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Browns Ferry Nuclear (BFN) Plant
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement  (SEIS)

Public Scoping Report
July 2021

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) proposes to submit a Subsequent License Renewal
(SLR) Application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting renewal of the
Browns Ferry Nuclear (BFN) Plant operating licenses. Renewal of the NRC operating licenses
will authorize the plant to continue to operate for an additional 20 years beyond the current

20 -year renewed operating licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2,
and 3, respectively. Subsequent NRC license renewal for the operating BFN facilities does not
involve new major construction or modifications beyond normal maintenance and refurbishment.
However, there are other proposed projects such as spent fuel storage expansion that is not
directly related to NRC license renewal that are connected to, or could affect, license renewal.
Therefore, TVA is initiating the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to assess the environmental
impacts of the proposed action.

Background

TVA operates BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 consistent with its mission as charged under the TVA Act of
1933. BFN consists of three General Electric boiling water reactors and associated turbine
generators that collectively supply approximately 3,900 Megawatts electric (MWe) to the TVA
transmission and distribution system.

In March 2002, TVA issued a Final SEIS followed by a Record of Decision in June 2002 for the
operating license renewal of BFN. TVA submitted a License Renewal Application to the NRC in
December 2003 for a 20-year extension of the operating licenses for each BFN unit. NRC
prepared its own SEIS in consideration of TVA's license application. NRC'’s Final SEIS
concluded that the impacts of license renewal would not be adverse and issued Supplement 21
regarding Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, and 3, to the Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG-1437) in June 2005. The
NRC issued renewed operating licenses for Units 1, 2, and 3 in May 2006, allowing operation of
the three BFN units until 2033, 2034, and 2036, respectively.

TVA submitted a license amendment request for extended power uprate (EPU) of approximately
15 percent for all three units in September 2015. The NRC issued a Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) in the Federal Register in December 2016 for public comment. In May 2017,
the NRC issued the Final EA and Finding of No Significant Action related to the EPU license
amendment. NRC issued the license amendment in August 2017. BFN Unit 3 reached EPU in
Summer 2018, Unit 1 reached EPU in December 2018, and Unit 2 reached EPU in Spring 2019.

TVA'’s Objectives

The purpose of the proposed action is to help provide continued generation of baseload power
from the BFN site between 2033 and 2056 by obtaining NRC license renewals to operate all
three BFN units. BFN’s current generation supports future forecasted baseload power needs, as
outlined in TVA’s 2019 Integrated Resource Plan, by helping to maintain grid stability and
generating capacity for TVA’s generation portfolio mix. As an integral part of TVA’s current
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generation portfolio, in 2020, BFN produced approximately 20 percent of TVA’'s average
generation. Renewal of the current NRC operating licenses would allow BFN to continue
supplying approximately 3,900 MWe of safe, clean, reliable, and cost-effective baseload power
for an additional 20 years. BFN license renewal is a key component of meeting TVA's goal of a
net-zero carbon emissions generating system by 2050.

TVA must decide whether to submit a SLR Application to the NRC to extend the operating
licenses of the three units for an additional 20 years beyond their current license terms. TVA is
preparing an SEIS to inform TVA decision-makers and the public about the environmental
consequences of the proposed action.

Proposed Alternatives

Several alternatives will be analyzed in addition to the continuing operation of BFN by license
renewal for the generating capacity and energy needed to provide approximately 3,900 MWe of
base load power between 2033 and 2053. Potential options for meeting TVA'’s purpose and
need include the range of supply-side and demand-side actions identified in TVA’s Integrated
Resource Plan. While development of alternatives is a continuing process, preliminary internal
scoping by TVA has identified the following four possible alternatives,

x Alternative A: No Action — TVA would not submit an application to NRC for SLR. The
existing licenses would expire in 2033, 2034, and 2036 and TVA would begin the
process of evaluating and planning for the necessary decommissioning of all three BFN
units. The 3,900 MWe baseload generation would no longer produced by BFN.

x Alternative B: BFN NRC Subsequent License Renewal — TVA would submit a SLR
Application to NRC for renewal of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 licenses until 2053, 2054, and
2056 respectively.

x Alternative C: Use of Existing Generating Assets — TVA would cease operations at
BFN, and BFN’s generating baseload electricity would be replaced using existing
generating assets, including natural gas, coal, hydro, nuclear, and storage.

x Alternative D: Use of Existing and Construction of New Generating Assets - TVA
would cease operations at BFN, and BFN'’s generating baseload electricity would be
replaced using a mix of existing and newly constructed generating assets, including
solar, natural gas, nuclear, battery and hydro storage, etc.

Environmental Review Process

NEPA requires the identification and analysis of potential environmental effects of proposed
federal actions and alternatives before those actions take place. The NEPA review process is
intended to help federal agencies make decisions that are based on an understanding of the
action’s environmental impacts and, if necessary, to take actions that protect, restore, and
enhance the environment. NEPA also requires that federal agencies provide opportunities for
public involvement in the decision-making process.

TVA is initiating the preparation of this SEIS to assess the environmental impacts of the
proposed action and a reasonable range of alternatives. An EIS is the most intense level of
NEPA review. A supplement is prepared to update a previous EIS; in this case the 2002 SEIS
for BFN License Renewal. During the completion of this SEIS, the public and environmental and
permitting agencies will have opportunities to provide input on the development of the
environmental review. After considering input from the scoping period, TVA will develop and
publish a Draft SEIS that will be provided to the public and intergovernmental agencies for
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additional comment. During the Draft SEIS public comment period, TVA plans to conduct a
public meeting. TVA will consider all the comments received during the public review of the
Draft SEIS, make revisions as appropriate, and publish a Final SEIS stating a preferred
alternative. Subsequently, TVA will publish a Record of Decision documenting its final decision
regarding the proposed action.

TVA estimates that the Draft SEIS will be published in Fall 2022, the Final SEIS would be
published in Early 2023, and a final decision would be made in Spring 2023.

Public Outreach During Scoping Period
The purpose of the scoping period is to present TVA’s project objectives and initial alternatives
for input from the public and interested stakeholders.

On June 1, 2021, TVA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register announcing
plans to prepare a SEIS to address the potential environmental effects associated with
extending the operation of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 for an additional 20 years (see Appendix A).
The NOI initiated a 30-day public scoping period, which concluded on July 1, 2021. In addition
to the NOI in the Federal Register, TVA published notices regarding this effort in two local
newspapers: The Decatur Daily which serves the Decatur and the Tennessee Valley in northern
Alabama and the News Courier which serves Limestone County. TVA also issued a nhews
release to media and posted the news release on the TVA Web site (See Appendix B).

To accommodate social distancing guidelines and public health recommendations related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, TVA created a virtual meeting room that was available for the duration of
the scoping period. The URL link to the virtual meeting room was included in the NOI and can
be accessed through TVA's website (https://www.tva.com/environment/environmental-
stewardship/environmental-reviews/nepa-detail/browns-ferry-nuclear-plant-subsequent-license-
renewal) through the completion of the EIS process. The virtual scoping meeting room contains
information on the NEPA process and the proposed action, as well as links to TVA and NRC
websites related to the project. The virtual scoping meeting room also allows the public to
submit a comment or feedback on the project during open comment periods (scoping and draft
SEIS review). Posterboards and screenshots from the virtual scoping meeting room are
included in Appendix C.

Summary of Public Scoping Feedback

TVA received a total of 23 comments regarding the SLR of BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 from five
commenters. Of the five comment submissions, two were from federal entities (U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency [USEPA] and U.S. Geological Survey [USGS]) and three were
from members of the public. Nine of the 23 comments received were in regard to safety and
aging infrastructure. The remaining comments received pertained to alternatives, general
environmental concerns, air quality, water quality and stormwater, wetlands and streams, waste
disposal, climate, and environmental justice. The comments related to TVA’s proposed action
are provided below. Original comment submissions are included in Appendix D.

