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Abstract:

The Tennessee Valley Authority has prepared this
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement to
address the environmental impacts associated with
site preparation, construction, operation, and
decommissioning of facilities at an advanced
nuclear reactor technology park at TVA’s Clinch
River Nuclear Site.

Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement

Tennessee Valley Authority

J. Taylor Johnson
Tennessee Valley Authority
1101 Market Street, BR 2C-C
Chattanooga, TN 37402
Phone: (423) 751-2732
E-Mail: jtcates@tva.gov

Comments may be submitted online
www.tva.com/nepa or sent to Ms. Johnson at the
above address. Comments must be submitted by
April 4, 2022.

TVA is considering alternatives for the construction
and operation of an advanced nuclear technology
park at TVA’s Clinch River Nuclear (CRN) Site. In
addition to the No Action Alternative (Alternative A),
TVA considered alternatives for advanced nuclear
reactors at two different locations on the CRN Site
— Area 1 and Area 2. Alternative B includes a
Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 with small
modular reactors (SMRs) and/or advanced non-
light water reactors (LWRs). Alternative C includes
a Nuclear Technology Park at Area 2 with
advanced non-LWRs; Alternative D includes a
Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 and Area 2 with
SMRs and/or advanced non-LWRs. The PEIS uses
a bounding approach to the evaluation of impacts
from the proposed action using a Plant Parameter
Envelope established in TVA’s Early Site Permit
Application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
in 2019.
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Summary

SUMMARY

Introduction

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) prepared this Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) to assess the environmental impacts associated with the proposed action
including site preparation, construction, operation, and decommissioning of various facilities at
an advanced nuclear reactor technology park (Nuclear Technology Park) at TVA’s Clinch River
Nuclear (CRN) Site. The proposed action provides an opportunity to evaluate and demonstrate
the feasibility of deploying advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site, and to evaluate
emerging nuclear technologies as part of TVA’s technology innovation efforts aimed at
developing future generation capabilities.

The CRN Site is located on the northern bank of the Clinch River arm of the Watts Bar
Reservoir (the Reservoir) in the City of Oak Ridge, Roane County, Tennessee, approximately 7
miles east of the City of Kingston, Tennessee, and approximately 25 miles west-southwest of
the City of Knoxville, Tennessee. The CRN Site comprises 935 acres of TVA-managed land
adjacent to the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) approximately 33,000-acre Oak Ridge
Reservation (ORR). The site is situated on the historical Clinch River Breeder Reactor Project
(CRBRP) Site.

In May 2016, TVA submitted an application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for an
Early Site Permit (ESP) at the CRN Site for two or more new nuclear power units demonstrating
small modular reactor (SMR) technology, with a total combined nuclear generating capacity not
to exceed 800 megawatts electric. The NRC prepared and released a Final Environmental
Impact Statement (NRC ESP FEIS) to assess the environmental impacts of the action proposed
in the TVA ESP application (ESPA). The NRC ESP FEIS identified issuance of an ESP for the
CRN Site as the preferred alternative.

Following the NRC ESP FEIS publication in April 2019, the NRC issued an ESP to TVA on
December 19, 2019. The ESP represents NRC’s approval of the CRN Site as suitable for the
future demonstration of the construction and operation of two or more SMRs with characteristics
presented in the ESPA, but it does not authorize TVA to construct or operate a nuclear facility.
The ESP establishes early resolution of numerous site safety, environmental, and emergency
preparedness issues, providing enhanced predictability and stability in future TVA licensing
actions related to the CRN Site. The ESP is valid until December 2039. Prior to initiating
construction or operation of advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site, TVA must apply for and
receive additional licenses from the NRC.

In June 2019, TVA released the Final 2019 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) and the associated
IRP Final EIS. The IRP identified the various generating resources that TVA intends to pursue
to meet the energy needs of the Tennessee River Valley (the Valley) over a 20-year planning
period. The 2019 IRP recommended that TVA continue to evaluate emerging nuclear
technologies, including SMRs, as part of technology innovation efforts aimed at developing
future electricity generation capabilities. This Draft PEIS is TVA’s next step in exploring the
potential for new nuclear generation on the TVA system, to advance the recommendations of
the IRP.

