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Browns Ferry Nuclear (BFN) Plant
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)

Public Scoping Report

July 2021

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) proposes to submit a Subsequent License Renewal
(SLR) Application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting renewal of the
Browns Ferry Nuclear (BFN) Plant operating licenses. Renewal of the NRC operating licenses
will authorize the plant to continue to operate for an additional 20 years beyond the current
20 -year renewed operating licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2,
and 3, respectively. Subsequent NRC license renewal for the operating BFN facilities does not
involve new major construction or modifications beyond normal maintenance and refurbishment.
However, there are other proposed projects such as spent fuel storage expansion that is not
directly related to NRC license renewal that are connected to, or could affect, license renewal.
Therefore, TVA is initiating the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to assess the environmental
impacts of the proposed action.

Background
TVA operates BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 consistent with its mission as charged under the TVA Act of
1933. BFN consists of three General Electric boiling water reactors and associated turbine
generators that collectively supply approximately 3,900 Megawatts electric (MWe) to the TVA
transmission and distribution system.

In March 2002, TVA issued a Final SEIS followed by a Record of Decision in June 2002 for the
operating license renewal of BFN. TVA submitted a License Renewal Application to the NRC in
December 2003 for a 20-year extension of the operating licenses for each BFN unit. NRC
prepared its own SEIS in consideration of TVA’s license application. NRC’s Final SEIS
concluded that the impacts of license renewal would not be adverse and issued Supplement 21
regarding Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, and 3, to the Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG-1437) in June 2005. The
NRC issued renewed operating licenses for Units 1, 2, and 3 in May 2006, allowing operation of
the three BFN units until 2033, 2034, and 2036, respectively.

TVA submitted a license amendment request for extended power uprate (EPU) of approximately
15 percent for all three units in September 2015. The NRC issued a Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) in the Federal Register in December 2016 for public comment. In May 2017,
the NRC issued the Final EA and Finding of No Significant Action related to the EPU license
amendment. NRC issued the license amendment in August 2017. BFN Unit 3 reached EPU in
Summer 2018, Unit 1 reached EPU in December 2018, and Unit 2 reached EPU in Spring 2019.

TVA’s Objectives
The purpose of the proposed action is to help provide continued generation of baseload power
from the BFN site between 2033 and 2056 by obtaining NRC license renewals to operate all
three BFN units. BFN’s current generation supports future forecasted baseload power needs, as
outlined in TVA’s 2019 Integrated Resource Plan, by helping to maintain grid stability and
generating capacity for TVA’s generation portfolio mix. As an integral part of TVA’s current
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generation portfolio, in 2020, BFN produced approximately 20 percent of TVA’s average
generation. Renewal of the current NRC operating licenses would allow BFN to continue
supplying approximately 3,900 MWe of safe, clean, reliable, and cost-effective baseload power
for an additional 20 years. BFN license renewal is a key component of meeting TVA’s goal of a
net-zero carbon emissions generating system by 2050.

TVA must decide whether to submit a SLR Application to the NRC to extend the operating
licenses of the three units for an additional 20 years beyond their current license terms. TVA is
preparing an SEIS to inform TVA decision-makers and the public about the environmental
consequences of the proposed action.

Proposed Alternatives
Several alternatives will be analyzed in addition to the continuing operation of BFN by license
renewal for the generating capacity and energy needed to provide approximately 3,900 MWe of
base load power between 2033 and 2053. Potential options for meeting TVA’s purpose and
need include the range of supply-side and demand-side actions identified in TVA’s Integrated
Resource Plan. While development of alternatives is a continuing process, preliminary internal
scoping by TVA has identified the following four possible alternatives,

�x Alternative A: No Action – TVA would not submit an application to NRC for SLR. The
existing licenses would expire in 2033, 2034, and 2036 and TVA would begin the
process of evaluating and planning for the necessary decommissioning of all three BFN
units. The 3,900 MWe baseload generation would no longer produced by BFN.

�x Alternative B: BFN NRC Subsequent License Renewal – TVA would submit a SLR
Application to NRC for renewal of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 licenses until 2053, 2054, and
2056 respectively.

�x Alternative C: Use of Existing Generating Assets – TVA would cease operations at
BFN, and BFN’s generating baseload electricity would be replaced using existing
generating assets, including natural gas, coal, hydro, nuclear, and storage.