Public Scoping Comments

Safety and Aging Infrastructure

Comment 1: There is no evidence these installations will remain safe for an additional 20 years.
| ask that all systems be thoroughly inspected and investigated before these extensions are
considered and the results made public. (Commenter: Steve Sondheim)
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Comment 2 : Commenters noted the collapse of the Surfside, Florida condo building as an
example that older structures are vulnerable to a variety of aging factors. Aging, stressed
components are more likely to fail the longer they are in service. A link to an article was
included. (Commenters: Steven Sondheim and Don Safer)

Comment 3: The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement should reevaluate
fundamental assumptions of safety that have been used to justify previous SLRs of other
nuclear power reactors in the US. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 4: The SEIS should include the effects of a catastrophic accident and massive
radiation release at one or more of these aging reactors that were designed to operate for 40
years. Extending operation to 80 years demands an exhaustive study of the aging management.
The longer these reactors run, the greater the risk of a devastating accident. (Commenter: Don
Safer)

Comment 5: The Browns Ferry reactors are Fukushima style GE Mark 1 reactors, a design that
has a long, controversial history, with many questioning the lack of robustness in the
containment system and foreshadowing the three reactor melt-downs, hydrogen explosions,
resulting containment breeches, and release of massive amounts of radiation at Fukushima.
Links to four articles were included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 6: The Browns Ferry reactors have a history of mechanical problems and other
issues resulting in six separate shut-downs of longer than a year including the longest shutdown
of any US reactor (Unit 1 from 1985 to 2007) and the second and third longest shutdowns (Unit
3 from 1985 to 1995 and Unit 2 from 1984 to 1991). In 2011 they received one of only 4 “Red
finding” safety warnings from the NRC for extended safety performance deficiencies. Safety
concerns have plagued these reactors throughout their lives. Links to three articles were
included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 7: The BFN spent fuel pools locations are over 40 feet off the ground and with only
sheet metal roofing overhead and these pools contain an enormous amount of deadly radiation.
The SEIS should consider deficiencies in the BFN spent fuel pools and the environmental
effects of a failure of one or more of these pools and the resulting release of radiation. Links to
three articles were included to support this comment. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Comment 8: The commenter states that “reasonable assurance” of reactor safety during the
proposed SLR period is far from certain. The safety of this license extension is wholly unproven.
The NRC and the nuclear reactor operators have taken a “don’t look, don't want to know”
approach to verification of continued integrity of inner reactor critical components that are
subject to the intense conditions in a nuclear reactor (heat, neutron bombardment, pressure,
extreme temperature swings in SCRAM events, etc.). The commenter also provided a quote
from former NRC Commissioner Victor Gilinsky and the link to the story from which the
comment was taken, noting the absence of validity of the NRC’s SLR process. (Commenter:
Don Safer)

Comment 9: The commenter stated that SEIS should consider the wide range of critical
knowledge gaps in the age-related material degradation process in General Electric Mark 1
boiler water reactors and the management of that degradation over 60 or 80 years. The SEIS
should also provide an evidence basis on materials safety and systems reliability to make
informed, scientifically qualified decisions in regulatory review of longer license extensions of
nuclear power plants. Harvesting and material testing of nuclear plant components and
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compiling an evidence basis to assess age-related degradation management are necessary for
“reasonable assurance,” which is an explicit NRC requirement for license extension. The
commenter provided a link to a Department of Energy Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
(PNNL) Technical Letter Report published in December 2017 in which PNNL was instructed to
identify knowledge gaps and recommended harvestings and analysis of materials in
decommissioning. He noted that a revised report (PNLL-27120, Rev. 1) was republished in April
2019 having removed scores of references to critical knowledge gaps and recommendations to
require decommissioning harvesting and analysis for reasonable assurance in NRC safety and
environmental review and approval process of license extension applications. Without
scientifically founded “reasonable assurance,” the NRC lacks a legal basis for granting
Subsequent License Renewal. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Alternatives
Comment 10: Nuclear power is not needed if renewable energy is adequately deployed by
2035-40. (Commenter: Steven Sondheim)

Comment 11: The No Action Alternative (A) should be chosen, and a new process started that
focuses on alternative (E): Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity with Renewable Energy
Sources. TVA should bring on board renewables, energy efficiency and additional storage with
urgency. Renewable energy is the fastest growing energy resource in the world and the United
States. The commenter provide links to two articles. (Commenter Don Safer)

General Environment al Concerns

Comment 12: The SEIS should comprehensively cover all conceivable environmental impacts
of continued operation of the BFN reactors. It should consider the fundamental environmental,
health and environmental justice problems inherent in nuclear power at every step in the nuclear
fuel chain: uranium mining, milling, fuel fabrication, operations, radioactive waste, and
decommissioning. (Commenter: Don Safer)

Air Quality
Comment 13: Limestone County is in attainment with the Clean Air Act National Ambient Air
Quality Standard. (Commenter: USEPA)

Water Quality and Stormwat er

Comment 14: Based on NEPA, the proposed project may be located within a mile of an
impaired stream Round Island Creek/Round Island Creek (Wheeler Lake). TVA should consider
implementing best management practices during maintenance for areas greater than one acre
per the Clean Water Act’'s (CWA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for
stormwater, where applicable, to ensure that water quality impairments are not exacerbated.
(Commenter: USEPA)

Wetlands and Streams

Comment 15: The EPA recommends that TVA collaborate with Alabama Department of
Environmental Management (ADEM) and US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to determine
any potential impacts from the hydraulic and hydrological design associated with thermal
discharges to the Tennessee River that may impact terrestrial and/or aquatic species, including
both flora and fauna. TVA in collaboration with USACE may wish to include CWA Section
404(b)(1) documents in the SEIS to support any wetland and stream mitigation decisions and to
help ADEM evaluate potential stream impact requirements for the CWA Section 401 Water
Quiality permit. Providing adequate wetland and stream information within the NEPA process
can help to streamline the final environmental review and permitting processes for these




BFN SLR SEIS Public Scoping Report

resources. According to NEPAssist, there are five approved mitigation or conservations banks in
the facility vicinity - Flint River Mitigation Bank Phase | (1042), Wheeler Pointe Mitigation Bank
(1044). ADOT Town Creek (1198) and ADOT Crow Creek (1199) and Robinson Spring
Mitigation Bank (930) should mitigation be required. (Commenter: USEPA)

Waste Disposal

Comment 16: The SEIS should indicate if there will be any changes in the generation of waste
including low-level radioactive waste, mixed low-level radioactive waste, transuranic waste, and
hazardous and Toxic Substance Control Act wastes over the life of the program. The SEIS
should indicate where TVA will send the spent nuclear fuel and spent fuel debris for storage
pending long-term disposal options. (Commenter: USEPA)

Climate

Comment 17: Climate change may impact the proposed project, posing threats to aging
infrastructure, worker health and safety and the environment. We recommend that the SEIS
include an evaluation of climate-related impacts including discussions of frequency and severity
of major storm events, wildfires, or drought that could lead to power disruptions or increased
cooling demands in summer months. Efforts that TVA is taking at BFNP to address and adapt to
potential climate impacts should be discussed in the SEIS. (Commenter: USEPA)

Comment 18: [The SEIS] should consider the growing threats to nuclear power reactor
operation and safety posed by the ever-growing effects of climate change. (Commenter: Don
Safer)

Environmental Justice

Comment 19: The SEIS should include an analysis that is consistent with the Environmental
Justice (EJ) Executive Order (EO) 12898. The analysis should indicate whether minority, low
income or other overburdened populations reside within the vicinity of the proposed project
area. If so, the EPA recommends that the communities with EJ concerns should be
meaningfully involved throughout the decision-making process to help identify potential benefits
and burdens associated with relicensing and permitting decisions. Adaptive and innovative
approaches to both public outreach and community involvement regarding project issues should
take place during the project planning. It would also be helpful to include a current map
depicting the population demographics near the BFNP facility. EPA’'s EJSCREEN can be used a
preliminary screen to help identify potential issues. (Commenter: USEPA)

General Comments
Comment 20: The USGS has no comment at this time. Thank you. (Commenter: USGS)

Comment 21: Renew the licenses. Keep the plant running. We need it. (Commenter: Jack
Keeling)

Comment 22: | highly object to the extension of licenses to the Browns Ferry Nuclear Power
reactors from 60-80 years which is 40 years beyond the original license. (Commenter: Steven
Sondheim)

Comment 23: The subsequent license renewal (SLR) of the three Browns Ferry (BFN)
Reactors should be rejected. (Commenter: Don Safer)
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e 20 CFR 404.1740(b)(8) and
416.1540(b)(8)—This regulatory section
requires representatives to disclose to
SSA whether the representative is or has
been disqualified from participating in
or appearing before any Federal program
or agency, including instances in which
a Federal program or agency took
administrative action to disqualify the
representative in lieu of disciplinary
proceedings. If the disqualification
occurs after the appointment of the
representative, the representative will
immediately disclose the
disqualification to SSA; and;

e 20 CFR 404.1740(b)(9) and
416.1540(b)(9)—This regulatory section
requires representatives to disclose to
SSA whether the representative has
been removed from practice or
suspended by a professional licensing
authority for reasons that reflect on the
representative’s character, integrity,
judgment, reliability, or fitness to serve
as a fiduciary. If the removal or
suspension occurs after the appointment
of the representative, the representative
will immediately disclose the removal
or suspension to SSA.