In December 2021, the TVA Board of Directors (Board) authorized the implementation of a New

Nuclear Program to advance SMR planning efforts at the CRN site, and to explore plans for
potential additional reactors to support TVA’s 2050 decarbonization aspirations.
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TVA’s New Nuclear Program does not prejudice or foreclose any of the alternatives under
consideration in this PEIS. Rather, it facilitates the possibility that a reliable, affordable, and
flexible advanced nuclear reactor option could be potentially available by 2032, and it advances
necessary planning for future required TVA decision making for the potential deployment of
innovative new nuclear technology, in line with TVA’s 2019 IRP and 2021 Strategic Intent and
Guiding Principles (TVA 2021i). The implementation of the New Nuclear Program authorizes the
expenditure of resources not to exceed $200 Million for the period Fiscal Year 2022 through
Fiscal Year 2024.

Purpose and Need for Action

The purpose of the proposed action is to support TVA’s goal of demonstrating the feasibility of
deploying advanced nuclear reactor technologies at the CRN Site capable of incrementally
supplying clean, secure, and reliable power that is less vulnerable to disruption. The proposed
action is needed to support the recommendations outlined in TVA’s 2019 IRP of continuing to
evaluate emerging nuclear technologies, including SMRs, as part of technology innovation
efforts. Further, a Nuclear Technology Park at the CRN Site would expand future generation
optionality and support TVA’s mission of innovation towards a low carbon future for the Valley.
In addition to providing a place to demonstrate advanced nuclear technologies, a Nuclear
Technology Park at the CRN site could potentially include microgrid power generation
demonstration; grid resiliency analysis and support; and use of nuclear generation for hydrogen
production, water desalination, waste heat energy storage for grid support, and the intentional
production of valuable isotopes, all in support of TVA’s statutory missions.

Programmatic Approach

As defined by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), a programmatic review “...describes
any broad or high-level National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review” in which subsequent
actions would be implemented that would “tier” to the programmatic NEPA review (CEQ 2020).
This Draft PEIS programmatically considers the site preparation, construction, operation, and
decommissioning of various types of advanced nuclear reactors bounded by the plant
parameter envelope (PPE) and the supplemental bounding site development attributes and
parameters. Supplemental NEPA analyses would tier from this Draft PEIS for any potential
project- or site-specific TVA actions at the CRN Site that are not evaluated in this Draft PEIS.

The programmatic analysis included in this Draft PEIS is consistent with the PPE that was
evaluated in TVA’s ESPA. The PPE developed for this proposed action consists of a set of
reactor-vendor and owner-engineered parameters or values that TVA used to bound the
characteristics of a reactor (or reactors) that could later be deployed at the CRN Site. The PPE
represents an “envelope” that encompasses a range of reactor types having varying levels of
design maturity. Analysis of environmental impacts based on a PPE allows TVA to defer the
selection of a reactor design until a future licensing stage, when more detailed site-specific and
technology-specific information would be available to make a technology selection decision. For
the present analysis, TVA has supplemented the ESPA PPE with information about advanced
nuclear reactor technologies not discussed in the ESPA and additional areas of potential
disturbance for transmission line and site access. This Draft PEIS provides a bounding analysis
of maximum potential impacts of implementing each of the alternatives considered, based on a
PPE approach.

Alternatives

This PEIS evaluates the environmental impacts associated with the deployment of one or more
advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site shown on Figure ES-1. TVA is currently considering
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negotiating and entering into one or more contracts with one or more SMR vendors to: (1)
perform design, engineering, scoping, estimating, and planning associated with potential future
deployment of a SMR at the CRN Site, and (2) develop content for a potential future licensing
application submittal to the NRC. TVA also plans to continue to study potential future
deployment of advanced nuclear reactors, light water reactors (LWR) and non-light water
reactors (non-LWR) at the CRN Site. These contemplated actions would not prejudice any of
the alternatives under consideration in this PEIS, as the contemplated actions would not: (a)
authorize or commit TVA to submit a licensing application to the NRC, (b) allow any construction
activities at the CRN Site, or (c) result in any potential environmental impacts to the CRN Site.