�x Alternative D: Use of Existing and Construction of New Generating Assets – TVA
would cease operations at BFN, and BFN’s generating baseload electricity would be
replaced using a mix of existing and newly constructed generating assets, including
solar, natural gas, nuclear, battery and hydro storage, etc.

Environmental Review Process
NEPA requires the identification and analysis of potential environmental effects of proposed
federal actions and alternatives before those actions take place. The NEPA review process is
intended to help federal agencies make decisions that are based on an understanding of the
action’s environmental impacts and, if necessary, to take actions that protect, restore, and
enhance the environment. NEPA also requires that federal agencies provide opportunities for
public involvement in the decision-making process.

TVA is initiating the preparation of this SEIS to assess the environmental impacts of the
proposed action and a reasonable range of alternatives. An EIS is the most intense level of
NEPA review. A supplement is prepared to update a previous EIS; in this case the 2002 SEIS
for BFN License Renewal. During the completion of this SEIS, the public and environmental and
permitting agencies will have opportunities to provide input on the development of the
environmental review. After considering input from the scoping period, TVA will develop and
publish a Draft SEIS that will be provided to the public and intergovernmental agencies for
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additional comment. During the Draft SEIS public comment period, TVA plans to conduct a
public meeting. TVA will consider all the comments received during the public review of the
Draft SEIS, make revisions as appropriate, and publish a Final SEIS stating a preferred
alternative. Subsequently, TVA will publish a Record of Decision documenting its final decision
regarding the proposed action.

TVA estimates that the Draft SEIS will be published in Fall 2022, the Final SEIS would be
published in Early 2023, and a final decision would be made in Spring 2023.

Public Outreach During Scoping Period
The purpose of the scoping period is to present TVA’s project objectives and initial alternatives
for input from the public and interested stakeholders.

On June 1, 2021, TVA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register announcing
plans to prepare a SEIS to address the potential environmental effects associated with
extending the operation of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 for an additional 20 years (see Appendix A).
The NOI initiated a 30-day public scoping period, which concluded on July 1, 2021. In addition
to the NOI in the Federal Register, TVA published notices regarding this effort in two local
newspapers: The Decatur Daily which serves the Decatur and the Tennessee Valley in northern
Alabama and the News Courier which serves Limestone County. TVA also issued a news
release to media and posted the news release on the TVA Web site (See Appendix B).

To accommodate social distancing guidelines and public health recommendations related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, TVA created a virtual meeting room that was available for the duration of
the scoping period. The URL link to the virtual meeting room was included in the NOI and can
be accessed through TVA’s website (https://www.tva.com/environment/environmental-
stewardship/environmental-reviews/nepa-detail/browns-ferry-nuclear-plant-subsequent-license-
renewal) through the completion of the EIS process. The virtual scoping meeting room contains
information on the NEPA process and the proposed action, as well as links to TVA and NRC
websites related to the project. The virtual scoping meeting room also allows the public to
submit a comment or feedback on the project during open comment periods (scoping and draft
SEIS review). Posterboards and screenshots from the virtual scoping meeting room are
included in Appendix C.

Summary of Public Scoping Feedback
TVA received a total of 23 comments regarding the SLR of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 from five
commenters. Of the five comment submissions, two were from federal entities (U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency [USEPA] and U.S. Geological Survey [USGS]) and three were
from members of the public. Nine of the 23 comments received were in regard to safety and
aging infrastructure. The remaining comments received pertained to alternatives, general
environmental concerns, air quality, water quality and stormwater, wetlands and streams, waste
disposal, climate, and environmental justice. The comments related to TVA’s proposed action
are provided below. Original comment submissions are included in Appendix D.

Public Scoping Comments

Safety and Aging Infrastructure
Comment 1: There is no evidence these installations will remain safe for an additional 20 years.
I ask that all systems be thoroughly inspected and investigated before these extensions are
considered and the results made public. (Commenter: Steve Sondheim)
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Comment 2 : Commenters noted the collapse of the Surfside, Florida condo building as an
example that older structures are vulnerable to a variety of aging factors. Aging, stressed
components are more likely to fail the longer they are in service. A link to an article was
included. (Commenters: Steven Sondheim and Don Safer)