A representative’s obligation to report
these events is ongoing, and SSA
requires representatives to report any
time one or more of these events occurs.
We consider this information essential
to ensure the integrity of our
administrative process and to safeguard
the rights of all claimants. SSA requires
representatives to notify SSA in writing,
but there is no prescribed format for
these reports. The respondents are
individuals appointed to represent
claimants before SSA.

Type of Request: Extension of an
OMB-approved information collection.

\ f . Ar\gzrage Estimated uf&'ﬁﬁ%%. Total annual
. " umber of requency burden per annual opportunity
Regulation section respondents of response response burden h%t:;l(};u(;gst cost
(minutes) (hours) (dollars) * (dollars)
404.1740(b)(5)/416.1540(b)(5) 43,600 1 5 3,633 *$26.45 ** $96,093
404.1740(b)(6)/416.1540(b)(6) 2 1 5 0 *69.86 b 2)
404.1740(b)(7)/416.1540(b)(7) 50 1 5 4 *69.86 279
404.1740(b)(8)/416.1540(b)(8) 10 1 5 1 *69.86 70
404.170(b)(9)/416.1540(b)(9) ..veveveveneeee. 10 1 5 1 *69.86 *70
TORAIS: s i s 83,672 | iy Vassaiaiaisa B:639 | cronenninas 96,512

*We based this figure on average hourly wages for paralegals/legal assistants and lawyers as posted by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

(https//www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes nat.htm).

**These figures do not represent actual costs that SSA is imposing on representatives to complete the required disclosures; rather, these are
theoretical opportunity costs for the additional time representatives or their employees and associates will spend to complete the required disclo-
sures. There is no actual charge to representatives to complete the required disclosures.

Dated: May 25, 2021.
Naomi Sipple,

Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.

[FR Doc. 202111421 Filed 5-28-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4191-02-P

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement—Browns Ferry Nuclear Site
Subsequent License Renewal

AGENCY: Tennessee Valley Authority.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) intends to prepare a
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) to address the
potential environmental effects
associated with obtaining subsequent
license renewals (SLR) for the Browns
Ferry Nuclear Plant (BFN) Units 1, 2,
and 3 located in Limestone County,
Alabama. Renewal of the operating
licenses would allow the plant to
continue to operate for an additional 20
years beyond the current operating
licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034,
and 2036 for Units 1, 2, and 3,
respectively. TVA plans to evaluate a
variety of alternatives including a no-
action alternative. Public comments are

invited to identify other potential
alternatives, relevant information, and
analysis related to the proposed action.
DATES: The public scoping period begins
with the publication of this Notice in
the Federal Register and comments on
the scope of the SEIS must be received
or postmarked by July 1, 2021. To
accommodate social distancing
guidelines and public health
recommendations related to the COVID—
19 pandemic, TVA will have a virtual
meeting room available for the duration
of the scoping period. Visit https://
www.tva.com/nepa to obtain more
information.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted in writing to J. Taylor Cates,
NEPA Specialist, 1101 Market Street, BR
2C-C, Chattanooga, TN 37402.
Comments may also be submitted online
at: https://www.tva.com/nepa or by
email to nepa@tva.gov. Due to COVID-
19 teleworking restrictions, electronic
submission of comments is encouraged
to ensure timely review and
consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Other related questions should be sent
to Tennessee Valley Authority, J. Taylor
Cates, NEPA Specialist, 1101 Market
Street, BR 2C-C, Chattanooga, TN
37402, or 423-751-2732/jtcates@
tva.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
Notice is provided in accordance with
the Council on Environmental Quality’s
(CEQ) regulations for implementing the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) at 40 CFR parts 1500-1508 and
Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), and its
implementing regulations (36 CFR part
800). The SEIS will be prepared
consistent with the 2020 CEQ
regulations for implementing NEPA at
40 CFR parts 1500-1508 (85 FR 43304—
43376, Jul. 16, 2020). The regulations of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) in 10 CFR part 54 set forth the
applicable license extension
requirements.

TVA Power System

TVA is a corporate agency and
instrumentality of the United States,
created by and existing pursuant to the
TVA Act of 1933 (16 U.S.C. part 831),
and created to, among other things,
foster the social and economic welfare
of the people of the Tennessee Valley
region and promote the proper use and
conservation of the Valley’s natural
resources. TVA generates and
distributes electricity for business
customers and local power distributors,
serving more than 10 million people in
parts of seven southeastern states. TVA
is fully self-financed without Federal
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appropriations, and funds virtually all
operations through electricity sales and
power system bond financing. In
addition to operating and investing its
revenues in its electric system, TVA
provides flood control, navigation and
management for the Tennessee River
system, and assists local power
companies and state and local
governments with economic
development efforts.

Dependable electrical capacity on the
TVA power system is about 33,000
Mega Watts Electric (MWe). TVA's
current generating assets include one
pumped-storage facility, one diesel
generator site, three nuclear plants, five
coal plants, nine combustion turbine
plants, eight combined cycle plants, 14
solar energy sites, 29 hydroelectric
dams, and several small renewable
generating facilities. A portion of
delivered power is obtained through
long-term power purchase agreements.
About 13 percent of TVA's annual
generation is from hydro; 14 percent is
from coal; 27 percent is from natural
gas; 41 percent is from nuclear; and the
remainder is from wind and solar. TVA
also gains available capacity through its
energy efficiency programs. TVA
transmits electricity from these facilities
over almost 16,000 miles of
transmission lines. Like other utility
systems, TVA has power interchange
agreements with utilities surrounding
the Tennessee Valley region, and
routinely buys and sells power.

Background

TVA operates BFN Units 1, 2, and 3
in Limestone County, Alabama. BFN is
located on an 840-acre tract on the north
shore of Wheeler Reservoir at Tennessee
River Mile (TRM) 294, approximately 10
miles northwest of Decatur, Alabama,
and 10 miles southwest of Athens,
Alabama. BFN consists of three General
Electric boiling water reactors (BWRS)
and associated turbine generators that
collectively supply approximately 3,900
MWe of electric power to the TVA
transmission and distribution system.

In March 2002 and June 2002, TVA
issued a Final SEIS (FSEIS) and a
Record of Decision (ROD) for the
operating license renewal of BFN. TVA
submitted a License Renewal
Application (LRA) to the NRC in
December 2003 for a 20-year renewal of
the operating licenses for each BFN
unit. The environmental conclusions of
the NRC FSEIS did not differ from the
TVA FSEIS conclusions, and the NRC
issued Supplement 21 regarding Browns
Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, and 3, to
the Generic EIS (GEIS) for License
Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG—
1437) in June 2005. The NRC issued

operating license renewals for Units 1,
2, and 3 in May 2006, allowing
continued operation of the three BFN
units until 2033, 2034, and 2036,
respectively.

In September 2015, TVA submitted a
license amendment request (LAR) for
extended power uprate (EPU) of all
three units. The NRC issued a draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) and
Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) in the Federal Register on
December 1, 2016 for public comment.
On May 22, 2017 the NRC issued the
Final EA and FONSI related to the EPU
license amendment.

Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed action is
to help provide continued generation of
baseload power between 2033 and 2053
by obtaining license renewals to operate
BFN Units 1, 2, and 3. BFN is
considered baseload power because the
plant generally runs at close to
maximum output. BFN'’s current
baseload generation supports future
forecasted baseload power needs, as
outlined in TVA’s 2019 Integrated
Resource Plan (IRP), by helping to
maintain grid stability and generating
capacity for TVA’s generation portfolio
mix. As an integral part of TVA's
current generation portfolio, in 2020,
BFN produced approximately 20
percent of TVA's average generation
capacity. Renewal of the current
operating licenses would allow BFN to
continue supplying approximately 3,900
MWe capacity of baseload power.

