
Five Things to Know About the 
Cumberland Fossil Plant’s 
Coal Ash Management and 
Environmental Study

TVA has completed a multi-year, exhaustive environmental study and 
prepared an assessment report under the direction and supervision of the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC). These 
were steps in the TDEC order process that informs the closure method of 
the coal ash site.  

No decision will be made on the long-term storage 
location of Cumberland’s coal ash until this 

regulatory process is completed. 

TVA Is Committed to 
Protecting Natural Resources

TVA has made significant 
investments at the 
Cumberland Fossil Plant 
to ensure the protection 
of the environment and 
public health including designing and constructing 
a world-class, state-of-the-art wastewater 
treatment system.

In 2020, TVA became the first utility in the nation to 
harvest gypsum out of the landfill at Cumberland to 
meet demand for manufacturing wallboard, which 
reduces the use of raw natural materials and 
reduces the footprint of the landfill.
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TVA’s Environmental Study Demonstrates the 
Health of the Environment Near the Plant

Nearly all of the 
environmental sample 
results were well within 
the approved levels. 

The ecological communities are healthy in the 
Cumberland River and Wells Creek adjacent to and 
downstream of the coal ash management units 
based on the results of the environmental study 
and other ongoing monitoring efforts. 

TVA is managing its coal ash units in a way that 
protects the ecological integrity of the Cumberland 
River, Wells Creek, and their aquatic communities.

TVA Is a Community Partner

We are driven by a mission to 
serve our neighbors and are 
committed to safe and secure 
coal ash management.

TVA Is an Industry Leader in the Safe, 
Responsible Management of Coal Ash

TVA has pioneered new technology 
and uses the best science, data, 
and research to ensure our coal 
ash sites are safe and secure, 
which has enabled us to 
implement best practices 
years before they were 
required by federal 
regulations.

Sensors

TVA Listens to Our Neighbors

Based on the overall results of the environmental 
assessment and water use survey, current and 
historical CCR management associated with the 
Cumberland Plant have not affected water supply 
wells or springs located downstream from the plant.  

With TDEC approval, TVA will 
use the findings from the 
environmental assessment 
to prepare and submit a 
corrective action plan 
and will specify all 
measures TVA plans 
to take to address 
unacceptable risk. 
This corrective action 
plan will be released 
for public comment.