TVA is considering a range of alternatives for site preparation, construction, operation, and

decommissioning of a Nuclear Technology Park at the CRN Site, including two different Areas
on the site and roughly 14 different reactor designs.
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TVA identified two areas — Area 1 and Area 2 —within the 935-acre CRN Site that are best
suited for the Nuclear Technology Park development. Area 1 includes the area previously
disturbed by the CRBRP evaluated in the ESPA ER. A portion of Area 2 was also evaluated in
the ESPA ER for a proposed temporary laydown area.

TVA plans to evaluate four discrete alternatives (A-D) for the Nuclear Technology Park:

e Alternative A: No Action Alternative

e Alternative B: Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 with SMRs and/or Advanced non-
LWRs

e Alternative C: Nuclear Technology Park at Area 2 with Advanced non-LWRs

e Alternative D: Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 and Area 2 with SMRs and/or
Advanced non-LWRs

Under action Alternatives B thru D, activities would be undertaken within each of the following
areas that are referred to in the analyses of this PEIS:

1. CRN Site — lands contained within the boundaries of the CRN Site.
2. Associated Offsite Areas — a collective term that includes the following:

a. Barge and Traffic Area (BTA): Area outside of the CRN Site boundary that
encompasses proposed improvements to the intersection of Tennessee Highway
58 (TN 58) with Bear Creek Road. Improvements include those at Bear Creek
Road and the existing DOE barge landing facility on the Reservoir.

b. TN 95 Access: Area containing a proposed roadway access that extends from
TN 95 southwesterly, following Jones Island Road to the CRN Site boundary.

c. 161-kV Offsite Transmission Corridor: Area containing a proposed segment of
161-kV transmission line that extends outside of the CRN Site boundary to an
interconnection with the existing 161-kV line along Bear Creek Road.

3. Existing 500-kV Offsite Transmission Corridor: Segment of 500-kV transmission line that
extends northeast, outside of the CRN Site boundary to the Bethel Valley substation that
includes a potential future transmission upgrade.

TVA considered, but dismissed two alternatives:

e Alternative E: Construction of SMRs at Alternative Sites

o Alternative F: Construction of Alternative Energy Generation Sources

Overview of Environmental Impacts Associated with the Proposed Action
The environmental consequences of the proposed action were assessed in this Draft PEIS in
multiple phases, including those associated with site preparation, construction, operation, and
decommissioning activities at the CRN Site. For the purposes of this Draft PEIS the project
consists of construction phase activities that include pre-construction or site preparation
(grading, excavation, infrastructure development, and other actions), actual fabrication and

Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement vii



CRN Site Advanced Nuclear Reactor Technology Park Programmatic EIS

erection of the nuclear reactor and associated facilities, and other site improvements and
related interfaces; and operation of the Nuclear Technology Park.

The proposed action was determined to result in primarily minor adverse impacts to resources
within the Project Area and a 6-mile vicinity surrounding the CRN Site. Minor adverse impacts
during construction of the Nuclear Technology Park include: stormwater discharge into local
surface waters and groundwater; alteration of stream habitat; loss of vegetated land cover;
impact to wetlands; and increased noise, dust, traffic, and air emissions. Minor to moderate
adverse impacts during construction were determined to occur as a result of soil disturbance
and erosion; impacts to onsite streams; and shoreline alteration. Moderate impacts would
include loss of upland plant and animal communities; loss of habitat for listed bat species;
disruption of views from adjacent properties; removal of low quality forest and herbaceous
habitat; impacts to three small areas of native cedar glades, and cumulative traffic increases on
the local transportation network.

Potential impacts to the state-listed rigid sedge and pale green orchid could occur from the
proposed development of the 161-kV offsite transmission line. TVA would ensure that these
species are not significantly impacted under all action alternatives by consulting with the TVA
botanist during design to avoid the plants and their associated calcareous wetland habitat to the
greatest extent possible. Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) would occur when specific designs have been
selected and scope of the project has been refined. By implementing minimization measures
such as winter tree removal and any additional conservation measures that may result from
Section 7 consultation, large impacts to gray bat, Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, little
brown bat, and tricolored bat are not expected.

Additionally, moderate impacts to six archaeological sites eligible for the National Historic
Register would occur due to construction disturbance from the project. However, effects to
these sites would be mitigated through a Programmatic Agreement between TVA and the
Tennessee State Historic Preservation Officer. The proposed action would also result in minor
to moderate beneficial impacts associated with increased employment, payroll, and tax
revenues.