Comment 3: The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement should reevaluate
fundamental assumptions of safety that have been used to justify previous SLRs of other
nuclear power reactors in the US. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 4: The SEIS should include the effects of a catastrophic accident and massive
radiation release at one or more of these aging reactors that were designed to operate for 40
years. Extending operation to 80 years demands an exhaustive study of the aging management.
The longer these reactors run, the greater the risk of a devastating accident. (Commenter: Don
Safer)

Comment 5: The Browns Ferry reactors are Fukushima style GE Mark 1 reactors, a design that
has a long, controversial history, with many questioning the lack of robustness in the
containment system and foreshadowing the three reactor melt-downs, hydrogen explosions,
resulting containment breeches, and release of massive amounts of radiation at Fukushima.
Links to four articles were included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 6: The Browns Ferry reactors have a history of mechanical problems and other
issues resulting in six separate shut-downs of longer than a year including the longest shutdown
of any US reactor (Unit 1 from 1985 to 2007) and the second and third longest shutdowns (Unit
3 from 1985 to 1995 and Unit 2 from 1984 to 1991). In 2011 they received one of only 4 “Red
finding” safety warnings from the NRC for extended safety performance deficiencies. Safety
concerns have plagued these reactors throughout their lives. Links to three articles were
included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 7: The BFN spent fuel pools locations are over 40 feet off the ground and with only
sheet metal roofing overhead and these pools contain an enormous amount of deadly radiation.
The SEIS should consider deficiencies in the BFN spent fuel pools and the environmental
effects of a failure of one or more of these pools and the resulting release of radiation. Links to
three articles were included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 8: The commenter states that “reasonable assurance” of reactor safety during the
proposed SLR period is far from certain. The safety of this license extension is wholly unproven.
The NRC and the nuclear reactor operators have taken a “don’t look, don’t want to know”
approach to verification of continued integrity of inner reactor critical components that are
subject to the intense conditions in a nuclear reactor (heat, neutron bombardment, pressure,
extreme temperature swings in SCRAM events, etc.). The commenter also provided a quote
from former NRC Commissioner Victor Gilinsky and the link to the story from which the
comment was taken, noting the absence of validity of the NRC’s SLR process. (Commenter:
Don Safer)

Comment 9: The commenter stated that SEIS should consider the wide range of critical
knowledge gaps in the age-related material degradation process in General Electric Mark 1
boiler water reactors and the management of that degradation over 60 or 80 years. The SEIS
should also provide an evidence basis on materials safety and systems reliability to make
informed, scientifically qualified decisions in regulatory review of longer license extensions of
nuclear power plants. Harvesting and material testing of nuclear plant components and
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compiling an evidence basis to assess age-related degradation management are necessary for
“reasonable assurance,” which is an explicit NRC requirement for license extension. The
commenter provided a link to a Department of Energy Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
(PNNL) Technical Letter Report published in December 2017 in which PNNL was instructed to
identify knowledge gaps and recommended harvestings and analysis of materials in
decommissioning. He noted that a revised report (PNLL-27120, Rev. 1) was republished in April
2019 having removed scores of references to critical knowledge gaps and recommendations to
require decommissioning harvesting and analysis for reasonable assurance in NRC safety and
environmental review and approval process of license extension applications. Without
scientifically founded “reasonable assurance,” the NRC lacks a legal basis for granting
Subsequent License Renewal. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Alternatives
Comment 10: Nuclear power is not needed if renewable energy is adequately deployed by
2035-40. (Commenter: Steven Sondheim)

Comment 11: The No Action Alternative (A) should be chosen, and a new process started that
focuses on alternative (E): Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity with Renewable Energy
Sources. TVA should bring on board renewables, energy efficiency and additional storage with
urgency. Renewable energy is the fastest growing energy resource in the world and the United
States. The commenter provide links to two articles. (Commenter Don Safer)

General Environment al Concerns
Comment 12: The SEIS should comprehensively cover all conceivable environmental impacts
of continued operation of the BFN reactors. It should consider the fundamental environmental,
health and environmental justice problems inherent in nuclear power at every step in the nuclear
fuel chain: uranium mining, milling, fuel fabrication, operations, radioactive waste, and
decommissioning. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Air Quality
Comment 13: Limestone County is in attainment with the Clean Air Act National Ambient Air
Quality Standard. (Commenter: USEPA)

Water Quality and Stormwat er
Comment 14: Based on NEPA, the proposed project may be located within a mile of an
impaired stream Round Island Creek/Round Island Creek (Wheeler Lake). TVA should consider
implementing best management practices during maintenance for areas greater than one acre
per the Clean Water Act’s (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for
stormwater, where applicable, to ensure that water quality impairments are not exacerbated.
(Commenter: USEPA)