TVA needs to generate sufficient
electricity to supply the Tennessee
Valley with increasingly clean, reliable,
and affordable electricity for the
foreseeable future for the region’s homes
and businesses, working with local
power companies to keep service steady
and reliable. By renewing the licenses,
TVA would maximize use of existing
assets to support TVA's goals of
generating electricity at the lowest
feasible cost for the people of the
Tennessee Valley. BFN'’s carbon-free
generating capacity supports TVA's goal
of a net-zero carbon emissions
generating system by 2050.

Preliminary Proposed Action and
Alternatives

TVA proposes to submit a Subsequent
LRA (SLRA) to the NRC requesting
renewal of BFN operating licenses.
Renewal of the current operating
licenses would permit operation for an
additional 20 years past the current
operating license terms, which expire in
2033, 2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2, and
3, respectively. This SEIS is being
prepared to provide the public and TVA

decision-makers an assessment of the
environmental impacts of renewing BFN
Unit 1, 2, and 3 operations, as well as
provide the public an opportunity to
participate in the SEIS process. License
renewal does not require any new
construction or modifications beyond
normal maintenance and minor
refurbishment. However, there are other
proposed projects not directly related to
SLR that are connected to, or could
affect, license renewal.

The SEIS proposes to address a range
of alternatives (A-D) including: (A) The
No-Action Alternative; (B) BFN
Subsequent License Renewal; (C) Use of
Existing Generating Assets; and (D) Use
of Existing and Construction of New
Generating Assets. Two additional
alternatives, (E) Replacement of BFN
Generating Capacity Entirely with
Renewable Energy Sources and (F)
Replacement of BFN Generating
Capacity Entirely with Purchase Power,
were considered but eliminated.

Anticipated Environmental Impacts

The SEIS will include a detailed
evaluation of the environmental, social,
and economic impacts associated with
implementation of the proposed action.
Resource areas to be addressed in the
SEIS include, but are not limited to: Air
quality; aquatics; botany; climate
change; cultural resources; emergency
planning; floodplains; geology and
groundwater; hydrothermal; land use;
navigation; noise and vibration;
radiological safety; soil erosion and
surface water; socioeconomics and
environmental justice; threatened and
endangered species; transportation;
visual; waste; water use; wetlands; and
wildlife. Measures to avoid, minimize,
and mitigate adverse effects will be
identified and evaluated in the SEIS.

In preparing this SEIS, TVA will
consider the analysis within the NRC’s
Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of
Nuclear Plants (NUREG-1437, Revision
1), where the NRC generically
considered the environmental effects of
renewing nuclear power plant operating
licenses for a 20-year period (results are
codified in 10 CFR part 51). The GEIS
identified 78 environmental issues and
reached generic conclusions on
environmental impacts for 59 of those
issues that apply to all plants or to
plants with specific design or site
characteristics. The GEIS’ generic
assessment is relevant to the assessment
of impacts of the proposed action at
BFN. Generic information from the NRC
GEIS that is related to the current
assessment would be incorporated by
reference, generally following the tiering
process described in 40 CFR 1501.11,
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with the SEIS providing a more narrow
analysis relevant to the specific aspects
of this proposed project. Additional
plant-specific review would be

conducted for impacts not covered by

the GEIS and which are encompassed by
the range of resource issue areas
identified above.

Anticipated Permits and Other
Authorizations

TVA anticipates consulting with the
required authorities including, but not
limited to: The Endangered Species Act;
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act;
Rare Species Protection and
Conservation Act; National Historic
Preservation Act; Clean Air Act; and
Federal Clean Water Act.

TVA anticipates seeking required
permits or authorizations as
appropriate, from the following
governmental entities: The Nuclear
Regulatory Commission; US Army
Corps of Engineers; US Coast Guard; US
Environmental Protection Agency;
Alabama Department of Environment
and Conservation; US Fish and Wildlife
Service; Alabama State Historic
Preservation Officer; and Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers. This is not an
exhaustive list, other permits or
authorizations may be sought as
required or appropriate.

Public Participation and Scoping
Process

TVA seeks comment and participation
from all interested parties for the
proposed action, including, but not
limited to, assisting TVA in determining
the scope of issues for analysis in the
SEIS. Information about this project is
available at https://www.tva.com/nepa,
which includes a link to an online
public comment page. TVA invites the
public to identify other alternatives, and
analysis relevant to the proposed action.
Comments must be received or
postmarked no later than July 1, 2021.
Federal, state, local agencies, and Native
American Tribes are also invited to
provide comments.

Please note that any comments
received, including names and
addresses, will become part of the
project administrative record and will
be available for public inspection.

To accommodate social distancing
guidelines and public health
recommendations related to the COVID—
19 pandemic, TVA will have a virtual
meeting room available for the duration
of the scoping period that includes a
range of information on the proposed
action. Visit https://www.tva.com/nepa
to obtain more information about the
virtual open house.

SEIS Preparation and Schedule

TVA will consider comments received
during the scoping period and develop
a scoping report which will be
published at https://www.tva.com/nepa.
The scoping report will summarize
public and agency comments that were
received and identify the projected
schedule for completing the SEIS
process. Following completion of the
environmental analysis for SLR, TVA
will post a Draft SEIS for public review
and comment on the project web page.
TVA anticipates holding a public open
house, which may be virtual, after
releasing the Draft SEIS. Open house
details will be posted on TVA'’s website
in conjunction with the Draft SEIS. TVA
expects to release the Draft SEIS in mid-
2022.

TVA will consider comments received
on the Draft SEIS, as well as cost,
engineering, risk and other applicable
evaluations before selecting one or more
alternatives as preferred in the Final
SEIS. TVA projects completing a Final
SEIS in early 2023. A final
determination on proceeding with the
preferred alternative will be
documented in a ROD.

Authority: 40 CFR 1501.9.

Rebecca Tolene,

Vice President, Environment.

[FR Doc. 2021-11557 Filed 5-28-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8120-08—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Intent To Release Certain
Properties From All Terms, Conditions,
Reservations and Restrictions of a
Quitclaim Deed Agreement Between
City of Tallahassee and the Federal
Aviation Administration for the
Tallahassee International Airport,
Tallahassee, FL

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Request for public comment.

SUMMARY: The FAA hereby provides
notice of intent to release certain airport
properties 44.66 acres at the Tallahassee
International Airport, Tallahassee, FL
from the conditions, reservations, and
restrictions as contained in a Quitclaim
Deed agreement between the FAA and
the City of Tallahassee, dated March 14,
1990. The release of property will allow
the City of Tallahassee to dispose of the
property for non-aeronautical purposes.
The City of Tallahassee requests the
release of a 44.66 acre tract located
along Capital Circle SW in Tallahassee,

Florida to facilitate the widening of
State Road 263 for municipal
development. This capital improvement
project is funded by the Florida
Department of Transportation. The
parcel is currently designated as
aeronautical property. The property will
be released of its federal obligations
given the land is no longer required by
The City of Tallahassee. The Fair Market
Value (FMV) of this parcel has been
determined to be $2,020,050.00.

Documents reflecting the Sponsor’'s
request are available, by appointment
only, for inspection at the Tallahassee
International Airport and the FAA
Airports District Office.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION :

Section 125 of The Wendell H. Ford
Aviation Investment and Reform Act for
the 21st Century (AIR-21) requires the
FAA to provide an opportunity for
public notice and comment prior to the
“waiver” or “modification” of a
sponsor’s Federal obligation to use
certain airport land for non-aeronautical
purposes.

DATES: Comments are due on or before
July 1, 2021.

ADDRESSES: Documents are available for
review at the Tallahassee International
Airport, 3300 Capital Circle SW, Suite
One, Tallahassee, FL 32310-8732 and
the FAA Airports District Office, 8427
SouthPark Circle, Suite 524, Orlando,
FL 32819-9058. Written comments on
the Sponsor’s request must be delivered
or mailed to: Stephen Wilson, Program
Manager, Orlando Airports District
Office, 8427 South Park Circle, Suite
524, Orlando, FL 32819-9058.

