : Photos:  Y or N (circle)  Number : 

Soil Type(s) / Geology :                                                      Source: 

Surrounding Land Use : 

Degree of historical alteration to natural channel morphology & hydrology (circle one & describe fully in Notes) : 
Severe                       Moderate                          Slight                         Absent 

Primary Field Indicators Observed 

Primary Indicators NO YES 
1. Hydrologic feature exists solely due to a process discharge
2. Defined bed and bank absent, dominated by upland vegetation / grass
3. Watercourse dry anytime during February through April 15th, under normal

precipitation / groundwater conditions
4. Daily flow and precipitation records showing feature only flows in direct response

to rainfall
5. Presence of multiple populations of obligate lotic organisms with  2 month

aquatic phase
6. Presence of fish (except Gambusia)
7. Presence of naturally occurring ground water table connection
8. Flowing water in channel and 7 days since last precipitation in local watershed
9. Evidence watercourse has been used as a supply of drinking water

NOTE :  If any Primary Indicators 1-9 = “Yes”, then STOP; absent directly contradictory evidence, 
determination is complete. 

In the absence of a primary indicator, or other definitive evidence, complete the secondary indicator table 
on page 2 of this sheet, and provide score below. 

Guidance for the interpretation and scoring of both the primary & secondary indicators is provided in TDEC-
WPC Guidance For Making Hydrologic Determinations, Version 1.4 

Overall Hydrologic Determination  =  

Secondary Indicator Score (if applicable) = 

Justification / Notes : 

Colbert S-E-14 11/26/2018

Justin Stelly / Frank Lewis - Cardno E515018535

First Solar Muscle Shoals

Colbert county, Alabama
060300051002Gravelly Springs, AL 

34.784261, -87.935555

Agricultural

.28"

Pickwick Lake, app. 639 sq. miles
Weather Underground Historical Database

NRCS Web Soil SurveyPUA—Pruitton and Sullivan silt loams

Stream

n/a

Lacks all primary indicators 1-4. Meets stream indicators 5-8.
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