Wetlands and Streams
Comment 15: The EPA recommends that TVA collaborate with Alabama Department of
Environmental Management (ADEM) and US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to determine
any potential impacts from the hydraulic and hydrological design associated with thermal
discharges to the Tennessee River that may impact terrestrial and/or aquatic species, including
both flora and fauna. TVA in collaboration with USACE may wish to include CWA Section
404(b)(1) documents in the SEIS to support any wetland and stream mitigation decisions and to
help ADEM evaluate potential stream impact requirements for the CWA Section 401 Water
Quality permit. Providing adequate wetland and stream information within the NEPA process
can help to streamline the final environmental review and permitting processes for these
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resources. According to NEPAssist, there are five approved mitigation or conservations banks in
the facility vicinity - Flint River Mitigation Bank Phase I (1042), Wheeler Pointe Mitigation Bank
(1044). ADOT Town Creek (1198) and ADOT Crow Creek (1199) and Robinson Spring
Mitigation Bank (930) should mitigation be required. (Commenter: USEPA)

Waste Disposal
Comment 16: The SEIS should indicate if there will be any changes in the generation of waste
including low-level radioactive waste, mixed low-level radioactive waste, transuranic waste, and
hazardous and Toxic Substance Control Act wastes over the life of the program. The SEIS
should indicate where TVA will send the spent nuclear fuel and spent fuel debris for storage
pending long-term disposal options. (Commenter: USEPA)

Climate
Comment 17: Climate change may impact the proposed project, posing threats to aging
infrastructure, worker health and safety and the environment. We recommend that the SEIS
include an evaluation of climate-related impacts including discussions of frequency and severity
of major storm events, wildfires, or drought that could lead to power disruptions or increased
cooling demands in summer months. Efforts that TVA is taking at BFNP to address and adapt to
potential climate impacts should be discussed in the SEIS. (Commenter: USEPA)

Comment 18: [The SEIS] should consider the growing threats to nuclear power reactor
operation and safety posed by the ever-growing effects of climate change. (Commenter: Don
Safer)

Environmental Justice
Comment 19: The SEIS should include an analysis that is consistent with the Environmental
Justice (EJ) Executive Order (EO) 12898. The analysis should indicate whether minority, low
income or other overburdened populations reside within the vicinity of the proposed project
area. If so, the EPA recommends that the communities with EJ concerns should be
meaningfully involved throughout the decision-making process to help identify potential benefits
and burdens associated with relicensing and permitting decisions. Adaptive and innovative
approaches to both public outreach and community involvement regarding project issues should
take place during the project planning. It would also be helpful to include a current map
depicting the population demographics near the BFNP facility. EPA’s EJSCREEN can be used a
preliminary screen to help identify potential issues. (Commenter: USEPA)

General Comments
Comment 20: The USGS has no comment at this time. Thank you. (Commenter: USGS)

Comment 21: Renew the licenses. Keep the plant running. We need it. (Commenter: Jack
Keeling)

Comment 22: I highly object to the extension of licenses to the Browns Ferry Nuclear Power
reactors from 60-80 years which is 40 years beyond the original license. (Commenter: Steven
Sondheim)

Comment 23: The subsequent license renewal (SLR) of the three Browns Ferry (BFN)
Reactors should be rejected. (Commenter: Don Safer)



Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Subsequent License Renewal SEIS

Public Scoping Report

Appendix A: Federal Register Notice of Intent



BFN SLR SEIS Public Scoping Report

2

This page intentionally left blank





29352 Federal Register / Vol. 86, No. 103 / Tuesday, June 1, 2021 / Notices 

appropriations, and funds virtually all 
operations through electricity sales and 
power system bond financing. In 
addition to operating and investing its 
revenues in its electric system, TVA 
provides flood control, navigation and 
management for the Tennessee River 
system, and assists local power 
companies and state and local 
governments with economic 
development efforts. 