In addition, a copy of any comments
submitted to the FAA must be mailed or
delivered to Mr. Eric Houge, Airport
Engineer, Tallahassee International
Airport, 3300 Capital Circle SW, Suite
One, Tallahassee, FL 32310-8732.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephen Wilson, Program Manager,
(407) 487-7229, Orlando Airports
District Office, 8427 SouthPark Circle,
Suite 524, Orlando, FL 32819-9058.

Issued in Orlando, FL on May 26, 2021.
Bartholomew Vernace,
Manager, Orlando Airports District Office,
Southern Region.

Revision Date 11/22/00.
[FR Doc. 202111435 Filed 5-28-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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Free beer, other

new incentives
for Biden’s

‘vaccine

By Zeke Miller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON Dan
gling everything from
sports tickets to a free
beer, President Joe Biden
is looking for that extra
something anything

that will get people to
roll up their sleeves for
COVID 19 shots when the
promise of a life saving
vaccine by itself hasn’t
been enough.

Biden on Wednesday
announced a “month
of action” to urge more
Americans to get vac
cinated before the July 4
holiday, including an early
summer sprint of incen
tives and a slew of new
steps to ease barriers and
make getting shots more
appealing to those who
haven’t received them.
He is closing in on his goal
of getting 70% of adults
at least partially vacci
nated by Independence
Day essential tohis aim
of returning the nation to
something approaching
apre pandemic sense of
normality this summer.

“The more people we
get vaccinated, the more
success we're going to
have in the fight against
this virus,” Biden said
from the White House. He
predicted that with more
vaccinations, America
will soon experience “a
summer of freedom, a
summer of joy, a summer
of get togethers and cele
brations. AnAll American
summer.”

The Biden adminis
tration views June as
“a critical month in our
path to normal,” Court
ney Rowe, the director of
strategic communications
and engagement for the
White House COVID 19
response team, told the
AP,

Biden’s plan will con
tinue to use public and
private sector part
nerships, mirroring the
“whole of government”
effort he deployed to make
vaccines more widely
available after he took
office. The president said
he was “pulling out all the
stops” to drive up the vac
cination rate.

Among those efforts is
a promotional giveaway
announced Wednesday by
Anheuser Busch, saying
it will “buy Americans
21+ around of beer” once
Biden’s 70% goal is met.

“Get a shot and have a
beer,” Biden said, adver
tising the promotion even
though he himself refrains
from drinking alcohol.

Additionally, the
White House is partner
ing with early childhood
centers such as Kinder
Care, Learning Care
Group, Bright Hori
zons and more than 500
YMCAs to provide free
childcare coverage for
Americans looking for
shots or needing assis
tance while recovering
from side effects.

The administration is
also launching a new part
nership to bring vaccine
education and even doses
to more than a thousand
Black owned barbershops
and beauty salons, build
ing on a successful pilot
program in Maryland.

They’re the latest vac
cine sweeteners, building
on other incentives like
cash giveaways, sports
tickets and paid leave,
to keep up the pace of
vaccinations.

“The fact remains that
despite all the progress,
those who are unvacci
nated still remain at risk
of getting seriously ill or
dying or spreading the
disease to others,” said
Rowe.

Aiming to make

] t,
pr— injections
: even more
convenient,
Biden is
announcing
that many
pharmacies
are extend
ing their hours this month
and thousands will
remain open overnight on
Fridays. The White House
is also stepping up its
efforts to help employers
run on site vaccination
clinics.

Biden will also announce
that he is assigning Vice
President Kamala Harris
to lead a “We Can Do
This” vaccination tour
to encourage shots. It
will include first lady Jill
Biden, second gentleman
Doug Emhoff and Cabinet
officials. Harris’ travel
will be focused on the
South, where vaccination
rates are among the lowest
in the country, while other
officials will travel to areas
of the Midwest with below
average rates.

To date 62.9% of the
adult U.S. population
have received at least
one dose of a COVID 19
vaccine and 133.9 million
are fully vaccinated. The
rate of new vaccinations
has slowed to an average
below 555,000 per day,
down from more than
800,000 when incen
tives like lotteries were
announced, and down
from a peak of nearly 2
million per day in early
April when demand for
shots was much higher.

Thelengths to which the
U.S. is resorting to con
vince Americans to take a
shot stands in contrast to
much of the world, where
vaccines are far less plen
tiful. Facing a mounting
U.S. surplus, the Biden
administration is planning
to begin sharing 80 million
doses with the world this
month.

“All over the world
people are desperateto get
ashotthatevery American
can get at their neighbor
hood drugstore,” Biden
said.

Thanks to the vaccina
tions, the rate of cases
and deaths in the U.S. are
at their lowest since the
beginning of the pandemic
last March, averaging
under 16,000 new cases
and under 400 deaths per
day.

As part of the effort to
drive Americans to get
shots, the White House
is borrowing some tools
from political campaigns,
including phone banks,
door knocking and tex
ting. The administration
says more than 1,000
such events will be held
this weekend alone. Addi
tionally, it is organizing
competitions between
cities and colleges to drive
up vaccination rates.

Other new incentives
include a $2 million com
mitment from DoorDash
to provide gift cards to
community health centers
to be used to drive people
to get vaccinated. CVS
launched a sweepstakes
with prizes including free
cruises and Super Bowl
tickets. Major League
Baseball will host on site
vaccine clinics and ticket
giveaways at games. And
Kroger will give $1 million
to a vaccinated person
each week this month and
dozens of people free gro
ceries for the year.

The fine print on the
Anheuser Busch promo
tion reveals the benefits to
the sponsoring company,
which will collect con
sumer data and photos
throughits website toreg
ister for the $5 giveaway.
The company says it will
hand out credits to how
ever many people qualify.

GOVID-19

From Page Al

appear effective against
worrisome virus mutants,
at least for now.

Scientists do not yet
know what’s called the
correlate of protection,
the level below which
antibodies cannot fend
off the coronavirus with
out additional help.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
U.S. government’s leading
infectious disease expert,
told a Senate subcommit
tee last week that vaccine
protection would not be
infinite.

“I would imagine we
will need, at some time,
a booster,” Fauci said.
“What we're figuring out
right now is what that
interval is going to be.”

To date, 62.8% of the
adult U.S. population
has received at least one
dose of a COVID 19 vac
cine and 133.6 million, or
more than 40 percent,
are full vaccinated. The
rate of new vaccinations
has slowed to an average
below 600,000 per day,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention. That’s closing
inon President Joe Biden’s
goal of 70% with at least
one inoculation by July 4.

Infections and deaths
continue to fall. The
nation’s seven day aver
age for daily new cases
fell to less than 17,300 on
Tuesday, down from more
than 31,000 two weeks
ago. Daily deaths declined
to 588, down from 605,
according to data from
Johns Hopkins University.
In all, the virus has killed
more than 595,000 people
inthe U.S.

So called long lived
plasma cells are one of the
body’s backups. Immu
nologist Ali Ellebedy at
Washington University
in St. Louis found that
nearly a year after people
recovered from mild
COVID 19, those plasma
cells had migrated to the
bone marrow where they
were continuing to secrete

Cole Smith receives a Moderna variant vaccine shot from clinical research nurse Tigisty Girmay on
March 31 at Emory University’s Hope Clinic in Decatur, Ga. [AP PHOTO/BEN GRAY, FILE]

antibodies. That’s why
although antibodies do
diminish with time, they
have not disappeared.

Now Ellebedy is hunting
for the same cells in vac
cine recipients, and while
the researchisn’t finished,
he’s finding hints that
they're forming.

An even more important
backup system comes in
the form of memory B
cells. If existing antibod
ies are not enough to stop
the coronavirus, memory
Bcells are poised to churn
out large numbers of
new antibodies, Ellebedy
explained. Numer
ous studies have found
those memory cells after
COVID 19 vaccination.

And if the virus makes
it past those defenses, yet
another immune branch

the memory T cells

jumps in to eliminate
infected cells and prevent
severe illness.

With different coro
naviruses that cause
common colds, people
tend to get re infected
every two to five years,
Wherry noted.

Based onnatural immu
nity against those related
viruses, “we are sort of
expecting our immunity
may decline,” he said.
“But we don’t know. For
these mRNA vaccines, we
may be doing better than

nature, better than anatu
ral infection.”