Minor impacts during operation of the Nuclear Technology Park would include localized
alteration of hydrologic patterns, limited scour diversion from the use and discharge of cooling
water from and into the Reservoir, noise, and increased traffic. The combined environmental
impacts from the uranium fuel cycle, the storage of spent fuel onsite, radioactive waste
management, and the transportation of unirradiated fuel and radioactive waste would be minor.
Additionally, the impacts associated with design basis accidents (DBAs), severe accidents, and
plant security would be minor.

Best Management Practices (BMPs), mitigation measures, and commitments designed to avoid,
minimize, or reduce adverse impacts to the environment are identified by TVA in Chapter 3 of
this Draft PEIS. Minor and moderate impacts resulting from construction and operation would be
minimized through the use of mitigative measures committed to by TVA through regulatory
permit processes and final design. Additional project specific BMPs may be applied as
appropriate on a site-specific or technology-specific basis to enable efficient maintenance of
construction projects and further reduce potential impacts on environmental resources.

The environmental impacts of each of the alternatives under consideration are summarized in
Table ES-1. The summaries presented are derived from the information and analyses provided
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in the Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences sections in Chapter 3 of the
PEIS.

TVA'’s Preferred Alternative

TVA'’s preferred alternative is Alternative D — Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 and Area 2
with SMRs and/or Advanced non-LWRs. Alternative D provides the greatest flexibility to meet
the purpose and need of the project to support TVA’s goal of demonstrating the feasibility of
deploying advanced nuclear reactor technologies at the CRN Site capable of incrementally
supplying clean, secure, and reliable power that is less vulnerable to disruption. Alternative D
also supports the recommendations outlined in TVA’s 2019 IRP and TVA'’s 2021 Strategic Intent
and Guiding Principles.
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Table ES-1. Summary and Comparison of Alternatives by Resource Area

Alternative C—

Alternative D—

Alternative B2— Nuclear Nuclear Technology
Alternative B1— Nuclear Technology = Technology Park at Park at Area 1 and
Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 with Area 2 with Area 2 with SMRs
Alternative A— Park at Area 1 with SMRs and/or Advanced non- and/or Advanced
Resource Area No Action SMRs Advanced non-LWRs LWRs non-LWRs
Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
Geology and Soils No impacts Moderate Moderate to Moderate Moderate
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
Water Resources No impacts Moderate Moderate to Moderate Moderate
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Floodplains and No imoacts Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor
Flood Risk P Operation: None Operation: None Operation: None Operation: None
Wetlands No impacts Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor
Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
Aquatic Ecology No impacts Moderate Moderate to Moderate Moderate
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
. . Construction: Construction:
Terrestrial Ecology No impacts Construct/_on._querate Constr uct/_on._Mt?derate Moderate Moderate
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor SR SRR
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Threatened and Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
Endangered No impacts Moderate Moderate to Moderate Moderate
Species Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Manaaged and Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
9 No impacts Moderate Operation: Moderate to Moderate Moderate Operation:
Natural Areas . ) . ) . .
Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Minor
. . Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor
Recreation No impacts Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Meteorology, Air . . . .
Quality, and No impacts Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and

Climate Change

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor
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Alternative C—

Alternative D—

Alternative B2— Nuclear Nuclear Technology
Alternative B1— Nuclear Technology = Technology Park at Park at Area 1 and
Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 with Area 2 with Area 2 with SMRs
Alternative A— Park at Area 1 with SMRs and/or Advanced non- and/or Advanced
Resource Area No Action SMRs Advanced non-LWRs LWRs non-LWRs
Construction: Minor to Construction: Minor to  Construction: Minor  Construction: Minor to
Transportation No impacts Moderate Moderate to Moderate Moderate
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Visual Resources No impacts Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to
Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate
Noise No impacts Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Socioeconomics
. Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Land Use No impacts Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
. . Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Demographics No impacts Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Construction and Construction and Construct/_on ?nd Construction and
Employment . o . o . Operation: o .
No impacts Operation: Beneficial, Operation: Beneficial, e . Operation: Beneficial,
and Income . : Beneficial, Minor to :
Minor to Moderate Minor to Moderate Minor to Moderate
Moderate
Communit Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor Construction: Minor
Characteri};tics No impacts Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to Operation: Minor to
Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate
Environmental No imoacts Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Justice P Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Archaeological o o . .
. Construction: Construction: Construction: Construction:
Resources and No impacts Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate
Historic Structures
Solid and No impacts Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and

