
Dendrochronology 
Tree Rings 
Tell Stories

Grade 1 Science



ACTIVITY 1



What is 
dendrochronology?

Focus Question:

Let’s say it together.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7AGiBJq1Ag


What do you notice?

What do you 
wonder?



What do you 
notice?

What do you 
wonder?



What do you 
notice?

What do you 
wonder?



Studying trees to tell what happened in its 
environment over time

Dendro = tree
Chrono = time

Ology = study of

Dendrochronology

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7AGiBJq1Ag


ACTIVITY 2



Are all trees also plants?

Turn and talk.

Are all plants also trees?

All trees are plants, but all plants are 
NOT trees.

How are trees 

and 

plants related?



PARTS OF A TREE

The trunk has tubes 
that move water, 
minerals and nutrients.

Leaves
Leaves take in carbon 
dioxide from the air. It is a 
food source for the tree.

TRUNKROOTS
Roots keep the tree 

stable. They also get 
nutrients from the soil.

BRANCH
Branches grow from 

the trunk. Leaves grow 
on the branches.
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CCC: Structure and Function



What is a tree ring?

1.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwNJC-IRgPE


What do tree rings 
tell us?

2.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwNJC-IRgPE&t=100


Why do scientists 
study tree rings?

3.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwNJC-IRgPE&t=200


How can we, as 
TVA botanists, tell 
a tree’s story?





Shared writing experience

Tell a tree’s story.



Did we do our best work?



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon and infographics & 

images by Freepik

STEM Ready
This lesson was 

designed for TVA.

Please keep this slide for attribution

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