So far, health authori
ties agree that the most
common COVID 19
vaccines in the U.S. and
Europe protect against
the virus mutations that
are currently circulating,
though not as strongly
as they guard against the
original virus.

Why? The vaccines
mimic the protein that
covers the outer surface
of the coronavirus, and
only certain spots of that
protein are mutating, said
FDA vaccine chief Dr.
Peter Marks. The mRNA
vaccines in particular
make antibody levels sky
rocket after the second
dose. Those levels are so
high that they offer some
protection even when the
vaccine and the variant are
not aperfect match.

With so many people
still unvaccinated, oppor
tunities abound for more
mutations to occur. The
biggest sign that a booster
might be necessary would
be a jump in COVID 19
cases in fully vaccinated
people, especially severe
illnesses and especially if
the infections are caused
by a new variant.

To get ready, people
vaccinated a year ago as
part of the first Pfizer and
Moderna vaccine trials

now are being enrolled
in studies of additional
shots eitherathird dose
of the original or versions
that have been updatedto
match a variant that first
emerged in South Africa.
Moderna says preliminary
findings are promising.
More results are due this
summer.

The National Institutes
of Health also just began
testing a system in which
patients are given a differ
ent brand of booster than
their original vaccination,
to see if it is effective.

Most of the world’s pop
ulationhas yet toreceive a
first dose. With different
countries using different
kinds of vaccines, deci
sions on booster shots
may vary widely. Already,
the United Arab Emirates
has offered a third dose to
recipients of a Chinese
made shot, the first formal
introduction of any kind of
booster.

If boosters eventually
are called for, they will
not be needed all at once
because antibodies fade
gradually rather than dis
appearing suddenly.

“Even if we require
boosters or get to the point
where we see immunity
waning a little bit, we still
are going to be far better
off than we were a year
ago,” Wherry said.

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT
SUBSEQUENT LICENSE RENEWALS

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact

Statement

On June 1, 2021, TVA released a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), under the authority of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). The SEIS will address the potential environmental effects associated with
obtaining subsequent license renewals (SLR) for the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2,
and 3 in Limestone County, Alabama from the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).
The NRC’s SLR would authorize the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant to continue operation for an
additional 20 years beyond Units 1, 2, and 3 current NRC operating licenses expiration dates
of 2033, 2034, and 20386, respectively. Public comments are invited to identify other potential

alternatives, information, and analysis relevant to the proposed action.

TVA plans to evaluate four alternatives: (A) the No-Action Alternative; (B) BFN SLR; (C) Use
of Existing Generating Assets; and (D) Use of Existing and Construction of New Generating
Assets. Two additional alternatives, (E) Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity Entirely

with Renewable Energy Sources, and (F) Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity Entirely

with Purchase Power, were considered but eliminated.

The NOI and additional information is available at https://www.tva.com/nepa. Comments
may be submitted at https://www.tva.com/nepa, via email at nepa@tva.gov, or by mail to the
address below. To be considered, comments must be submitted or postmarked no later than
July 1, 2021. Please note that any comments received, including names and addresses, will
become part of the project administrative record and will be available for public inspection.
Due to COVID-19 teleworking restrictions, electronic submission of comments is

encouraged to ensure timely review and consideration.

A virtual meeting room will be available from June 1 through July 1, 2021. A link to the virtual
meeting room and other details are available at https://www.tva.com/nepa under “Open for

Public Comment.”

For more information on the NEPA process, to request an electronic or printed copy of the

documents, or for help submitting comments, contact:

J. Taylor Cates
NEPA Specialist
jtcates@tva.gov

1101 Market St., BR 2C-C
Chattanooga, TN 37402

M
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VALLEY
AUTHORITY




NEWS COURIER

THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2021

PAGE 5A

SATURDAY

Guided nature walk
Damien Simbeck will guide a free nature walk starting 8
a.m. Saturday, June 5, at Marbut Bend Walking Trail in West
Limestone. Participants can learn about the area and the
wildlife who live there. Binoculars, comfortable walking
shoes, sun screen and insect repellent are appreciated. The
trail is handicapped-accessible.

Coffee call
The Alabama Veterans Museum & Archives' Coffee Call,
sponsored by Vietnam Veterans Chapter 511 and Lyle
Sadler, will take place 8 a.m. Saturday, June 5, at the mu-
seum'’s new facility, 114 W. Pryor St., Athens.

Family fun day
TLC Pediatrics will host a family fun day from 9 a.m. until
noon Saturday, June 5, to celebrate their one-year anniver-
sary. All invited. Games, treats, prizes and more available.

Addiction Eviction Rally
The 3rd annual Addiction Eviction Rally is set for 10:30
a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, June 5, at Swan Creek Park, 98 U.S.
31, Athens. Free meals, school supplies, hygiene bags and
food boxes available. School supply and diaper donations
accepted. Three scholarships will be awarded. More infor-
mation: Lori Masonia, 256-374-3202

Earth Day & Outdoor EXPO
Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful will host its annual Earth
Day & Outdoor EXPO from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, June
5, in Big Spring Memorial Park. Vendors will be located
throughout the park with activities for kids, earth-friendly
products, information and more. Steve Trash will perform
at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. More information:
KALB 256-233-8000; KALBCares@gmail.com

TUESDAY

Cooking contest
The Alabama Farmers Federation Women’s Committee will
accept entries for the annual Heritage Cooking Contest
10 a.m. Tuesday, June 8, at the ALFA office, 524 U.S. 72
West, Athens (across from Hobbs Jewelry). The category is
candy. Copy of recipe required with registration and entry.
Cash prizes available. Must be an ALFA member to enter.
More information: 256-233-0938

WEDNESDAY

Childcare class
Limestone County Kids and Kin will host a free child-rear-
ing class from 10 a.m. until noon Wednesday, June 9, at The
Haven, 810 N. Malone St., Athens. The class is designed
for those raising a relative's child and will focus on “Tails
and Tales, Part 1.” More information: Tammie Hill, 256-724-
2554

UPCOMING

Community

appreciation day
Women Empowering Women of Alabama and FreshWind
Church will host a community appreciation day 11 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, June 12, at 17200 Lucas Ferry Road, Athens.
Food, clothing and door prizes will be given away. All ages
welcome. More information: Janice Williams, 256-233-
5995

Mitchell reunion
Descendants of the Cross Key community’s Mitchell family
are invited to a family reunion starting 1 a.m. Saturday,
June 12, at Swan Creek Park Pavilion #3, U.S. 31in Athens.
Food will be served at noon. More information: Louis, 256-
232-7783

Beans and rice
Beans and rice will be given away 9-11 a.m. Saturday, June
19, by volunteers at Saint Timothy's Episcopal Church, 207
E. Washington St., Athens. No names taken; no ID required.
More information: 256-232-2567; sttimothy.athens@gmail.
com

Juneteenth Festival
A Juneteenth Festival will be held 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday,
June 19, on The Square in Athens. Food, vendors, live mu-
sic, art and more available. Free admission.

Childcare class
Limestone County Kids and Kin will host a free child-rear-
ing class from 10 a.m. until noon Wednesday, June 23, at
The Haven, 810 N. Malone St., Athens. The class is de-
signed for those raising a relative's child and will focus on
“Tails and Tales, Part 2."” More information: Tammie Hill,
256-724-2554

Kiddie Carnival opening
The Athens Lions Club Kiddie Carnival will start the 2021
season 6:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday, June 24, at 309 E.
Forrest St., Athens. The carnival will open at those hours
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays through July 31. Rides,
concessions and games available. Free admission to carni-
val. Ride tickets 50 cents each. More information: “Athens
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival” on Facebook

Day of Caring
Limestone County Churches Involved will host a Day of
Caring from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, June 26, at the facility
on Jefferson Street in Athens. LCCI will offer food and gen-
eral assistance to Limestone County residents, including
help with rent or utilities for those who qualify. More infor-
mation: the Rev. Thom Porter, 256-262-0671

ONGOING

Summer feeding program
Women Empowering Women of Alabama, in partnership
with FreshWind Church, is offering free meals for children
1-18 years old. Meals available 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays from Monday, June 7, until Friday, July 23.