Hazardous Waste

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor

Operation: Minor
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Alternative C—

Alternative D—

Alternative B2— Nuclear Nuclear Technology
Alternative B1— Nuclear Technology = Technology Park at Park at Area 1 and
Nuclear Technology Park at Area 1 with Area 2 with Area 2 with SMRs
Alternative A— Park at Area 1 with SMRs and/or Advanced non- and/or Advanced
Resource Area No Action SMRs Advanced non-LWRs LWRs non-LWRs
Radiological . Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Effects of Normal No impacts s s Y S
0 . Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
perations
Uranium Fuel No impacts Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Effects P Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor Operation: Minor
Nuclear Plant . . . .
. Construction and Construction and Construction and Construction and
Safety and No impacts 0 tion: Mi 0 tion: Mi 0 on: Mi o on: Mi
Security peration: Minor peration: Minor peration: Minor peration: Minor
Decommissioning No impacts Minor Minor Minor Minor
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Chapter 1 — Purpose and Need for Action

CHAPTER 1 — PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION

1.1 Introduction

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) prepared this Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) to assess the environmental impacts associated with the proposed action
including site preparation, construction, operation, and decommissioning of various facilities at
an advanced nuclear reactor technology park (Nuclear Technology Park) at TVA’s Clinch River
Nuclear (CRN) Site (Figure 1-1). The proposed action provides an opportunity to evaluate and
demonstrate the feasibility of deploying advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site, and to
evaluate emerging nuclear technologies as part of TVA’s technology innovation efforts aimed at
developing future generation capabilities.

TVA’s goal is to demonstrate emerging nuclear technologies are capable of incrementally
supplying clean, secure, reliable power that is less vulnerable to disruption, by constructing and
operating one or more advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site (Figure 1-1). This goal is
informed by four objectives, demonstrating:

(1) power generated by advanced nuclear reactors could be used to address critical energy
security issues;

(2) advanced nuclear reactors can assist TVA, stakeholders, and federal government facilities
with meeting various carbon reduction objectives;

(3) advanced nuclear reactor design features include underground containment and inherent
safe-shutdown features, longer station blackout coping time without external intervention, and
core and spent fuel pool cooling without the need for active heat removal; and

(4) advanced nuclear reactor power generating facilities are designed to be deployed in an
incremental fashion to more precisely meet the power generation needs of a service area.

This Draft PEIS was developed in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), at 42 United States Code (USC) § 4321 et seq.; the 2020 Council on Environmental
Quality’s (CEQ) regulations for implementing NEPA, at 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Parts 1500-1508 (85 FR 17434, Mar. 27, 2020); TVA'’s corollary NEPA regulations at 18 CFR
Part 1318 and associated guidance from various federal and state agencies.

1.2 Background

The CRN Site is located on the northern bank of the Clinch River arm of the Watts Bar
Reservoir (the Reservoir) in the City of Oak Ridge, Roane County, Tennessee (Figure 1-1),
approximately 7 miles east of the City of Kingston, Tennessee, and approximately 25 miles
west-southwest of the City of Knoxville, Tennessee. The CRN Site comprises 935 acres of TVA-
managed land adjacent to the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) approximately 33,000-acre
Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR). The site is situated on the historical Clinch River Breeder
Reactor Project (CRBRP) Site. At the time of the CRBRP cancellation in 1983, preliminary site
work was essentially completed, including all necessary sediment ponds, construction shops,
concrete batch plants, the nuclear island excavation, extensive site grading, and a foundation
for a ringer crane needed for the Breeder Reactor project. After the U.S. Congress terminated
the CRBRP, DOE’s Site Redress Plan was approved and implemented to leave the site in a
safe and environmentally stable condition. Subsequently, management of the CRN property
was transferred back to TVA in 1989.
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In May 2016, TVA submitted an application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for an
Early Site Permit (ESP) at the CRN Site for two or more new nuclear power units demonstrating
small modular reactor (SMR) technology, with a total combined nuclear generating capacity not
to exceed 800 megawatts electric (MWe). The NRC prepared and released a Final
Environmental Impact Statement (NRC ESP FEIS) to assess the environmental impacts of the
action proposed in the TVA ESP application (ESPA). The Nashville District, Regulatory Division,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) was a cooperating agency with the NRC during
preparation of the EIS to verify that the information presented was adequate to support a
Department of the Army permit application, should TVA submit a permit application at a future
date.