Dependable electrical capacity on the 
TVA power system is about 33,000 
Mega Watts Electric (MWe). TVA’s 
current generating assets include one 
pumped-storage facility, one diesel 
generator site, three nuclear plants, five 
coal plants, nine combustion turbine 
plants, eight combined cycle plants, 14 
solar energy sites, 29 hydroelectric 
dams, and several small renewable 
generating facilities. A portion of 
delivered power is obtained through 
long-term power purchase agreements. 
About 13 percent of TVA’s annual 
generation is from hydro; 14 percent is 
from coal; 27 percent is from natural 
gas; 41 percent is from nuclear; and the 
remainder is from wind and solar. TVA 
also gains available capacity through its 
energy efficiency programs. TVA 
transmits electricity from these facilities 
over almost 16,000 miles of 
transmission lines. Like other utility 
systems, TVA has power interchange 
agreements with utilities surrounding 
the Tennessee Valley region, and 
routinely buys and sells power. 

Background 

TVA operates BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 
in Limestone County, Alabama. BFN is 
located on an 840-acre tract on the north 
shore of Wheeler Reservoir at Tennessee 
River Mile (TRM) 294, approximately 10 
miles northwest of Decatur, Alabama, 
and 10 miles southwest of Athens, 
Alabama. BFN consists of three General 
Electric boiling water reactors (BWRs) 
and associated turbine generators that 
collectively supply approximately 3,900 
MWe of electric power to the TVA 
transmission and distribution system. 

In March 2002 and June 2002, TVA 
issued a Final SEIS (FSEIS) and a 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the 
operating license renewal of BFN. TVA 
submitted a License Renewal 
Application (LRA) to the NRC in 
December 2003 for a 20-year renewal of 
the operating licenses for each BFN 
unit. The environmental conclusions of 
the NRC FSEIS did not differ from the 
TVA FSEIS conclusions, and the NRC 
issued Supplement 21 regarding Browns 
Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, and 3, to 
the Generic EIS (GEIS) for License 
Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG– 
1437) in June 2005. The NRC issued 

operating license renewals for Units 1, 
2, and 3 in May 2006, allowing 
continued operation of the three BFN 
units until 2033, 2034, and 2036, 
respectively. 

In September 2015, TVA submitted a 
license amendment request (LAR) for 
extended power uprate (EPU) of all 
three units. The NRC issued a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) in the Federal Register on 
December 1, 2016 for public comment. 
On May 22, 2017 the NRC issued the 
Final EA and FONSI related to the EPU 
license amendment. 

Project Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the proposed action is 
to help provide continued generation of 
baseload power between 2033 and 2053 
by obtaining license renewals to operate 
BFN Units 1, 2, and 3. BFN is 
considered baseload power because the 
plant generally runs at close to 
maximum output. BFN’s current 
baseload generation supports future 
forecasted baseload power needs, as 
outlined in TVA’s 2019 Integrated 
Resource Plan (IRP), by helping to 
maintain grid stability and generating 
capacity for TVA’s generation portfolio 
mix. As an integral part of TVA’s 
current generation portfolio, in 2020, 
BFN produced approximately 20 
percent of TVA’s average generation 
capacity. Renewal of the current 
operating licenses would allow BFN to 
continue supplying approximately 3,900 
MWe capacity of baseload power. 

TVA needs to generate sufficient 
electricity to supply the Tennessee 
Valley with increasingly clean, reliable, 
and affordable electricity for the 
foreseeable future for the region’s homes 
and businesses, working with local 
power companies to keep service steady 
and reliable. By renewing the licenses, 
TVA would maximize use of existing 
assets to support TVA’s goals of 
generating electricity at the lowest 
feasible cost for the people of the 
Tennessee Valley. BFN’s carbon-free 
generating capacity supports TVA’s goal 
of a net-zero carbon emissions 
generating system by 2050. 

Preliminary Proposed Action and 
Alternatives 

TVA proposes to submit a Subsequent 
LRA (SLRA) to the NRC requesting 
renewal of BFN operating licenses. 
Renewal of the current operating 
licenses would permit operation for an 
additional 20 years past the current 
operating license terms, which expire in 
2033, 2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2, and 
3, respectively. This SEIS is being 
prepared to provide the public and TVA 

decision-makers an assessment of the 
environmental impacts of renewing BFN 
Unit 1, 2, and 3 operations, as well as 
provide the public an opportunity to 
participate in the SEIS process. License 
renewal does not require any new 
construction or modifications beyond 
normal maintenance and minor 
refurbishment. However, there are other 
proposed projects not directly related to 
SLR that are connected to, or could 
affect, license renewal. 