Bill assistance
Community Action Partnership of Huntsville-Madison and
Limestone County Inc.'s LIHEAP Cooling Season will begin
June 1. Elderly and/or disabled residents and parents of
children 18 or younger who meet the income qualifications
can apply for assistance with their cooling bills. Call 256-
907-1550 to schedule an appointment. More information:
www.caa-htsval.org/services/utilities.html

Walk-in vaccine clinic
The Athens-Limestone Hospital COVID-19 vaccine clinic will
accept walk-ins for the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine on a first-
come, first-serve basis for ages 12 and older. Clinic hours
are 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Mondays through Fridays at Emmanuel
Baptist Church, 1917 U.S. 72 West, Athens. More informa-
tion: ALH COVID-19 hotline, 256-262-6188

LIMESTONE LEDGER

F'l g

New library hours
The Houston Memorial Library and Museum has extended
its hours. Patrons can now visit 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays; 10 am.-7 p.m. Tues-
days; and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on the first Saturday of each
month. Book sale room also now open. Additional changes
may be announced later. Masks and social distancing re-
quested. More information: 256-233-8770

Vaccine rides
The Limestone County NAACP is offering free rides at
12:30 and 3:30 p.m. Mondays through Fridays for those
wishing to receive their COVID-19 vaccine at the Ath-
ens-Limestone Hospital clinic. More information: 256-227-
8489; 256-216-5668

Food giveaway
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church’s food pantry will be
open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. on the third Saturday of each month at
1911 Hine St., Athens. Patrons must provide proof of at least
one of the following: eligibility to receive supplemental food
assistance (SNAP/food stamps); eligibility for Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families; eligibility to receive Supple-
mental Security Income; income at or below 130% of the
federal poverty level; or special circumstances (fire, flood,
illness, injury, etc.). Eligibility forms provided at distribution
site. Must have valid ID card or driver’s license. Only one
distribution per household while supplies last. Monetary
and food donations accepted. More information: 256-424-
5403

Used book sale
Friends of the Athens-Limestone Public Library host a used
book sale from 10:15 a.m.-2:15 p.m. each Tuesday and first
Saturday of each month at the library, 603 S. Jefferson St.,
Athens. More information: 256-232-1233

Virtual exercise class
Limestone County Council on Aging presents virtual ex-
ercise class 2-3 p.m. Mondays and Fridays via Zoom. The
classes are called S.A.l.L., which stands for Stay Active and
Independent for Life. More information: 256-233-6412

Corruption hotline
The Alabama Attorney General's Office and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation are asking residents with knowledge

of public corruption in Limestone County to email details
to reportcorruption@ago.state.al.us or call the tip line at
844-404-TIPS

CHURCH EVENTS

Sermon series
Alabama Fork CPCA will host a two-part virtual sermon se-
ries titled “Thirsting for More” 9 a.m. Sunday, June 6, and
Sunday, June 13. More information: 256-431-7926; sunday-
morningseminary.org

Gospel singing
Berea Baptist Church will host a Southern gospel singing
with the Hogan family starting 6 p.m. Sunday, June 13, at
16779 Lucas Ferry Road, Athens. Love offering will be re-
ceived. More information: Gary Wilson, 256-497-9763

CEMETERY CLEANUP

Reunion Cemetery
Reunion Cemetery will host decoration day with a chicken
and goat stew fundraiser Saturday, June 5. Attendees
are asked to bring their own container. Donations made
payable to the Reunion Cemetery Fund should be sent to
Nicole Collins, 25172 Alabama 127, Elkmont, AL 35620.

New Garden Cemetery
New Garden Cemetery will host a cleanup day Saturday,
June 5, with the annual decoration day held Sunday, June
6. Donations are needed for upkeep and can be made both
days at the cemetery. Those who cannot attend in person
can mail donations to Harold Atkinson, 20321 Sandlin
Road, Elkmont, AL 35620; or to Harold Robinson, 14016
Robinson Lane, Elkmont, AL 35620

City cemeteries
The City of Athens reminds residents and families of the
following regarding its cemeteries: No flowers or decora-
tions allowed on the ground between April 1 and Oct. 31, un-
less following a funeral; flower placement acceptable year-
round on monuments, at their base or at foot markers;
fresh flowers will be removed one week after a funeral; silk
flowers will be removed 21 days after a funeral; approval by
cemetery superintendent required before planting flowers,
shrubs, trees or sod; city personnel will remove all trees
or shrubs deemed detrimental to adjacent lots or grave
openings; and worn, tattered or damaged U.S. flags will be
removed and disposed of properly.

MEETINGS

® Legion. American Legion Post 49 will meet 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 3, at the Disabled American Veterans building,
25396 Airport Road, Athens. More information: Rod Huff-
man, 256-233-3023

Limestone Ledger is a community calendar in which non-
profit organizations can notify the public of events. Pub-
lication of donation requests or services offered should
not be considered an endorsement by this newspaper. The
News Courier encourages residents to research organiza-
tions before donating or accepting services. All items will
run as space allows until the day of the event and should
be submitted at least one week prior to the event for best
results. Ongoing items run for up to one month but can be
resubmitted regularly. Email submissions to newscourier-
soundoff@gmail.com, fax to 256-233-7753 or bring to The
News Courier;, 410 W. Green St.,, Athens.

Statement

proposed action.

“Open for Public Comment.”

J. Taylor Cates

NEPA Specialist
jtcates@tva.gov

1101 Market St., BR 2C-C
Chattanooga, TN 37402

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT
SUBSEQUENT LICENSE RENEWALS

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact

On June 1, 2021, TVA released a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), under the authority of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). The SEIS will address the potential environmental effects associated
with obtaining subseguent license renewals (SLR) for the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units
1, 2, and 3 in Limestone County, Alabama from the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC). The NRC'’s SLR would authorize the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant to continue
operation for an additional 20 years beyond Units 1, 2, and 3 current NRC operating
licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 20386, respectively. Public comments are
invited to identify other potential alternatives, information, and analysis relevant to the

TVA plans to evaluate four alternatives: (A) the No-Action Alternative; (B) BFN SLR; (C)
Use of Existing Generating Assets; and (D) Use of Existing and Construction of New
Generating Assets. Two additional alternatives, (E) Replacement of BFN Generating
Capacity Entirely with Renewable Energy Sources, and (F) Replacement of BFN
Generating Capacity Entirely with Purchase Power, were considered but eliminated.

The NOI and additional information is available at https://www.tva.com/nepa. Comments
may be submitted at https://www.tva.com/nepa, via email at nepa@tva.gov, or by mail to
the address below. To be considered, comments must be submitted or postmarked no
later than July 1, 2021. Please note that any comments received, including names and
addresses, will become part of the project administrative record and will be available for
public inspection. Due to COVID-19 teleworking restrictions, electronic submission of
comments is encouraged to ensure timely review and consideration.

A virtual meeting room will be available from June 1 through July 1, 2021. A link to the

virtual meeting room and other details are available at https://www.tva.com/nepa under

For more information on the NEPA process, to request an electronic or printed copy of the
documents, or for help submitting comments, contact:
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TVA Requests Input on Browns Ferry Nuclear Subsequent License Renewal

TVA MEDIA ADVISORY

ATHENS, Ala. +The Tennessee Valley Authority is asking for public comment on its
Notice of Intent to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on proposed
actions associated with obtaining U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission license renewals for the
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2 and 3 in Limestone County, Alabama.

The NRC license renewals would authorize the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2,
and 3 to continue operation for an additional 20 years beyond the current NRC operating
licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 2036, respectively. TVA plans to evaluate a variety
of alternatives including a no-action alternative.

TVA has a virtual meeting room available from June 1 through July 1, 2021. Access the

virtual meeting and other details at https://www.tva.com/nepa under the section titled Open for

Public Comment.

Comments must be received or postmarked by July 1, 2021, and may be submitted in
writing to J. Taylor Cates, NEPA Specialist, 1101 Market Street, BR 2C-C, Chattanooga, TN
37402; online at https://www.tva.com/nepa; or by email to nepa@tva.gov. Due to COVID-19

teleworking restrictions, electronic submission of comments is encouraged to ensure timely

review and consideration.

All comments received, including names and addresses, will become part of the
administrative record and available for public inspection.

For more information about TVA and its 88-year mission of service to the Tennessee
Valley, click here.