The NRC ESP FEIS identified issuance of an ESP for the CRN Site as the preferred alternative.
Following the NRC ESP FEIS publication in April 2019, the NRC issued an ESP to TVA on
December 19, 2019. The ESP represents NRC’s approval of the CRN Site as suitable for the
future demonstration of the construction and operation of two or more SMRs with characteristics
presented in the ESPA, it but does not authorize TVA to construct or operate a nuclear facility.
The ESP establishes early resolution of numerous site safety, environmental, and emergency
preparedness issues, providing enhanced predictability and stability in future TVA licensing
actions related to the CRN Site. The ESP is valid until December 2039. Prior to initiating
construction or operation of advanced nuclear reactors at the CRN Site, TVA must apply for and
receive additional licenses from the NRC.

In June 2019, TVA released the Final 2019 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) and the associated
IRP Final EIS. The IRP identified the various generating resources that TVA intends to pursue
to meet the energy needs of the Tennessee River Valley (the Valley) over a 20-year planning
period. The 2019 IRP recommended that TVA continue to evaluate emerging nuclear
technologies, including SMRs, as part of technology innovation efforts aimed at developing
future electricity generation capabilities. This Draft PEIS is TVA’s next step in exploring the
potential for new nuclear generation on the TVA system, to advance the recommendations of
the IRP.

In December 2021, the TVA Board of Directors (Board) authorized the implementation of a New
Nuclear Program to advance SMR planning efforts at the CRN site, and to explore plans for
potential, additional reactors to support TVA’s 2050 decarbonization aspirations. Further, TVA’s
Chief Executive Officer was delegated the authority to enter into one or more contracts with one
or more advanced nuclear reactor vendors and other private entities, as necessary and
appropriate, to pursue the initial planning for this Program. The New Nuclear Program includes
a multi-stage decision making process with three discrete “decision gates”, referred to as (1)
Authorize Planning, (2) Authorize Project, and (3) Authorize Construction. A multi-stage decision
gate process is consistent with both industry and TVA enterprise best practices for potential
projects on a similar scale to potential new nuclear deployment. The Board approval of the New
Nuclear Program at the first Decision Gate does not authorize the subsequent Decision Gate
actions, which would require future Board approvals.

TVA’s New Nuclear Program does not prejudice or foreclose any of the alternatives under
consideration in this PEIS. Rather, it facilitates the possibility that a reliable, affordable, flexible,
and clean advanced nuclear reactor option could be potentially available by 2032, and it
advances necessary planning for future required TVA decision making for the potential
deployment of innovative new nuclear technology, in line with TVA’s 2019 IRP and 2021
Strategic Intent and Guiding Principles (TVA 2021i). The implementation of the New Nuclear
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Program authorizes the expenditure of resources not to exceed $200 Million for the period
Fiscal Year 2022 through Fiscal Year 2024.

1.3 Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed action is to support TVA’s goal of demonstrating the feasibility of
deploying advanced nuclear reactor technologies at the CRN Site capable of incrementally
supplying clean, secure, and reliable power that is less vulnerable to disruption. The proposed
action is needed to support the recommendations outlined in TVA’s 2019 IRP and TVA’s 2021
Strategic Intent and Guiding Principles, and to support TVA’s mission of innovation towards a
low carbon future for the Valley. In addition to providing a place to demonstrate advanced
nuclear reactor technologies, a Nuclear Technology Park at the CRN Site could potentially
include microgrid power generation demonstration; grid resiliency analysis and support; and use
of nuclear generation for hydrogen production, water desalination, waste heat energy storage
for grid support, and the intentional production of valuable isotopes, all in support of TVA’s
statutory missions.
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