The SEIS proposes to address a range 
of alternatives (A–D) including: (A) The 
No-Action Alternative; (B) BFN 
Subsequent License Renewal; (C) Use of 
Existing Generating Assets; and (D) Use 
of Existing and Construction of New 
Generating Assets. Two additional 
alternatives, (E) Replacement of BFN 
Generating Capacity Entirely with 
Renewable Energy Sources and (F) 
Replacement of BFN Generating 
Capacity Entirely with Purchase Power, 
were considered but eliminated. 

Anticipated Environmental Impacts 

The SEIS will include a detailed 
evaluation of the environmental, social, 
and economic impacts associated with 
implementation of the proposed action. 
Resource areas to be addressed in the 
SEIS include, but are not limited to: Air 
quality; aquatics; botany; climate 
change; cultural resources; emergency 
planning; floodplains; geology and 
groundwater; hydrothermal; land use; 
navigation; noise and vibration; 
radiological safety; soil erosion and 
surface water; socioeconomics and 
environmental justice; threatened and 
endangered species; transportation; 
visual; waste; water use; wetlands; and 
wildlife. Measures to avoid, minimize, 
and mitigate adverse effects will be 
identified and evaluated in the SEIS. 

In preparing this SEIS, TVA will 
consider the analysis within the NRC’s 
Generic Environmental Impact 
Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of 
Nuclear Plants (NUREG–1437, Revision 
1), where the NRC generically 
considered the environmental effects of 
renewing nuclear power plant operating 
licenses for a 20-year period (results are 
codified in 10 CFR part 51). The GEIS 
identified 78 environmental issues and 
reached generic conclusions on 
environmental impacts for 59 of those 
issues that apply to all plants or to 
plants with specific design or site 
characteristics. The GEIS’ generic 
assessment is relevant to the assessment 
of impacts of the proposed action at 
BFN. Generic information from the NRC 
GEIS that is related to the current 
assessment would be incorporated by 
reference, generally following the tiering 
process described in 40 CFR 1501.11, 
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with the SEIS providing a more narrow 
analysis relevant to the specific aspects 
of this proposed project. Additional 
plant-specific review would be 
conducted for impacts not covered by 
the GEIS and which are encompassed by 
the range of resource issue areas 
identified above. 

Anticipated Permits and Other 
Authorizations 

TVA anticipates consulting with the 
required authorities including, but not 
limited to: The Endangered Species Act; 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act; 
Rare Species Protection and 
Conservation Act; National Historic 
Preservation Act; Clean Air Act; and 
Federal Clean Water Act. 

TVA anticipates seeking required 
permits or authorizations as 
appropriate, from the following 
governmental entities: The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission; US Army 
Corps of Engineers; US Coast Guard; US 
Environmental Protection Agency; 
Alabama Department of Environment 
and Conservation; US Fish and Wildlife 
Service; Alabama State Historic 
Preservation Officer; and Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers. This is not an 
exhaustive list, other permits or 
authorizations may be sought as 
required or appropriate. 

Public Participation and Scoping 
Process 

TVA seeks comment and participation 
from all interested parties for the 
proposed action, including, but not 
limited to, assisting TVA in determining 
the scope of issues for analysis in the 
SEIS. Information about this project is 
available at https://www.tva.com/nepa, 
which includes a link to an online 
public comment page. TVA invites the 
public to identify other alternatives, and 
analysis relevant to the proposed action. 
Comments must be received or 
postmarked no later than July 1, 2021. 
Federal, state, local agencies, and Native 
American Tribes are also invited to 
provide comments. 

Please note that any comments 
received, including names and 
addresses, will become part of the 
project administrative record and will 
be available for public inspection. 

To accommodate social distancing 
guidelines and public health 
recommendations related to the COVID– 
19 pandemic, TVA will have a virtual 
meeting room available for the duration 
of the scoping period that includes a 
range of information on the proposed 
action. Visit https://www.tva.com/nepa 
to obtain more information about the 
virtual open house. 

SEIS Preparation and Schedule 

TVA will consider comments received 
during the scoping period and develop 
a scoping report which will be 
published at https://www.tva.com/nepa. 
The scoping report will summarize 
public and agency comments that were 
received and identify the projected 
schedule for completing the SEIS 
process. Following completion of the 
environmental analysis for SLR, TVA 
will post a Draft SEIS for public review 
and comment on the project web page. 
TVA anticipates holding a public open 
house, which may be virtual, after 
releasing the Draft SEIS. Open house 
details will be posted on TVA’s website 
in conjunction with the Draft SEIS. TVA 
expects to release the Draft SEIS in mid- 
2022. 