# # #
Media Contact: Malinda Hunter, Chattanooga, 423-718-9245
TVA Public Relations, Knoxville, 865-632-6000

http://www.tva.com/newsroom
Follow TVA news on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

(Distributed: June 2, 2021)
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ATHENS, Ala. — The Tennessee Valley Authority is asking for public comment on its
Notice of Intent to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on
proposed actions associated with obtaining U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
license renewals for the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2 and 3 in Limestone
County, Alabama.

The NRC license renewals would authorize the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1,
2, and 3 to continue operation for an additional 20 years beyond the current NRC
operating licenses expiration dates of 2033, 2034, and 2036, respectively. TVA plans
to evaluate a variety of alternatives including a no-action alternative.

TVA has a virtual meeting room available from June 1 through July 1, 2021. Access
the virtual meeting and other details at https://www.tva.com/nepa under the section
titled Open for Public Comment.

Comments must be received or postmarked by July 1, 2021, and may be submitted in
writing to J. Taylor Cates, NEPA Specialist, 1101 Market Street, BR 2C-C,
Chattanooga, TN 37402; online at https://www.tva.com/nepa; or by email to
nepa@tva.gov. Due to COVID-19 teleworking restrictions, electronic submission of
comments is encouraged to ensure timely review and consideration.

All comments received, including names and addresses, will become part of the
administrative record and available for public inspection.

Contact

Malinda Hunter
Public Relations
mhunter@tva.gov
423-718-9245

TVA Media Line

Our media staff is available 24 hours a day. If you cannot reach the contact above,
please call our media line at 865-632-6000.
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Notice of Intent to Prepare a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement

On June 1, 2021, TVA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) to address the potential environmental
effects associated with obtaining US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
subsequent license renewals (SLR) for the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant (BFN) Units 1,
2, and 3 located in Limestone County, Alabama. Renewal of the current operating
licenses would permit operations for an additional 20 years past the current operating
license terms, which expire in 2033, 2034, and 2036 for Units 1, 2, and 3,
respectively. The SEIS is being prepared to provide the public and TVA decision-
makers with an assessment of the environmental impacts related to the
aforementioned NRC license renewal, as well as provide the public an opportunity to
participate in the SEIS process. The NRC license renewal would not require any new
construction or modifications beyond normal maintenance and minor refurbishment.
However, there are other proposed projects not directly related to the NRC SLR that
are connected to, or could affect, license renewal.

BFN is considered baseload power because the plant generally runs at close to
maximum output. BFN’s current baseload generation supports future forecasted
baseload power needs, as outlined in TVA's 2019 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), by
helping to maintain grid stability and generating capacity for TVA's generation portfolio
mix. As an integral part of TVA’'s current generation portfolio, in 2020, BFN produced
approximately 20 percent of TVA's average generation capacity. Renewal of the
current operating licenses would allow BFN to continue supplying approximately 3,900
MWe capacity of baseload power.

TVA needs to generate sufficient electricity to supply the Tennessee Valley with
increasingly clean, reliable, and affordable electricity for the foreseeable future for the
region’s homes and businesses, working with local power companies to keep service
steady and reliable. By renewing the licenses, TVA would maximize use of existing
assets to support TVA's goals of generating electricity at the lowest feasible cost for
the people of the Tennessee Valley. BFN’s carbon-free generating capacity supports
TVA's goal of a net-zero carbon emissions generating system by 2050.

The SEIS proposes to address a range of alternatives (A-D) including: (A) the No-
Action Alternative; (B) BFN Subsequent License Renewal; (C) Use of Existing
Generating Assets; and (D) Use of Existing and Construction of New Generating
Assets. Two additional alternatives, (E) Replacement of BFN Generating Capacity
Entirely with Renewable Energy Sources and (F) Replacement of BFN Generating
Capacity Entirely with Purchase Power, were considered but eliminated.

The NOI is provided in accordance with the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ)
regulations for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) at 40 CFR
parts 1500-1508 and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA),
and its implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800). The PEIS will be prepared
consistent with the 2020 CEQ regulations for implementing NEPA at 40 CFR parts
1500-1508 (85 FR 43304-43376, Jul. 16, 2020).

Public Involvement
Public scoping was open from June 1, 2021 — July 1, 2021.

TVA is interested in an open process and wants input from the community. The public
was invited to submit comments on the scope of this SEIS, alternatives being
considered, and environmental issues.

Related Documents:

Notice of Intent

Contact
More information on this environmental review can be obtained from:

https://www.tva.com/environment/environmental-stewardship/environmental-reviews/nepa-detail/browns-ferry-nuclear-plant-subsequent-license-renewal
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423-751-2732
1101 Market Street, 2C-C
Chattanooga, TN 37402
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Appendix C: Virtual Scoping Meeting Room Materials

Public Scoping Report
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Appendix D: Scoping Meeting Materials

Virtual Scoping Meeting Room Posterboards

Public Scoping Report
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to the

BFN SLR SEIS
Virtual
Scoping Open
House

June 1 —July 1, 2021



The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and Scoping

NEPA requires the identification and analysis of potential
environmental effects of major proposed federal actions and
alternatives before those actions take place. NEPA's intent is to
protect, restore, or enhance the environment through well-informed
federal decisions. Public involvement is integral to the federal
decision-making process and is required by NEPA.

The purpose of this virtual open house is to inform the public of
TVA's intent to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) pursuant to NEPA to assess the environmental
impacts associated with obtaining subsequent license renewals
(SLR) for the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant (BFN) Units 1, 2, and 3.
Additionally, TVA invites early input from the public regarding the
development of the scope, alternatives being considered, and
environmental issues related to the proposed action.

Questions to consider:

* What environmental resources should the SEIS consider?

* What potential impacts should be evaluated?

* Are there any additional alternatives that should be considered?
* Can you recommend any additional sources of information?

* What organizations should TVA be coordinating with?
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Project Location

The Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
(BFN) is located on an 840-acre tract on the north shore of Wheeler
Reservoir at Tennessee River Mile (TRM) 294, approximately 10
miles northwest of Decatur, Alabama, and 10 miles southwest of
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Background

TVA operates BFN Units 1, 2, and 3 consistent with its mission as
charged under the TVA Act of 1933. BFN consists of three General
Electric boiling water reactors (BWRs) and associated turbine
generators that collectively supply approximately 3900 Megawatts
electric (Mwe) of electric power to the TVA transmission and
distribution system.

In March 2002, TVA issued a Final SEIS (FSEIS) followed by a
Record of Decision (ROD) in June 2002 for the operating license
renewal of BFN. TVA submitted a License Renewal Application
(LRA) to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in December
2003 for a 20-year extension of the operating licenses for each BFN
unit. The environmental conclusions the NRC FSEIS did not differ
from the TVA FSEIS conclusions and the NRC issued Supplement
21 regarding Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant Units 1, 2, and 3, to the
Generic EIS (GEIS) for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants
(NUREG-1437) in June 2005. The NRC issued operating license
renewals for Units 1, 2, and 3 in May 2006, allowing continued
operation of the three BFN units until 2033, 2034, and 2036,
respectively.

TVA submitted a license amendment request (LAR) for extended
power uprate (EPU) of approximately 15% for all three units in
September 2015. The NRC issued a draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in
the Federal Register in December 2016 for public comment. In May
2017, the NRC issued the Final EA and FONSI related to the EPU
license amendment. The NRC issued the license amendment in

August 2017.
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Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed action is to help provide continued
generation of baseload power between 2033 and 2053 by obtaining
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) license renewals to
operate BFN Units 1, 2, and 3. BFN'’s current generation supports
future forecasted baseload power needs, as outlined in TVA's 2019
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), by helping to maintain grid stability
and generating capacity for TVA's generation portfolio mix. As an
integral part of TVA's current generation portfolio, in 2020, BFN
produced approximately 20 percent of TVA's average generation.
Renewal of the current NRC operating licenses would authorize
BFN to continue supplying approximately 3,900 MWe of safe, clean,
reliable, and cost-effective baseload power for the foreseeable
future for the Tennessee Valley region’s homes and businesses,
working with local power companies to keep service steady and
reliable.

By renewing the NRC
licenses, TVA would
maximize use of
existing assets to
support TVA's goals of
generating electricity at
the lowest feasib