TVA will consider comments received 
on the Draft SEIS, as well as cost, 
engineering, risk and other applicable 
evaluations before selecting one or more 
alternatives as preferred in the Final 
SEIS. TVA projects completing a Final 
SEIS in early 2023. A final 
determination on proceeding with the 
preferred alternative will be 
documented in a ROD. 

Authority: 40 CFR 1501.9. 

Rebecca Tolene, 
Vice President, Environment. 
[FR Doc. 2021–11557 Filed 5–28–21; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8120–08–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Intent To Release Certain 
Properties From All Terms, Conditions, 
Reservations and Restrictions of a 
Quitclaim Deed Agreement Between 
City of Tallahassee and the Federal 
Aviation Administration for the 
Tallahassee International Airport, 
Tallahassee, FL 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Request for public comment. 

SUMMARY: The FAA hereby provides 
notice of intent to release certain airport 
properties 44.66 acres at the Tallahassee 
International Airport, Tallahassee, FL 
from the conditions, reservations, and 
restrictions as contained in a Quitclaim 
Deed agreement between the FAA and 
the City of Tallahassee, dated March 14, 
1990. The release of property will allow 
the City of Tallahassee to dispose of the 
property for non-aeronautical purposes. 
The City of Tallahassee requests the 
release of a 44.66 acre tract located 
along Capital Circle SW in Tallahassee, 

Florida to facilitate the widening of 
State Road 263 for municipal 
development. This capital improvement 
project is funded by the Florida 
Department of Transportation. The 
parcel is currently designated as 
aeronautical property. The property will 
be released of its federal obligations 
given the land is no longer required by 
The City of Tallahassee. The Fair Market 
Value (FMV) of this parcel has been 
determined to be $2,020,050.00. 

Documents reflecting the Sponsor’s 
request are available, by appointment 
only, for inspection at the Tallahassee 
International Airport and the FAA 
Airports District Office. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION :  

Section 125 of The Wendell H. Ford 
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for 
the 21st Century (AIR–21) requires the 
FAA to provide an opportunity for 
public notice and comment prior to the 
‘‘waiver’’ or ‘‘modification’’ of a 
sponsor’s Federal obligation to use 
certain airport land for non-aeronautical 
purposes. 

DATES: Comments are due on or before 
July 1, 2021. 

ADDRESSES: Documents are available for 
review at the Tallahassee International 
Airport, 3300 Capital Circle SW, Suite 
One, Tallahassee, FL 32310–8732 and 
the FAA Airports District Office, 8427 
SouthPark Circle, Suite 524, Orlando, 
FL 32819–9058. Written comments on 
the Sponsor’s request must be delivered 
or mailed to: Stephen Wilson, Program 
Manager, Orlando Airports District 
Office, 8427 South Park Circle, Suite 
524, Orlando, FL 32819–9058. 

In addition, a copy of any comments 
submitted to the FAA must be mailed or 
delivered to Mr. Eric Houge, Airport 
Engineer, Tallahassee International 
Airport, 3300 Capital Circle SW, Suite 
One, Tallahassee, FL 32310–8732. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Stephen Wilson, Program Manager, 
(407) 487–7229, Orlando Airports 
District Office, 8427 SouthPark Circle, 
Suite 524, Orlando, FL 32819–9058. 

Issued in Orlando, FL on May 26, 2021. 

Bartholomew Vernace, 

Manager, Orlando Airports District Office, 
Southern Region. 

Revision Date 11/22/00. 
[FR Doc. 2021–11435 Filed 5–28–21; 8:45 am] 
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TVA MEDIA ADVISORY  
 

TVA Requests  Input on Browns Ferry Nuclear  Subsequent  License Renewal  

ATHENS, Ala. �± The Tennessee Valley Authority is asking for public comment on its 

Notice of Intent to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on proposed 

actions associated with obtaining U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission license renewals for the 

Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2 and 3 in Limestone County, Alabama. 

 The NRC license renewals would authorize the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, 

and 3 to continue operation for an additional 20 years beyond the current NRC operating 

licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 2036, respectively. TVA plans to evaluate a variety 

of alternatives including a no-action alternative.  

TVA has a virtual meeting room available from June 1 through July 1, 2021. Access the 

virtual meeting and other details at https://www.tva.com/nepa under the section titled Open for 

Public Comment.   

Comments must be received or postmarked by July 1, 2021, and may be submitted in 

writing to J. Taylor Cates, NEPA Specialist, 1101 Market Street, BR 2C-C, Chattanooga, TN 

37402; online at https://www.tva.com/nepa; or by email to nepa@tva.gov. Due to COVID-19 

teleworking restrictions, electronic submission of comments is encouraged to ensure timely 

review and consideration. 

All comments received, including names and addresses, will become part of the 

administrative record and available for public inspection.  

For more information about TVA and its 88-year mission of service to the Tennessee 

Valley, click here. 

# # # 
 

Media Contact: Malinda Hunter, Chattanooga, 423-718-9245 
TVA Public Relations, Knoxville, 865-632-6000 

   http://www.tva.com/newsroom  
   Follow TVA news on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

 
(Distributed:  June 2, 2021) 
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Virtual Scoping Meeting Room Posterboards







Project Location

The Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
(BFN) is located on an 840-acre tract on the north shore of Wheeler
Reservoir at Tennessee River Mile (TRM) 294, approximately 10
miles northwest of Decatur, Alabama, and 10 miles southwest of
Athens, Alabama.





Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed action is to help provide continued
generation of baseload power between 2033 and 2053 by obtaining
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) license renewals to
operate BFN Units 1, 2, and 3. BFN’s current generation supports
future forecasted baseload power needs, as outlined in TVA’s 2019
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), by helping to maintain grid stability
and generating capacity for TVA’s generation portfolio mix. As an
integral part of TVA’s current generation portfolio, in 2020, BFN
produced approximately 20 percent of TVA’s average generation.
Renewal of the current NRC operating licenses would authorize
BFN to continue supplying approximately 3,900 MWe of safe, clean,
reliable, and cost-effective baseload power for the foreseeable
future for the Tennessee Valley region’s homes and businesses,
working with local power companies to keep service steady and
reliable.

By renewing the NRC
licenses, TVA would
maximize use of
existing assets to
support TVA’s goals of
generating electricity at
the lowest feasible
cost for the people of
the Tennessee Valley.
BFN’s carbon-free
generating capacity
supports TVA’s goal of
a net-zero carbon
emissions generating
system by 2050.



Preliminary Proposed Action

TVA proposes to submit a Subsequent License Renewal Application
to the NRC requesting renewal of the BFN operating licenses.

• Renewal of the NRC operating licenses will authorize the plant to
continue to operate for an additional 20 years beyond the current
20-year renewed operating licenses expiration dates of 2033,
2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2, and 3, respectively.

• Subsequent NRC license renewal for the operating BFN facilities
does not involve new major construction or modifications beyond
normal maintenance and refurbishment.

• There are other proposed projects not directly related to NRC
license renewal that are connected to, or could affect, license
renewal.



The SEIS proposes to address a range of alternatives including:

• Alternative A: No-Action Alternative

• Alternative B: BFN NRC Subsequent License Renewal

• Alternative C: Use of Existing Generating Assets

• Alternative D: Use of Existing and Construction of New
Generating Assets

Two additional alternatives were considered but eliminated:

• Alternative E: Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity Entirely
with Renewable Energy Sources

• Alternative F: Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity Entirely
with Purchase Power

Alternatives





SEIS and GEIS
In preparing this SEIS, TVA will
review the GEIS for License
Renewal of Nuclear Plants, NUREG-
1437, in which the NRC considered
the environmental effects of
renewing nuclear power plant
operating licenses for a 20-year
period (codified in 10 CFR Part 51).

The GEIS identified 78 environmental issues and reached generic
conclusions on environmental impacts for 59 of those issues that
apply to all plants or to plants with specific design or site
characteristics.

The GEIS’ generic assessment is relevant to the assessment of
impacts of the proposed action at BFN. Generic information from
the NRC GEIS that is related to the current assessment would be
incorporated by reference, generally following the tiering process
described in 40 CFR 1501.11, with the SEIS providing a more
narrow analysis relevant to the specific aspects of this proposed
project.

Additional plant-specific review
would be conducted for impacts
not covered by the GEIS and
which are encompassed by the
range of resource issue areas
identified on the Anticipated
Environmental Impacts poster.
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